
 

 

  

Polarities: Resistance 
& Surrender 

Our first worship theme of the 
new year is the polarity of 
resistance and surrender, different 
ways of understanding and 
navigating the confrontations of 
our lives.  What do we refuse to 
accept?  When do we yield and 
stop resisting?  How do we 
determine what we let into our 
lives, what changes we allow to go 
forward, and what we will not 
accept?  These are some of the 
questions this challenging theme 
raises in January. 
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08   As players consider whether to 
stay in the game, raise the 
stakes, or withdraw, the 
decision to fold is based on 
assessing if one has a chance of 
winning or not.  Is winning 
the sole criteria for 
determining when we persist 
with an endeavor or when we 
let it go? Kathy and WA 
Camille Harris look at the 
decision of folding in its 
myriad guises.  Music provided 
by the BUC Chalice Choir 
with guest conductor Dr. 
Michael Mitchell. 

!
Birmingham Unitarian Church 
A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

January 15 
“What Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Really Did” 

We welcome Rochelle Riley as our 
guest speaker. She will explore 
MLK, Jr.’s concept of Unity, that 
we need a unified approach to 
working together to create beloved 
community. Ms. Riley is an award 
winning journalist and columnist 
for The Detroit Free Press. Teresa 
Honnold will be the Worship 
Associate. The John Hammer Trio 
will play for us on this special 
Sunday. 

SERVICES  10:30 a.m. 

22 Resistance and saying “no” is 
associated with toddlers, and  
teenagers, and for some 
adulthood.  The recent 
developments in our national 
political climate have inspired 
energies for resistance in some 
quarters. When is resistance a 
principled stand and when it is 
simply human stubbornness? 
Kathy and WA Sara 
Constantakis consider the 
many faces of resistance in our 
lives.  Music provided by the 
Sound Messengers. 

29 Surrender?  Fighting on, never 
giving up, refusing to submit 
are more often the stances we 
have been encouraged to take.  
Yet much of spiritual growth 
requires a willingness to 
surrender on many levels over 
time.  Kathy and WA Bill Fox 
explore surrender as a 
spiritual practice. 

01/08 “Know When To Fold” 

01/22 “Yes and No” 

01/29 “The Practice of Surrender” 



 

 2 BUC  

Birmingham Unitarian Church  January 2017 

“A sorrow and a joy: my cousin David died on December 6. Our joy is that Jessie, 
our daughter, is flying back from Rome this afternoon after completing three years 
of religious studies!” – Kathy Ransome  

Larry Sherman, father of Susie Sherman-Hall, has been diagnosed with lung 
cancer and is in Beaumont, Royal Oak undergoing radiation therapy. Positive 
thoughts and prayers most appreciated. 

A joy from Kelly Taylor: “After being out of work for thirteen months, my 
husband Jeff got a job! He is now working for Phoenix Innovate in Troy.” 

Brianna Zamborsky’s grandma Helen passed peacefully the morning of December 
3 at the age of 102. They will remember her as kind, generous, and feisty to the 
end. 

“I have new appreciation for those who developed the procedure of total knee 
replacement, those who preform the surgery, and the caregivers. Especially my 
wife, who helped in the recovery.” – Bob Clement 

Connections 
“…joy and 

sorrow are 

inseparable… together they 
come and when one sits alone 
with you… remember the 
other is asleep upon your bed.” 

-Khalil Gibran 

Look Who Signed the Book! 

“I survived what could have been a fatal heart attack -- blockage of the anterior descending artery. I have very little heart 
damage due to quick diagnosis, speedy EMS, and skillful cardiac surgeon at Providence Park Hosp. All of this happened 
12/29 and I am home as of Jan. 2 and feeling great. Women, it was a very subtle pain, left side of chest, jaw and upper 
arm. It was more like a throbbing discomfort than pain, but it felt different. Fast action literally saved my life. If you have 
these symptoms – see a doctor! Love to all my BUC friends.” --  Jackie Murray 

The Isaksens are pleased to have recently become members of the 
Birmingham Unitarian Church. Dan is a professor of 
mathematics at Wayne State University, and Sarah is a lecturer in 
the mathematics department at University of Detroit Mercy. 
Together with their 3 children Leah (7), Gabe (5), and Hannah 
(3), they reside in Birmingham. As a family, they enjoy swimming, 
Tigers baseball, and camping in the summer. 

