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A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

Getting to Know UU 

February 18, at Noon, please join the 
Rev. Daniel Budd and membership 
coordinator Lisa Crawford, following 
the service for this question and 
answer session on Unitarian 
Universalism, and the Birmingham 
Unitarian Church.  

Daniel will talk a bit about the history 
of UUism, with some time for 
questions, answers, and mutual 
sharing. We want to get to know you! 
Meet up in the Red Door Classroom 
(the classroom on the far north side 
of the brick courtyard). Grab a 
beverage, and a bagel or donut in the 
Hodas Family Hall on your way in. 

+ “What Motown 

Meant to Me” 

2/11 “Love Resists” 

2/25 “The History of Breath” 

2/18 The Rev. Patricia Shelden 
Motown was the music that defined a 
number of things in the 1960s and 
70s. Growing up in lower middle 
class Cleveland Motown was the one 
type of music that seemed to speak 
for, and to me. Motown continues to 
speak to many.  

Let's listen and move to the tunes of 
Motown, considering why so many 
find it deeply meaningful.  

Worship Associate  (WA) Peggy 
Woehrlen, music provided by the 
Sound Messengers band. 

SERVICES  10:30 a.m. 

Most services are broadcast live on 
our BUC Facebook page  

“Ministry V. Ministry” 
The Revs Patricia Shelden 
and Daniel Budd have 
different styles of ministry. 
Some of this is due to the 
different eras when they 
studied and trained for 
ministry. They will be 
joined by WA Shawn 
Rooney and the BUC 
Chalice Choir. 

04 

11 BUC will host the 
travelling General 
Assembly chalice for this 
service. Social Justice 
Director Ben Gabel, along 
with WA Tony Kubien, 
will explore how the social 
justice work we do at BUC 
is part of the covenant and 
promises we keep. Music 
will be provided by the 
Sound Messengers band. 

25 The Rev. Daniel Budd: To 
the ancient Hebrews, 
God’s Breath and Spirit 
were the same, and turned 
the dust of the Earth into 
human beings. That 
breath has been passed 
down from the beginning 
to now, to us today. We 
are now its stewards. What 
shall we do? Assisted and 
accompanied by WA Ed 
Sharples, and the BUC 
Chalice Choir. 
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Connections 

“…Joy and 

sorrow are 

inseparable… together they 

come and when one sits 

alone with you… 

remember the other is 

asleep upon your bed.” 

-- Khalil Gibran 

1

A Sorrow: Pamela McAlpin’s mother, Vivian A. Ring, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep January 16, 2018 at the age of 90, in Lake Orion, 
Michigan. She loved playing bingo in Vegas, animals, and watching 
children. Her funeral Mass was Saturday, January 20 at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Lake Orion.  

Jo Davidson, the woman who helped form the partnership between BUC 
and the Whitmer Human Resource Center (WHRC) in Pontiac and taught 
at WHRC for over 30 years, has been diagnosed with Stage IV Kidney 
Disease and Diabetes. She is forgoing treatment and entered Hospice at an 
adult foster care facility. Her family is unable to pay the expenses, and has 
set up a Go Fund Me page (https://www.gofundme.com/jo-davidson-fund)  

A Joy: Barbara Robinson, along with Jean Simmons have taken on the task 
of washing our Sunday morning tablecloths. Thank you, Barbara and Jean! 
What a lovely, helpful thing to do. 

2

A Joy: Michael Auchter is celebrating the end of his 32-year automotive career. Friday, January 19 was his last official 
day. He is looking forward to his “re-wirement.” J 

“John was hospitalized for ten days for pneumonia in Texas over Christmas. After being released, we went to Florida 
for the America’s Cup roller skating contest. He was doing well, but as luck would have it, fell in the airport on the way 
home, breaking his hip. He took the flight home, with his broken hip, had surgery at Beaumont, and was released a 
week later to Rehab. That night he fell and had to go back to the operating room to get a relocation done. Hopefully 
he will be home soon. Please keep him in your thoughts as he heals.” -- Barbara Beeding 

Paul and Marie Miller recently celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary! Marie had a hip replacement on January 23rd 
and is now home recuperating quickly. 

Look Who Signed the Book! 

Heidi Kapsokavathis 1/7/2018 Heidi is a retired technical writer who has been attending off and on for about two 
years. Heidi is interested in mentoring/befriending others who are dealing with bi-polar, and is open to talking about 
breakthroughs in her treatment that have had a huge, positive impact on her life. 

