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06		 What do William Blake, 

Aldous Huxley, Bertolt 
Brecht and the rock band 
The Doors have in 
common?  Find out the 
answer and more as 
astrophysicist Neb Duric, 
PhD , discusses how 
perception and exploration 
define our human selves 
and the universe around us. 
He will be joined by WA 
Teresa Honnold. 

!
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August	20th	Guest	Minister,	Dr.	Brent	Smith,	
“How	to	Aim	a	Hockey	Shot”	

Where are you “located”? How does “location” shape 
an individual and faith tradition’s understanding of 
events? What does that have to do with taking a shot in 
hockey? And more important still, in what ways do 
questions like these influence our understanding of the 
meaning of our days?  

Dr. Brent Smith is currently Assist. Prof. in Religious 
Studies at Grand Valley State University and Minister 
Emeritus of All Souls Community Church in Grand 
Rapids. He formerly served UU congregations for 26 
years as a parish minister.  

SERVICE	10:30	a.m.	

13	 “It Tolls For Thee”  
All of us know the bell tolls 
for us, that we, too, will 
die.  How then shall we 
live, given that all that we 
do and are will one day pass 
away?  Rev. Penny Hackett-
Evans and WA Camille 
Harris will explore this 
terrain.  Special music will 
be provided by the Slon 
quintet. 

27	 Café Style - Join Worship 
Associates Ben Ensroth and 
Bill Fox to explore what 
church means in your life. 
This casual service will take 
place in the Hodas Family 
Hall. We’ll gather around 
tables for sharing and 
discussion. Members of the 
Settled Minister Search 
Committee will be present 
and will incorporate your 
thoughts as they begin the 
search process in earnest. 

8/6 “Doors of Perception” 

The	2017-18	BUC	Board	of	Trustees	(minus	President,	Ed	Sharples)	Left	to	
right:	Marilyn	Kelly,	Secretary:	Mary	Gawel-Ensroth,	Deb	Fordree,	Vice	
President:	Bruce	Webber,	Donna	Larkin	Mohr,	Dave	Graham,	Treasurer:	
Claudia	Kocher,	and	Barbara	Woolf.			
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Connections	
“…Joy	and	

sorrow	are	

inseparable…	together	they	
come	and	when	one	sits	
alone	with	you…	remember	
the	other	is	asleep	upon	your	
bed.”	
	

--	Khalil	Gibran	
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Dick and Carole Wiseman are celebrating 
their 50th Wedding Anniversary. They 
were married in the Social Hall at BUC by 
Rabbi Sherwin Wine August 12, 1967. No 
formal 50th celebration is planned, as there 
was one in 1997 and they will be partying 
with Carole's family at a reunion in Ohio 
in August and with Dick's family in New 
Jersey in September.  On August 12 at 
7p.m. they will be watching "As Time Goes 
By"! The Wisemans have 2 boys and 2 
granddaughters who will be visiting in August from California and 
Virginia. 

On July 22 Larry Larson’s son Brett was married to Larry’s new daughter-
in-law, Kristin. Kristin’s son Jacob now has two new step-sisters, Vanessa 
and Delilah. Much joy and celebrating for everyone. 

2

Ray Ensroth, father of Keith and grandfather of Benjamin, passed away peacefully in 
his sleep at the age of 87, on June 29, 2017. He loved his wife Eleanor as the most 
important person in his life. His legacy lives on in his six children’s families, his fifteen 
grandchildren, and eleven great-grandchildren. 

Nancy Nordlie’s step-mother, aged 90, died peacefully during an afternoon nap on 
July 6. 

“Jack had an amazing experience at General Assembly in New Orleans and returned 
home safely! Thank you for all your encouragement and funding support that enabled 
Jack to attend.” – Jack’s parents, Steve & Beth Lorey 

Sarah Isaksen shared some fun pictures from the camping trip they had with other 
BUC families, organized and led by Eleanor McGuire, our Director of Religious 
Education for Children, on June 24 & 25. Be sure to watch for camping info in the June 2018 newsletter!  