Arlene Heter:  “After 15 years as a U.U. in Rochester I became homeless when Paint 
Creek closed its doors. I'm very happy to have found BUC and look forward to 
becoming more involved!!!  

I am a mother of four, grandmother of eleven and great-grandmother of two. I've 
been a Naturopath for about eight years and I love working with people to improve 
physically, emotionally and spiritually.  Other than that you'll usually find me 
outdoors, gardening, taking pictures and walking my best four-legged friend, Toto.” 
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Grief Support Group, January 3 & 17  
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Currently meeting in the 
Sanctuary, due to construction, we will announce the room change when it happens. All who are processing and 
experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in this group. Any questions may be directed 
to Alison Rule at (248) 3020-1021. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group 
The group will continue discussing essays from the book, Against Everything by Mark Greif in 
January. We’ll meet in the Green Door classroom from 9:00 a.m. to 10:15a.m. everyone is 
welcome to join in our lively discussion. 

Caregivers Support Group  

January 12 & 26 
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! Join us when we meet twice 
a month at 1:15 at the church. To learn more, call Alison Rule at 248-320-1021 or Camille Harris at 248 320-9651. 

The Humanists Group Will Meet January 22 at Noon at BUC 

R & R Meditation Wednesdays in January  
No experience necessary. Come get your rest and relaxation on and enjoy the 
benefits of group meditation. Join us in the blue door room from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Led by Denise Everheart of the International Association of Human Values and 
SKY Meditation. Everyone is welcome! 

“Take 15” Meditation in January – 
Experience Calm Community  

Each Sunday BUC invites people to join us after the service in the Hodas Family Hall for conversation, 
community, coffee, tea, bagels and donuts. But what if that feels overwhelming? What if you’d like to connect 
with a few people, but in a quieter, more reflective way? Join others in the red door classroom, on the north 
side of the outdoor courtyard, for a 15 minute guided meditation led by Dawn Kulongowski a certified 
davidji instructor, or meditator Rajesh Radhakrishnan. Come if you’re curious, come if you wish to learn a 
technique that will help center and calm you for the coming week. 11:45 – Noon. 
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REFLECTIONS 

Rev. Dr. 
Kathy Hurt 

1

A recent article in The Atlantic described several avenues of research on 
the part of the brain in which our ability to experience empathy is aroused. 
One conclusion the author drew from the research was that the capacity to 
exercise self-discipline is a kind of empathy that is extended not to another 
person, but to a future version of the self. That is, when I opt to be 
disciplined in some fashion today, I am likely to be motivated to be 
disciplined because I can envision some aspect or image of myself in that 
future that I want to move towards. Discipline now is in service to that 
coming version of myself; I make a sacrifice now in honor of the self I will 
be later.  

2

This notion of self-discipline seems much kinder than the ways in which self-discipline is often 
understood, as something done with a negative judgment about the self, imposed in an almost 
punitive way. I refuse a second dessert or double my exercise regimen because I dislike what I 
see today in the mirror. I vow to be kinder to others because I dislike hearing the snarky 
comments I make today. I intend to meditate more because I feel impatient with my state of 
mind today. Each of those resolutions of self-discipline sounds as if it is rooted in a criticism of 
myself.  

Yet the empathy research reframes those resolutions as positive actions taken in service of the 
person I will be tomorrow, as though the self I am today steps aside, forgoes some desire or 
reaction, in order to promote the self I want to be in the future. With this reframing, there is no 
criticism of the present-day version of me; instead, all my resolutions to eat less and exercise 
more and be kinder and meditate longer are all building towards the coming version of me, 
pulling me towards that new and improved self without necessarily denigrating the self I am 
now.  

By the time you receive this newsletter, the New Year 
will have begun, the time when many do a kind of 
life review and formulate various resolutions. 
Perhaps this time those resolutions can lose their 
judgmental aspect, their implied criticism of who we 
are now. They look in hope towards the person we 
long to be and draw us a bit closer to that person. 
Expressions of hope for ourselves, they represent a 
lovely kind of empathy that we all can use.  