Joan Cashman 1/28/2018 “I have been coming to BUC for a couple of years after a lifetime in another church. Here I 
have found the messages of love, acceptance, diversity and social justice, as well as a community that supports it.” 

Amanda Koch Gregory 1/28/2018 “I was longing for a supportive community in 2016 because the social and political 
climate had me feeling defeated. I had no idea BUC would put me on a spiritual journey, even providing space for my 
boys to grow, thrive, and learn so much. Rocco Boone, Arlo, and I look forward to being here each Sunday.” 

Heidi Kapsokavathis Joan Cashman 
Rocco Boone, Amanda, & 
Arlo Gregory 
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Sunday Morning Discussion Group 

Grief Support Group February 6 & 20 

This group meets the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30 -- 6:00 p.m. in the Large Conference Room. All who 
are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in this group. Any questions 
may be directed to facilitator, Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021. 

This group meets from 9:00 to 10:15 am in the smaller Green Door classroom. Each week we vote on a topic to discuss 
from those suggested by all of the attendees. Everyone is invited to come, join us, and share the surprise.  

Rev. Patricia Shelden will speak at our, “Humanists of BUC” meeting on Sunday, February 25 in the large lower level 
classroom. We’ll meet at noon, providing a light lunch, and then begin her talk on “Why I Do Not Speak My Credo 
Publicly.” Q & A session following her remarks. All are welcome to come hear our admired minister. 

Knitting Ministry Monday February 26 

Thanks to all who have made scarves for our project for the homeless this bitter winter. We have received 
at least a dozen lovingly made scarves. This project is ongoing so keep on knitting, or crocheting! A 
delighted, special “Thank You!” to whomever left us the bag full of scarves and… this super cute bunny!  

We hope you can join us Monday February 26, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in office conference room. 

Humanists of BUC February 25
th

   

Caregivers Support Group February 12 & 26 

This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This group meets the 2nd and 
4th  Mondays of the month at 1:30 in the large conference room, (first room to your right when you come in the main 
entrance). To learn more, call Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021 or Camille Harris at (248) 320-9651. 

Alliance Meeting February 21: Gerrymandering 101 

"Voters - not Politicians" have turned in petitions with over 425,000 signatures to the Michigan Board of 
Elections to put a constitutional amendment on the ballot in 2018 that will put the power of drawing 
voting maps into the hands of the voters - not politicians. Many of us signed the petitions. Marilyn Kelly, 
former Chief Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court and a member of BUC, will help us understand 
the issue of "Gerrymandering" and how it affects all of us. 

Plan to join us for a brown bag lunch on Wednesday, February 21 at noon in the Pavilion. Alliance will provide cookies 
and coffee and tea.  Our speaker will begin at 1 pm, with time for questions and answers. Learn more about this important 
activity that occurs every 10 years to determine our voting districts. 
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Settled Minister Search Committee Communiqué 

Work by the Ministerial Search Committee proceeds on schedule and the pace is frenetic. These are indeed exciting 
times! We have received the ministerial records of interested ministers and have been interviewing candidates and 
planning pre-candidating weekends. 

Remember: to share your thoughts and concerns about the Settled Minister Search with the committee, feel free to 
approach a member of the committee or send an email (searchcommittee@bucmi.org). Thanks to the members and 
friends who have contacted us so far! 

Your Settled Minister Search Committee now meets many times each week. The committee Chairperson is Lisa Demian. 
The members are Marcia Mahood, Diane Slon, Ben Ensroth, Andrew Schreck, Amy Smalley, and Eric Sargent.  

A Board Report to the Congregation 

1. The Board has noted that individual contributions to the UUA nationally and area-wide are far from our budgeted 
amount. The combined per member contribution for regional and national dues is $85 per member or family, and the 
amount raised thus far this year is $6800 below goal. 

Please consider the importance of our affiliation with the Unitarian Universalist Association in a year of search for our 
new settled minister. The UUA's help in this venture is critical to our search committee's success. We cannot reach 
exceptionally well-qualified candidates without the direct assistance of the UUA and the advice and support from the 
regional office. So a second "Please." Please--if you possibly can--write a check to BUC for $85 and, in the memo line, write 
"UUA." 