Radical	Hospitality	2017-18	Are	You	Willing	to	Serve?	
What is Radical Hospitality at BUC? It is recognizing, and making hospitality a priority for this community. How many 
times a church year are you willing to be a Greeter, an Usher, or a Coffee Host on Sunday morning? Once each? Only 
Ushering, seven times? Only Coffee Hosting, four times? Greeting five times a year? Let Lisa Crawford know, and then 
check off the dates for the year that you KNOW in advance you are UNAVAILABLE. Don’t know your schedule yet for 
2018? That’s okay, we’ll plug you in, and if something important comes up and you need to switch dates, or swap with 
someone, it can be arranged. This makes BUC a priority, scheduling time to serve the community, instead of  
haphazardly “whenever I’m not doing something else.” It frames it as “schedule me when I’m needed.” Here’s the link 
to the form: https://www.bucmi.org/sunday-hospitality-availabilty  Twenty-five people have already participated, and 
there are still a few blank spots still left in the year. Lisa Crawford will sign you up, and send you an email with your 
schedule. Then, Sign Up Genius will send a reminder email two days before each volunteer date you are assigned. Will 
you make BUC hospitality a priority? J  
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Grief	Support	Group:	August	1	&	15		
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30-6:00 p.m.. Currently meeting in the 
Sanctuary. All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in this 
group. Any questions may be directed to facilitator, Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021.	

Sunday	Morning	Discussion	Group	
The Sunday Morning Discussion Group continues our lively discussions on topics to be voted on at our 9-10:15 meeting in 

the Blue Door classroom. Everyone is welcome to participate, make suggestions or just listen. No homework is required. 

Caregivers	Support	Group:	August	14	&	28	
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This meets the 2nd and 4th  
Mondays of the month at 1:30 in the large conference room, (first room to your right when you come in the main 
entrance). To learn more, call Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021 or Camille Harris at (248) 320-9651. 

Effortless	Meditation	Wednesdays	in	August	
Join Denise Everheart from the International Association of Human Values, and a certified SKY Meditation instructor, for 
these group sessions on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the large lower 
level classroom (directly below the Sanctuary). Who knows? You might end up feeling 
as refreshed as spending an hour at the beach! J 

August 2nd Deep Meditation: 5 Tips & 3 Keys, 9th Live with Joy: SKY Meditation, 
16th Meditate & Mingle, 23rd No Effortless Meditation, 30th Exploring Sound & 
Meditation, Sept. 6th Full Moon Meditation. 

Humanists	of	BUC	August	27	
The Humanists of BUC are beginning their third year with Rabbi Jeffrey Falick from the Birmingham Temple in 
Farmington Hills, speaking on the subject of Judaistic Humanism. This movement was founded by long time favorite of 
BUC, Rabbi Sherwin Wine, who lectured weekly here and gave annual sermons from our pulpit. We are meeting on 
August 27 at noon in the lower level classroom with a light lunch and a Q and A session. We will conclude about 1:30. 

Living	By	Heart	–	Monday	Evenings	
This group is focused on exploring the inner terrain of life through writing, poetry, art, meditation, movement, and 
reflection.  It meets each Monday night in the Red Door from 7:00 - 9:00.  It is facilitated by Penny Hackett-Evans and is 
open to drop in or regular attendance.  Please bring; a journal, pen, scissors, glue, and any art supplies you like to use.   
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The	Art	&	Science	of	Getting	Along	
Introductory NVC Workshops on August 8th, or September 12th, from 7 –9 p.m. 
Nonviolent Communication (NVC) is a powerful tool created by Dr. Marshall Rosenberg 
for peacefully resolving conflicts on personal, professional, and political levels through 
empathetic listening and honest self-expression, which empowers us to see and connect 
with the humanity in ourselves and others  

The cost of the introduction is $20. Meeting in the classroom with the blue door, on the 
east side of the inner courtyard. Please bring a snack. Beverages will be provided. Questions 
may be directed to the Rev. Penny Hackett-Evans at Evansph2@gmail.com 

Knitting	Ministry	August	28	
The Knitting Ministry makes lap robes, shawls and other small items to give members experiencing significant events in 
their lives.  Including, but not limited to prolonged illness, surgery, loss of a loved one, or births. We are meeting on the 
fourth Monday of each month, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in a room TBD. Please contact Andie Stewart, 
alamonts851@gmail.com, to let her know if you are interested. 

Green	Sanctuary	Ministry:	Catch	a	Falling	Star	
Recently, I read a great little piece by Kelly Kizer Whitt:  “Astronomically speaking, August steals the show this summer, 
with a total eclipse on the 21st that will cut a narrow path across the United States from the Pacific to the Atlantic…. 

“Midsummer nights are the best time to observe the central part of our Milky Way, which lies near the southern 
horizon.  The constellations Scorpius and Sagittarius reside here and hold thick star clouds and plenty of nebulae and 
clusters that can be seen through binoculars or a telescope.  Only in the summertime do we have such a good view of the 
dense heart of our galaxy.” 