Faithfully,  
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+ 

1

Dear Music Lovers at BUC, Thank you, each of you 
for your support and encouragement of the music 
program in 2016. Musically speaking, there were new 
endeavors, new songs, new performers in church along 
with old standards that are tried and true and much 
more. The Sound Messengers enjoyed being a part of 
services regularly, showcasing some new sounds in 
keyboards (Mark Watson) and guest drummer 
(Malcolm McNitt).  

The BUC Choir had a wonderful year, which 
culminated when they sang Conrad Susa's "Carols and 
Lullabies" with harp, marimba and guitar. This piece 
was well received by the congregation and hopefully 
inspired some singers to come try singing with the 
choir in January. (Yes, I mean YOU!) 2016 was a fine 
year for music at BUC and now we look ahead to 2017 
with fresh eyes and ears.  

2

The first Wednesday January 4, Dr. Mike Mitchell guest conducts the BUC Choir in rehearsal and in service January 8th. 
Start the year fresh by singing with US!  

SoundBites Concert Series returns with a stellar kick-off concert on January 13: Peter Mayer, thoughtful and poignant as 
a songwriter and storyteller, will perform. Tickets may be purchased for $20 on BUC’s website under the Music tab on 
the SoundBites page. Children and students accompanied by a paying adult attend free. Nursery care provided. If you 
have a friend who has never attended BUC and you would like a “soft” way to get them here – they come for free, too!  

Co-Directors of Music: Abha & Steven Dearing 

Music at BUC 

MAMA’s Coffeehouse January 21: Reggie Harris 
REGGIE HARRIS has gained wide acclaim as a featured performer at music and story 
festivals, arts centers and thousands of schools throughout the U.S, Canada, and Europe. 
His work, both as solo performer, and in his 35 plus years in the outstanding duo Kim and 
Reggie Harris (here a few years ago), has centered on using his love of music – from 
traditional and classical to contemporary genres - and his open spirit and a wide-angle 
smile, to inspire hope, empowerment and positive change in our diverse global 
community. 

UPCOMING SHOWS: February 18  Cindy Kallet & Grey Larsen 
March 18 Kitty Donohoe CD release concert 

$15 Admission, $13 Seniors/Students.  Show begins at 8:00 p.m. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
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Happy New Year! While I was in Korea in 2007 during the Korean New Year, I learned that everyone turns a year older 
on the same day. Although Koreans celebrate individual birthdays, you wouldn’t become a year older on your actual 
birthday; you would become a year older on the Lunar New Year. For example, every person born in 1966 would be 50 
years old today and then on Lunar New Year 2017 which is on January 28th, 2017, everyone born in 1956 would turn 51 
on that same day. In Korea, where age is important to know how to communicate with others, a common New Year’s 
question asked is, “What is your age?” Following this custom, you are to give your Korean age which is based on the year 
you were born, not when you turn a year older on your birthday like recognized here in the United States. An example 
that is similar to asking for someone’s Korean age is when someone asks, what is your zodiac sign?  Me…I’m a Sagittarius. 
Yay to the other Sagittarius’s at BUC and by the way, happy belated birthday.   

We are accustomed to ask individualized questions.  How was your 2016? What New Year’s resolutions do you have for 
2017? For me, my 2016 was great. I was hired onto BUC staff. What are my new year’s resolutions? Honestly, my plan 
this year is to not make any New Year’s resolutions, but to learn ways how we can become more connected. What would 
it be like not to ask for someone’s New Year’s resolutions, but to ask questions that could possibly lead to a shared 
collective connection? Perhaps this year, as weird it may sound for a New Year’s question, you may want to ask “What is 
your zodiac sign?” and see what happens.   

Peace,  Ben 

 

#EndGunViolence Vigil at BUC Rescheduled: Fri., Jan. 27 
Join BUC and other places of worship across the nation, the Newtown Foundation and Faiths United to Prevent Gun 
Violence, a coalition of more than 50 national denominations and faith-based organizations, to remember those who 
have lost their lives to gunfire, pray for those whose lives have been forever changed because of the loss of a loved 
one, and to educate one another on proven strategies to reduce gun violence. Begins at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Plate Collection for January 2017: 
The January plate collection recipient is The Pink Fund, a local non-profit that provides 90-day non-medical cost of living 
support to patients in active treatment for breast cancer so they can focus on healing, raising their families, and returning 
to the workplace. 