2. Your board has worked with Mary Jo Ebert and Ben Gabel to create a policy allowing BUC to take public stands on 
significant issues of conscience.  We had previously made it possible for chartered committees of the church to do so, and 
now we have a policy that outlines a procedure for the congregation, as a whole, to say, "Here, on this issue, is where BUC 
stands.” 

In doing this, we have preserved the right of all members to vote and for those opposed to remain in good standing.  Such 
a position is entirely within the standard of respect for the worth and dignity of every individual. We shall also place the 
policy and procedure on the agenda of the annual meeting in May. 

Ed Sharples, BUC Board & Congregational President 

What Do UUs Believe 

About Death? 

If you’ve ever wondered about that, many of us do.  
We do not share a belief about Dying and Death as 

other religions do.  That can leave some of us without a sense of ready comfort and can complicate our dying or it can put 
us at ease.  Have your own questions about Dying and Death and whether there is an Afterlife or Not?   

Led by the Rev. Patricia Shelden, beginning Thursday March 1 and continuing on Thursdays until March 29 there will 
be an Adult Religious Education Course dealing with just this subject. Meeting in the Red Door Room, from 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m., this course will include open discussions about individual beliefs (when shared), what is helpful and not in the 
Dying Process and for those of us left behind.  To register email Patricia - patricia.shelden@bucmi.org or call the office. 
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Rev .  Patr icia 
Shelden &  

Rev .  Daniel  
Budd   

1

From Your Co-Ministers 

Five months into our one year stay here at BUC, we can say with absolute certainty that 
we feel welcomed and at home in so many ways, thanks to the graciousness of the Staff, 
the Board and the congregation. What is wonderful for BUC is that if you can make 
your short term Co-Ministers feel so welcome and included - you will do the same, if not 
more, to make your newly settled minister feel welcome and at home. That will make the 
beginning of your tenure with them powerful and positive! 

We still have work to do beyond worship, pastoral care, administration, etc. One of the 
areas we knew needed some strengthening was Adult Religious Education. To address 
that Patricia has been offering a number of classes and workshops and will continue to 
do so in the next few months, including HOW TO CREATE SMALL GROUP 
WORSHIP in February (registration was required by Jan. 30, but she may still be able to 
get people in – CONTACT HER!).  

2

Your kindness and support speak to your health as a congregation. Thank you for that. 
Let’s look forward to the next seven months, as we continue our ministry here during 
your selection of your next Settled Minister with much enthusiasm.  

Blessings on you, for your commitment to your church community, and to the community at large. We are having a 
blast! – Patricia & Daniel 

The Mix: A Lenten Vespers Series 

Join Rev. Daniel for this series of evening contemplative services, each featuring a 
different contemporary song with a spiritual theme. From JayZ to Coldplay to k.d. 
lang, we will gather around a Chalice, listen to the song, hear some commentary from 
Rev. Daniel, and then have an opportunity to share our own thoughts and feelings 
about it. All services will begin at 6:30 pm in the room noted below and will last no 
more than 45 minutes. The March newsletter will detail the rest of the series. 

Feb. 14th (Ash Wednesday) features k.d. lang's version of the late Leonard Cohen's "Halleluiah," and will be held in the 
Commons. 
Feb. 21st will feature JayZ's "Heaven" (please note: definitely R-rated), and will also be in the Commons. 
Feb. 28th will feature Roger Waters' "Amused to Death," and will be held in the Blue Door. 

BUC Opera Buffs February 10 & 24 

A hilarious comedic opera and a tragic romance are scheduled this month  - transmitted live from the stage of the 
Metropolitan Opera: 

• Saturday, February 10, 12:00 pm –  L’Elisir d’Amore – Donizetti 

• Saturday, February 24, 12:30 pm – La Boheme – Puccini 

BUC opera fans will meet at the Maple Theater – Maple Road near Telegraph. Tickets are available online or at the box 
office ($24 - $22 seniors). After the opera join us for a bite to eat and fellowship at a nearby restaurant. Contact Larry 
Freedman – lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net  (248) 370-8227 

k.d. lang, JayZ, Roger Waters 
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2

Music at BUC 

The BUC Chalice Choir kicked off the new year with a lighthearted tune to welcome everyone back to church after the 
holiday break. We are waiting for YOU to join us. There is always room for more singers in our choir and you will find 
new buddies, great music and a common purpose when you sing with us.  

We would like to sincerely thank all of the folks who helped organize SoundBites on January 19 and all of the folks who 
came out for our show. A special shout out to Barb Eschner and Kym Worth who both put in extra hours to make things 
run so smoothly. It is a joy to be able to give the gift of music to this community and such fun to prepare the concert with 
a variety of music that was well received.  