This galaxy—a system of millions or billions of stars, together with gas and dust, held together by gravitational attraction—
is nothing short of amazing; and we are fortunate to be living in a time when scientists have acquainted us with how we 
can all participate in the beauty that is part of the natural world.  Sitting on the deck in the warmth of summer, finding 
the beauty in imperfection, and experiencing the awareness of the transience of things. 

Pondering all that is up there—in the galaxy and how we view it from our world—reminds me of a comment by Pope 
Francis:  “We are not custodians of a museum or of its major artifacts to be dusted each day, but rather co-operators in 
protecting and developing the life and biodiversity of the planet and of human life present there…. Modern-day humans 
have grown up thinking ourselves owners and masters of nature [with the right to destroy it] without any consideration 
of its hidden potential and laws of development, as if subjecting inanimate matter to our whims…. When we mistreat 
nature, we also mistreat humans.” 

For many people, what’s sacred is transcendent, numinous, ineffable—hard to talk about.  Let’s consider how to allow 
ourselves to reach into the tender and fascinating space between Godliness and Godlessness.  Whether theist, humanist, 
or something in between, we can thank scientists for all they have done for us and listen to what they are telling us. 

Donna Larkin Mohr 
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+	
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Music	at	BUC	
Happy summer, beloved congregants, your co-directors 
of music have been enjoying the summer and working 
from home quite a bit. This autumn promises to be full 
of new, interesting and varied Music. We look forward 
to working with our new contract ministers to continue 
to provide a foundation of high-quality, rich music to 
enhance your worship experience.  

The choir is on summer hiatus, as is tradition, and 
began the summer with a party hosted by Lisa Demian 
and Jim Clark. We will be gathering again for an end of 
summer/new church year gear up party, August 26 or 
27th. Email Abha for details. Come and meet all sorts 
of singers and consider joining. We will rehearse 
officially on the first Wednesday after Labor Day. The 
new church year is a great time to start choir. If you 

2

were thinking about joining, we would love to have you sing with us! Please send an email to abha.dearing@bucmi.org 
if you have questions about giving choir a try.  

Steve is busy booking artists and securing dates for the upcoming SoundBites series in the 2017-2018 church year. 
We’ll roll out the dates and reveal the fine acts he is lining up in the next few newsletters, so stay tuned! The Sound 
Messengers will be back in the fall, bringing a contemporary, intimate feel to many of our services. We want to express 
our hearty thanks to pianist Rudolfs Ozolins, for his fine playing, and for providing music leadership during the 
summer months. We look forward to seeing you this fall and kicking off another great year of music and community 
at BUC.  

BUC	Settled	Minister	Search	Committee	Communiqué		
As BUC enters its summer schedule and we look forward to new perspectives from our incoming contract ministers 
the Reverends Daniel Budd and Patricia Shelden in the fall, your Settled Search Committee has been hard at work. 

Since mid-June the committee has been meeting weekly. The committee Chairperson is Lisa Demian. Contacts have 
been made at the UUA. We held a retreat on July 3 that was ably guided by Judy Amir and Teresa Honnold. 

As the summer progresses we’ll begin the process of surveying the congregation. The goal of the survey is to determine 
the qualities our congregation seeks in a minister and the directions in which we’d like to see our community go. 
There will be opportunities for everyone to have a voice in this process. 

While much of the work we're doing needs to remain confidential, we'll continue to update the congregation on as we 
go forward. If you would like to be in touch with the committee, you may contact them at 
searchcommittee@bucmi.org  

—The BUC Settled Minister Search Committee 
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Two years ago, our monthly worship services used exploring the seven UU Principles as a theme, dedicating a month to 
each principle. Our principles promote the belief in the inherent worth and dignity of every person, and advocating for 
justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. This year, the Service and Justice Team will focus our energy, 
training, and support to those who are focusing on those particular principles. Or desire is to help and motivate people to 
take the next step. We’re recognizing the pent-up interest that some people have in demonstrating UU values, through 
service and advocacy, in a world where many people don’t feel valued or equal or even part of a democratic process, and 
they’re seeking ways to do that. Along with individual efforts, in what ways can we make a greater impact in the 
community when taking action as a whole congregation? We look forward to exploring that with people this year.  

In addition to our 7 Principles, have you heard about the 8th Principle? At this past General Assembly in New Orleans, 
the delegates approved to appoint a study commission to consider adding an 8th Principle, which reads “We, the member 
congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: Journeying toward spiritual 
wholeness by building a diverse, multicultural Beloved Community that by our actions accountably dismantle racism and 
other oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.” 