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the plate recipient.  Submit an application online at 
www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” Contact Sharon Kirchner at 
skirch47@gmail.com if you prefer to submit a paper application. 
 

Save the Dates: Escalating Inequality Series Returns 

The Escalating Inequality Task Force is scheduling our next speaker series featuring topics related to 
economic inequality and actions that can be taken to address it.  The series dates are February 16, March 
16, and April 20 at 7:00 p.m. at BUC. Watch for details about speakers and registration to be published in early January.  
This series is open to the public. 

Service and Justice – January 2017 
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You Helped a LOT for the Holidays! 
Thank you to everyone who bought gifts for our Adopt-a-Families and 
donated hats, gloves, and scarves.  We spread light and warmth to 51 
families and others through this generosity. 

Walt Whitman Elementary School 

Women’s 
March On 
Washington 
January 21, 
2017 

Unitarian Universalists and friends in the Detroit area are invited to join the journey to the Women's March on 
Washington on January 21st, 2017. Our first principle is to affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of 
every person. Therefore, Detroit area UUs are organizing to support the advocacy and resistance movements that 
reflect our multiple and intersecting identities. This march is the first step towards unifying our communities, 
grounded in new relationships, to create change from the grassroots level up. We will not rest until women have parity 
and equity at all levels of leadership in society. 

The buses will leave from the Northwest Unitarian Universalist Church (23925 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, 
MI 48075) on Friday, January 20 at 9 pm. We will arrive at the JFK Stadium in Washington, D.C. on Saturday 
morning and then take shuttles to the National Mall for the march. We return to Northwest early Sunday morning, 
January 22nd. Cost: $110.00 

If you are not able to go with us, please consider making a donation so someone can go at a reduced cost or free! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/metro-detroit-uus-going-to-the-womens-march-on-washington-tickets-29840321204 

For additional information you may contact Mary Jo Ebert at maryjoebert@gmail.com  

Our Adopt-A-Family coordinators: Mary Cay 
Dietz, Casey O’Shea, Barbara Robinson, & Barb 
Schandevel 

We gifted approximately 250 books to students and their pre-school 
siblings at the Winter Festival held at the school in December.  The 
students’ faces lit up at the sight of books they could take home. 

Additional volunteers are welcome in the following areas: 

• Bananagrams:  Thursday after-school program for K-3 students.  
• Mobile Library (Book Trolley) Program:  Thursday mornings; 

K-6 classrooms. 
• Tutoring:  Days & times mutually arranged between the 

teacher and the tutor. 
• Contact Ben Gabel or Mary Jo Ebert to get connected with a 

volunteer role. 
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Green Sanctuary Ministry: Apple and the Environment 

Recently, riding high after yet another gangbusters quarter, Apple reached a new high, worth more than $760 
billion. This makes it worth more than, well, a ton of things, including all but 18 countries in the world.  

Think about that: Apple is worth more than the GDP of Saudi Arabia, or Switzerland, or Sweden.  And 
despite being this financial juggernaut, the company is still experiencing double-digit growth. In just the past 
few months, Apple booked profits of $13.6 billion on $58 billion in revenue. Four years ago, the last of Steve 
Jobs' reign, he bragged about hitting $50 billion in revenue...for the entire year.  

Not only are those numbers eye watering, but also that profit margin is the envy of the entire business world. The company has 
just shy of $200 billion in its cash horde, even as it has stepped up efforts to return cash to its shareholders. A $1 trillion 
valuation isn't far away. 

By all objective measures, Apple is the most successful company in the modern era.  (The Dutch East India Company wins 
overall top honors, with an inflation-adjusted valuation of $7.3 trillion.)  Yet, keep in mind the following: 

• Apple is based in California and continues to expand its operations in the state.  Conservatives talk incessantly about 
the Golden State's "high taxes and burdensome regulations," yet the world's most high-value and innovative companies 
continue to be based in CA.  You don't see Apple or its peers fleeing to tax havens like Alabama, Kansas, or 
Texas.  Why?  Because those taxes and regulations actually create a favorable business climate for Apple, delivering it the 
talent it desperately needs. 