Our fine pianist Rudolfs continues to provide lovely solo music and choral accompaniment in our services. Music is alive 
and well at BUC! – Abha & Steven Dearing, Co-Directors of Music. 

Want to Learn How to Help Build a Greener Future?  

• What is the size of your carbon footprint and how can you reduce it? 

• What is your workplace and municipality doing to be energy efficient? 

• Are renewable energy sources feasible? 

If you are interested in learning about these and related topics, you are invited to join a three-part course “Powering a 
Bright Future” led by Dan Kosuth. Based on readings from Northwest Earth Institute, the course will meet at BUC on 
three Saturdays, Feb. 10, 17, 24 from 10:00 a.m. – Noon in the Red Door Classroom. 

Cost: $20. Directions for getting your ebook will be sent when you register. (Scholarships are available; for scholarship 
information contact Ben Gabel at ben.gabel@bucmi.org.) To register: go to www.tinyurl.com/BUC-Power or contact 
Cindy Clement (cclem75@hotmail.com) or Dan Kosuth (dankosuth@yahoo.com). 

+ 

1

MAMA’s Coffeehouse: 

STELLA! 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 

Stella! is an American roots trio from southeast Michigan. 
Jo Serrapere, Jen Sygit and Julianna Wilson bring three-
part vocal harmonies, a variety of instrument voices and 
original songwriting to the mix.  Jo founded the band 
under the guidance and patronage of Dave Marsh (of 
Creem Magazine/Rolling Stone fame) and they recorded 
their debut album “Sorry Stella!” in 2012. The Stella ladies 
have performed at numerous festivals and concert series in 
the Great Lakes region and now they bring their songs 
(and just a touch of sass) to MAMA’s Coffeehouse. 

Andy Baker (from western Michigan) will open the show. 

Admission $15, $13 student/senior  
Show begins at 8:00 p.m. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
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Service and Social Justice February 2018 

Freedom House Field Trips: February 10 and March 4 

Join us for one of two field trip dates to the Freedom House in Detroit. Freedom House Detroit is a temporary home for 
indigent survivors of persecution from around the world who are seeking asylum in the United States and Canada. 2630 
W Lafayette Blvd, Detroit, 48216. Saturday, February 10 at 2:30 pm, carpool from BUC at 1:45 p.m. or Sunday, March 4 
at 1:30 p.m., carpool from BUC at 12:45 pm 

Beyond the Partisan Divide Toolkit: March 3 

Unitarian Universalism is a border-crossing faith. We constantly revisit what it means to be open and welcoming to all 
who would find sustenance in our message and our communities. Living in our two-party political system, we sometimes 
struggle to embody a welcome that stretches across partisan division. This toolkit offers videos, exercises, and resources to 
use as a group in a one-day setting, as separate workshops over time, or individually on one's own. Blue Door Classroom. 
Saturday, March 3 from 9:30 am to 12:30 p.m. 

Welcome Inn Update 
Welcome Inn’s been a haven from the freezing temps for about 60 homeless guests per day. Visit our table during coffee 
hour to sign up for daytime or early evening shifts and a variety of one-time tasks, or contact Annis Pratt at 
avpratt@aol.com. Donations of computers are requested for guests to use. Contact Roy Watson at 
welcomeinn.roy@gmail.com to donate a PC. Be sure to wipe the memory clean.  

Thank you to all donors who helped Welcome Inn reach its fundraising goal of $40k for the winter program, and special 
shout-out to BUCer Rolland Vriesenga for his special fundraising efforts. Basic services are offered year-round and 
donations help cover costs and prepare for the next winter season. Donate online at sochwi.org or send check written to 
SOCH (South Oakland Citizens for the Homeless) to PO Box 1937, Royal Oak, MI 48068. A $25 donation pays for a 
full day of services for one guest and $500 for a full month. 
“Get Off Our Duffs” Via MUUSJN 

Aka Moose’ Gin… J In a recent sermon, Patricia called out the need for UU 
congregations and members to “get off our duffs” and reclaim our role as leaders of social 
action. Do you know that we have a statewide network doing just that, known as the 
Michigan UU Social Justice Network? MUUSJN is a non-profit consisting of 26 UU 
congregations and fellowships across the state, including BUC, who work together on 
social justice advocacy. We encourage BUCers to engage in this work in the following way: 

• Request to be added to MUUSJN’s email list. You will receive alerts with background information on an issue and 
specific action to take, such as calling a legislative committee member, contacting your elected representative, 
participating in a hearing in Lansing, etc. You’ll also hear about longer-running projects in which to participate. 