Our social justice work at BUC has largely consisted of individuals expressing their UU values into the larger community. 
However, this year, the Service and Social Justice Team will focus on how we -- as a congregation—can put our Principles 
into action. How can we as a congregation express to marginalized communities that we are willing to take a stance 
against discrimination and hateful acts of violence? What was it like for BUC to vote to become a welcoming 
congregation to the LGBTQ community? Would we make that same kind of vote now? What will be our “Daffodil 
Sunday” of today?  

On the journey with you! Ben 

BUC	at	Baldwin	Summer	Camp	in	Pontiac	July	31	–	August	4	
Our summer camp activities kicked off on July 10 with a three-week performing arts class being run by Pam McAlpin for 
the Grade 2-6 campers. During the week of July 31, we take over a block of the camp schedule with arts & crafts classes 
(Eleanor McGuire & Kimery Campbell), choir (Abha & Steven Dearing), STEM (Pam Graham), and cooking (Sharon 
Kirchner), assisted by a team of BUC volunteers. Watch for photos and updates on Facebook and other BUC 
communication channels. Contacts:  Ben Gabel, Sharon Kirchner, Arlena Heter. 

Preparing	for	“Back	to	School”	at	Walt	Whitman	
Students are enjoying summer vacation and, meanwhile, it’s time to gear up for the 
2017-18 school year at Walt Whitman Elementary School.  BUC and Newman 
African Methodist Episcopal Church are coordinating purchase of school supplies.  
Have you considered volunteering at the school? Our primary activities are 
tutoring, mobile library, and after-school Bananagrams. For people working during 
the day, would your employer permit you to flex your schedule to serve as a 
volunteer? You could make a significant impact on the academic success and self-
esteem of a young student. Other specialized projects are available to accommodate 

varying volunteer schedules. Contact maryjoebert@gmail.com. 

Service	and	Justice	–	August	2017	
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Summer	
Religious	
Education	

Summer	Sundays	at	BUC	
Children’s RE is now on its summer schedule, offering multi-age programming 
during BUC’s 10:30 am worship service.  There will be a Nursery for the littlest ones 
and a four-year-old through Fifth grade class, both happening in the Lower Level, 
each Sunday through Labor Day.  Our summer theme is always Great Books & Great 
Fun, involving creative craft activities, games and sharing wonderful stories.  This 
year, we are introducing new titles and new crafts to the program.  BUC’s youth (6th 
grade-–High School) are welcome to join us or go into the Sanctuary for worship.   

RE	SUMERTIME	SPECIAL	EVENTS!	
It may feel as if summer RE at BUC is all about the younger kids, but there is a place for youth as well.  Here are the 
special activities that are on the calendar so far!  Please note that some things are for grades 6-12 youth only and some 
are for all ages (with adult supervision for younger kids).   

•July 31-Aug. 4: BUC at Baldwin summer camp in Pontiac, days.  Please contact Kimery, Eleanor, or Social Justice 
Director Ben Gabel if you are interested in volunteering. 

•Tue., Aug. 8: BUC at Urban Air.  Details to be arranged.  (Families.) 

•Thur., Aug. 10: Writing games with Kimery and Beth.  7-9 p.m. (Youth only.) 

•Wed., Aug. 16: BUC outing to Cedar Point.  RSVP to Kimery. (Youth event but younger children may participate if a 
parent is present.  Adult driver/chaperones are needed for youth.) 

•Thur., Aug. 24: (Tentative) West Bloomfield Adventure Park—evening outing! (Families.) 

Questions about Youth RE can be addressed to Kimery Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org    
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Addressing	the	Wealth	and	Income	Gap	
The Economic Inequality Task Force, consisting of members from BUC and five other UU congregations in the area, 
invites you to join our team. During the past two years, we’ve offered workshops and speaker events to educate our 
congregations and the public on causes and realities of the growing wealth and income gap and steps that can be taken 
to reverse this trend. We’re setting plans for the next year and welcome new ideas and participants.  Contacts:  Mary Jo 
Ebert, Pat Hammer, Marti Szilagyi, Peggy Bocks, John Richards. 

August	Plate	Collection	Recipient:	HAVEN	Pet	Shelter		
HAVEN of Oakland County is a domestic assault shelter, providing a safe haven for abused women 
and their children. Abusers use the threat of harm or death to family pets as a way of preventing the 
victim from leaving. HAVEN is building a pet shelter to remove this barrier for women who need to 
escape an abusive situation. 

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the plate recipient.  Submit an 
application online at www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.”  



	

	

			