• Apple is a corporate leader in diversity. CEO Tim Cook is the most powerful out-gay person in the corporate world, if 
not the entire country. The company itself has been a champion for gay rights, even excluding anti-gay material from 
the iOS app store. It seems tolerance and respect for people’s private life is good for business. 

• Apple takes global climate change seriously, which its post makes crystal clear: "We don't want to debate climate change. 
We want to stop it.” To that effort, Apple is spending gazillions on reducing its carbon footprint and generating its 
power via renewables. It is good for the environment, and Apple makes the case that it is good for the bottom line.  

In short, some are convinced that it is impossible to profit without trashing the world we live in, that environmental regulations 
are overly burdensome, and that our natural resources exist only to be exploited. Apple proves that profit and environmental 
degradation can be mutually exclusive. 

• Apple profits by not making everything 100 percent about profit.  When Mr. Cook was asked to commit on doing only 
things that were profitable, he said there are many things Apple does because they are right and just, and that a return 
on investment (ROI) was not their primary consideration on such issues. “When we work on making our devices 
accessible by the blind,” he said, “I don’t consider the bloody ROI.”  He said the same thing about environmental 
issues, worker safety, and other areas where Apple is a leader. 

Now, Apple isn’t perfect, of course.  Of their $200 billion stash, about $180 billion of it is parked overseas, which Apple refused 
to bring home lest it be forced to pay taxes on it. Much of it is routed through tax havens, like Ireland, drawing the ire of the 
European Union, which has begun cracking down. Also, the company aggressively shuttered its US factories and offshored the 
work to lower-cost Chinese manufacturing plants. But even that trend is now starting to reverse, and Cook has committed to 
bringing more of those jobs back stateside. 

Thus you have a company with the bulk of operations in California, committed to combating climate change and bigotry, and 
doing things because they're right, not because they're necessarily the most profitable, and the result? The result is the world's 
most successful company. 

We can all learn a lot from this business philosophy —  Best wishes for a healthy, happy, prosperous New Year from all of us at 
Green Sanctuary Ministry.  
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Film Buffs: January 27 The New Girlfriend 

Two live HD transmissions of popular operas this month from the stage of the Metropolitan Opera in New York: 

Saturday, January 7, 12:55 p.m. Nabucco – Verdi 

The legendary Plácido Domingo brings another new baritone role to the Met under the baton of his longtime 
collaborator, Met Music Director James Levine. Liudmyla Monastyrska is Abigaille, the warrior woman determined 
to rule empires, and Jamie Barton is the heroic Fenena. Dmitri Belosselskiy is the stentorian voice of the oppressed 
Hebrew people. Enjoy one of the great opera choral pieces, Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves. 

Saturday, January 21, 12:55 p.m. Romeo and 
Juliet  - Gounod 

When Diana Damrau and Vittorio Grigolo starred opposite each 
other in Manon at the Met in 2015, the New York Times said, “the 
temperature rises nearly to boiling every time Damrau and Grigolo 
are on stage together.” Now they’re back as opera’s classic lovers, in 
Gounod’s lush Shakespeare adaptation. The production, by 
director Bartlett Sher, has already won acclaim for its vivid 18th-
century milieu and stunning costumes during runs at Salzburg and 
La Scala. Gianandrea Noseda conducts the sumptuous score. 

Tickets at the AMC theater complex M-59 and Mound Road are $24. ($22 seniors). After the opera, many of us go 
for a bite to eat and fellowship. Contact Larry Freedman – lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net 248-370-8227 

Opera Buffs: January 7 & 21 

Friday, January 27 at 8:00 PM (later start) in the Commons. 

"Following the death of her best friend, Claire (Anaïs Demoustier) 
falls into a deep depression. But when she makes a startling 
discovery about her late friend’s husband – he has a taste for cross-
dressing – Claire’s view of the world transforms itself, and new 
possibilities for her own life begin to bloom. Intrigued by the 
premise of writer Ruth Rendell’s original short story but put off by 
the deadly twist it takes, the prolific Director François Ozon has 
masterfully reconceived Rendell’s tale as part thriller and part human comedy, always with an empathetic core. The 
result is an ever-surprising entertainment that manages to be, as the Toronto Film Festival pointed out, “attuned to 
the nuances of LGBTQ identities, but pursuing above all an affair of the heart.” In French with English subtitles." - 
DFT Film Guide Fall 2015  