Visit uujustice.org and click “Sign-up: MUUSJN Alerts/Newsletter” or “Contribute” or visit the Social Justice table 
during coffee hour for information and to sign up. If you’d like to hear about ways to support current projects, contact 
Director Randy Block: at randyblock@yahoo.com 

MUUSJN is also our February Plate Collection Recipient. 

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the plate recipient. Submit an application online at 
www.bucmi.org. Click the “Social Justice” tab, then the “Plate Collection Application.” Contact Barbara Robinson at 
(248) 320-8366 if you prefer to submit a paper application. 
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Taking Action as a Congregation 
Congregational Resolutions & Social Justice Statements 

UU Public Positions History  
UUs have a long history of working for a better 
world and harnessing the power of love to stop 
oppression. Our flaming chalice design was created 
in 1941 and used as a seal to make papers look 
official as Unitarians helped Jews escape Nazi 
persecution. UUs marched in Selma in 1965, 
including Rev. James Reeb, who was attacked and 
died from his injuries. His death helped get the 
Voting Rights Act sent to Congress while Dr. Martin 
Luther King gave the eulogy at his funeral. UUs in 
Detroit helped smuggle slaves into Canada via the 
underground railroad. After a 2008 shooting at 
Tennessee Valley UU Church, which was targeted 
for being welcoming to LGBTQ people and having 
other liberal stances, the congregation responded 
with love by launching the Standing on the Side of 
Love campaign, now sung as Answering the Call of 
Love, and it grew into a national UU movement. 
These are just a few examples of our history of 
public statements made through word and deed. 
 
BUC History  
Rev. Bob Marshall, BUC minister during 1962-1984, 
was a Labor and Civil Rights activist from the pulpit 
and in the community. He was among those who 
marched in Selma. A number of church members 
were deeply involved in civil rights issues in 
housing, education, and voting. Large groups of 
BUCers participated in Focus HOPE marches in 
Detroit. In 1994 the congregation decided to 
undertake the Welcoming Congregation program to 
learn how to be truly welcoming to LGBTQ people. 
Publicity from that event led to the origin of 
Daffodil Sunday and the annual renewal of our 
commitment to be intentionally inclusive. More 
recently, our social justice team joined with the 
neighboring Congregational Church to advocate for 
public transit along Woodward Ave. in Bloomfield 
Hills. Throughout this time, service projects such as 
SOS hosting, WHRC/Walt Whitman School program, 
Welcome Inn, and others developed and thrived. 
 

Present Day 
Where are we today on taking bold public stances 
in the name of justice? Many members take 
positions as individuals. Our ministers have 
freedom of the pulpit, meaning they can express 

any position, and congregants are free to agree or 
disagree, but this generally occurs within our 
church. Individuals, committees, and groups work 
in the community, interacting with other 
organizations advocating for policies and programs 
and representing UU values in that work. We 
continue to conduct major service projects, host 
and participate in public forums on social issues, 
and participate in the MI UU Social Justice Network 
(MUUSJN). The notion of taking a  public position as 
a collective congregation, though, is not in practice. 
 
What We’re Missing 
Without a means for BUC to take a public position 
with a collective voice, we forego the following: 
• having a greater impact for the people we seek 

to serve, particularly those being marginalized or 
harmed, as our principles call us to do 

• working through pros, cons, and questions about 
arguable issues and discovering common ground 

• being part of a larger UU or societal movement 
as a congregation 

• members of the public learning about our values 
by seeing them in action on a larger scale and 
recognizing an affinity with our religion and 
congregation. 
 

A Step Forward 
On January 23, the BUC Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously in favor of adopting a process 
presented by the Service & Social Justice 
committee by which the BUC congregation would 
decide whether to take a public position on a social 
issue. It is built on the special meetings process 
detailed in the BUC Constitution, with the 
exception that a public position measure would 
require a seventy-five percent favorable vote to 
pass rather than a simple majority. The process also 
specifies steps by which chartered committees 
could take a public position. 
 
This decision requires a change to the BUC 
Constitution, subject to approval by the 
congregation. Watch for news from the Board of 
Trustees and the Service & Social Justice 
Committee on ways to learn about this change in 
preparation for a vote at the Annual Meeting in 
May. Let’s take this step together! 
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Congregational Development and Planning 

Committee (CDPC) Update  

As all can see, work is well underway on remediation of the Foyer woodwork, and adding stairs from the Lobby to the 
Gallery next to the large conference room. 

Main elements of this work are: 

• Replacing all woodwork surfaces except the benches with "tongue & groove" maple. 

• Adding stairs from the foyer to the gallery, where they were originally intended to be. 

• Adding a flat landing at the bottom of the new steps, with a slight re-sloping of the floor leading from the 
landing to the lower level. 

• Replacing the metal railing on the steps outside the office with wood railing; adding wood railings to the new 
stairs and to both sides of the gallery, from the landing to the lower level 

• Woodwork, steps and railing are targeted for completion by February 23rd. Every attempt will be made to 
complete the landing and re-sloped floor within the same time frame. That work may happen at some point 
after February 23rd, but can be completed within the space of a week. 

• The great majority of the work will be at no additional cost to the church, as it remediates work that was rejected 
by our outside architect. Some optional items - wood railings and steps, landing and sloped floor are at our 
expense, but will be accomplished within the project budget. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Frank Arvan for his guidance, and most especially to John Hammer, who has taken on a 
“short term full time job” creating all the drawings necessary for our optional work, as well as sweating the details with 
the woodworking contractor and building officials to optimize and expedite completion of the project. 

A Taste of BUC March 10 

Hungry? Our next Talent and Service Auction will satisfy! We’ll be serving it up on March 10 J First course is the Silent 
Auction where you can bid on experiences with your fellow congregants that will add spice to your life. Appetizers will be 
on hand to give you sustenance and energy for bidding.  You’ll need to save room for dinner, with flavors to savor.  Our 
Live Auction, with desserts, will round out the evening.   

Donate your talents to add seasoning to the event.  Maybe you are passionate about kayaking and would like to help 
others learn?  Or you have mad skills in planning birthday parties?  With possibilities like a smorgasbord, you can take 
your pick. Fill out the donation form online from BUC’s home page button. www.bucmi.org  

Don’t want to offer a talent, or service? Good news! There are other ways to be part of this 
enjoyable all church event.  You can help recruit talent donations, or help with event set 
up or meal preparation.  And in that shared work, you get to know your BUC family a 
bit better, and offer your support. 

There will be a table in the Hodas Family Hall where you can ask questions, find out 
more about the event, sign up to share your talent and purchase tickets for $25. You 
can also email Teresa Honnold at teresaraehonnold@gmail.com or  
give her a call at (248) 64f4-0314.  

Let’s Get Cooking! 
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From Our Foundation to Our Future: Stewardship Sunday March 25 

This year we reflect a turning point, from a “rebuilding” of our physical space, to ensuring the financial foundations are 
in place for an even brighter future here at BUC and for the growth of our beloved community. 

This will require a “rebuilding” of several specific areas within BUC’s operational budget. We must focus on the future 
of our Ministry, with a new Settled Minister that comes with a higher market cost; of our Church Staffing, with total 
compensation elements better reflecting UUA guidelines along with more realistic health insurance coverage; and of our 
Social Justice programming, with a higher level of support Staff hours.  All of the above will contribute to BUC’s future: 
a solid financial footing for our church operations, and to a solid foundation for membership growth.   

Sunday March 25 is Daffodil Sunday and Stewardship Sunday with Reception. More to come! Mark your calendars! 

Jim and Cheryl Shettel, Co-Chairs 
Judy Amir & Diane Slon, Assistant Co-Chairs 

Film Buffs February 23 

7:00 p.m. in the Commons. The Salesman is a drama written and directed by 
Asghar Farhadi. It is about a married couple who perform Arthur Miller's 
play Death of a Salesman on stage. During production of the play they are 
forced to move to a new apartment after their old flat is damaged. An 
incident linked to the previous tenant of their new home dramatically 
changes the couple’s life. Winner of the 2017 Academy Award for Best 
Foreign Language Film. (Iran/France, 2016, PG-13, 125 minutes)  

Snacks provided. For more information contact Larry at 248-569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com. 

Feeling the Need for Pastoral Care Support? 

If you or someone you know is going through a difficult time your Ministers and Lay Pastoral Care Team want to help.  
Sometimes it helps to have someone just listen. The Lay Pastoral Care Associates are trained to do just that.  You may 
request Pastoral Care by notifying Patricia or Daniel, our ministers, via email or phone. There are also confidential 
Pastoral Care request forms in the church office next to the mailboxes.  Simply complete the brief form, seal the form in 
a provided envelope, and place it in the Co-Ministers’ mailbox. No one should have to go through life’s more challenging 
times alone.  Remember there are people in this church who care about you and who are ready to support you.   

Creating Small Group Worship 

Three Saturdays in February, the 3rd, 10th and 17th, from 10:00 a.m. -- noon, the Rev. Patricia Shelden will offer a 
class on just that – “Creating Small Group Worship.”  Whether to begin a group gathering or for the sake of 
expanding/strengthening your Spiritual practice, Small Group Worship is a more intimate and personal form of 
worship. Learn how to plan different kinds of small group worship services; meditative, interactive, quiet, or full of rock 
and roll, prayer services, vespers, etc. or be creative in planning something different. You might even create a small group 
worship that becomes a new opportunity open to the whole church. Email Patricia if you want to attend, or call the 
office and leave a message at (248) 647-2380 so she can ensure enough materials for everyone in the class.    
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Children’s Religious Education 

February’s Seeking Peace rotation explores the tools our faith offers us for creating 
peace. The UU Seven Principles advocate justice, equity and compassion in 
human relations, as fundamental parts in the larger the goals of world community. 
This rotation asks, “How do you build strategies for peace?” It examines actions 
and understandings that are necessary to living in harmony with others. Some of 
these tools might be:  

2

• Inequity & Hope – How do we face unfair situations with courage & peacefulness? The Art workshop explores 
how a young Japanese girl, Sadako, found a way to sustain her hope and how her choice eventually became an 
international symbol of the need for peace.  

• Relationships – How do we create the relationships and familiarity that support peace? The Games workshop 
focuses on the Olympics as an example of countries coming together to compete & honor excellence regardless 
of nationality or belief.  

• Equity – How does creating equity help ensure peace? The Storytelling workshop illustrates how working to 
make sure that others have the basic things they need to survive helps create peace, as exemplified in the story 
One Thousand Tracings.  

• Non-violent resistance – How can we peacefully stand up for our rights, challenging overwhelming situations? 
The Drama workshop explores The Story of Ruby Bridges, which shares how one child quietly walked a pathway 
to peace.  

For further information, please contact Children’s DRE Eleanor McGuire at Eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org    

Youth Religious Education  

In February, the 6th & 7th grade Neighboring Faiths class will look at traditional non-Buddhist Asian religions, including 
Taoism, Sikhism, Confucianism, and a new class on Shintoism with teachers Bill Fox and LuAnne Holder. The 6th & 
7th graders continue to be involved in planning Youth Sunday with the older youth.  

The 8th grade Rite of Passage Experience (ROPE) class will transition to another level in looking at faith and spirituality. 
After interviewing family members in January, they will interview congregants in February, discussing ideas about God, 
cultural literacy, and make begin their first attempts at credo-writing  

High School: The Sunday morning high school class will continue discussing how most of life’s decisions are messy 
rather than absolute cases of right vs. wrong.  

The annual Heartland Area Social Justice conference will take place at the UU Church of Bloomington, Indiana 
February 23-25, 2018. High school youth from UU churches throughout our region will take part in justice-themed 
workshops, group discussions, worship, and, of course, social times and the BUC youth are strongly urged to participate. 
Please contact Kimery if you need more information.  

On that same weekend, Alexander Seidel is coordinating a reprise of last year’s successful Project Casserole. The youth 
will undertake preparation of food for 150 people in the South Oakland Coalition Against Hunger lunch program. 
Youth will be asked to contribute the ingredients to the casseroles that will then be sent to the center and served to 
homeless guests. Watch your email for signup information. – Kimery Campbell kimery.campbell@bucmi.org  



 

 

   

Paid Advertisement 

James F. Lessenberry, Behaviorist
30 Years Serving the Great Lakes Region

animallearningsystems.com
313.882.6180 | 248.236.9974

Join Us For Family Training Courses
Basic training and care and handling for 
dogs eight weeks old and up, taught at 

Birmingham Unitarian Church
Call or Email to Register – Next class begins March 19!

Ann Arbor|Birmingham|Bloomfield|Detroit|Grosse Pointe|Rochester