“A delectable riff on transformation, desire and sexuality, with an understated strain of Hitchcockian suspense. The 
New Girlfriend never loses its grip.” –David Rooney, The Hollywood Reporter  

The New Girlfriend (France, 2014, R. 105 minutes)  
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The Influential Unitarian Universalists rotation explores how our religion helps us seek 
the truth. Over time, many Unitarians and Universalists have brought insightful 
perspectives to emerging issues. This is due in part to the beliefs of early Unitarians & 
Universalists, who felt that the Kingdom of Heaven described in the Bible could be 
worked for here on earth, with men and women as co-creators using their inherent gifts 
of reason and conscience. Accordingly, this rotation will examine the lives of influential, 
sometimes controversial UU’s whose lives exemplified the beliefs & principles of our 
faith. It will introduce BUC’s kids to many famous UU’s (both men & women) while 
focusing in particular on these four social justice areas:  

Children’s Rotation Education 
Religious 
Education 

Youth Religious Education 

1

BUC’s 6 & 7 grade class began the year with a unit on Judaism. Before the holidays, they learned a little about how 
Christianity emerged with the birth of Jesus. In January, they will continue this unit, which will include a field trip to a 
Roman Catholic church, under teachers Steve Lorey and Diane Licholat-Surati.  

ROPE (Rite of Passage Experience), the second part of our 8th grade Coming of Age program, begins on Saturday, 
January 7 with a late-nighter in which the youth will meet the advisors, eat food, and find out what the word “credo” 
really means. The class will formally begin the next morning at 10:30 (woo-hoo!) with ROPE advisors Mike Gabel and 
Carey Wendell. A parent meeting will follow class.  

High school class: BUC offers high school youth both a Sunday morning high school class. The Sunday morning class 
will continue its focus on reconnecting the youth while also launching into the first workshops of this year’s theme, 
Truth and Equity. Notably, each Sunday morning class is a “stand alone unit”, allowing youth to participate in any 
discussions regardless of whether or not they attended class the week before.  

• Art Workshop: offers a brief examination of the 
core ideas of Unitarianism and Universalism as first 
introduced in America by Joseph Priestley and John 
Murray, respectively.  

• Cooking Workshop: focuses on Julia Ward 
Howe’s efforts to create the first Mother’s Day, a day for 
mothers to unite & work for peace.  

• Games Workshop: briefly explores the 
friendship between Ralph Waldo Emerson & Henry 
David Thoreau before focusing on their mutual support 
of abolitionism.  

• History Workshop: highlights key events in 
Clara Barton’s life that shaped her into one of the pioneering advocates for emergency relief for all, regardless of 
political or religious affiliation.  

For further information, please contact Children’s DRE Eleanor McGuire at eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org. 
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What Scrip does for YOU! BUC’s Scrip program passed the 5-year mark this fall and most BUCers now know that 
a percentage of every sale benefits the church. (For those who are unfamiliar, Scrip is “shopping cart fundraising.” 
We sell plastic, paper, or electronic gift cards and the merchants give us a portion of the card price.) But you may 
not know about the benefits of being a Scrip card user!  

• Convenience: Using a scrip card to pay at checkout is faster than writing a check, using a credit card, or 
even cash! Just swipe and go—and your balance is printed on your receipt.  

• Variety: Scrip offers access to hundreds of merchants, from Ace Hardware to zappos.com. And ordering is 
easy. Place your order at the Scrip table on Sunday morning and collect your cards the following week!  

• Budget protection: Using Scrip cards allows you to plan your spending. You can use them to set up a 
clothing allowance for a teenager or food planning for your family or for vacations or gift-giving or 
anything else where you want to control allotment of funds.  

• Security: As it becomes easier for thieves to lift credit information from self-pay stations, Scrip becomes a 
stronger alternative. For example, using a Scrip gas card allows you to pay at the pump, but there is no 
personal account information attached to it and you are at no risk for identity theft. In addition, if you are 
using a registered reloadable card, it is possible to transfer funds to a new card in the event of a loss.  

For more information about Scrip, visit the website or talk to BUC Scrip coordinator Kimery Campbell. Or stop by 
the Scrip table on Sunday morning—we’ll be back on January 8, 2017. 

2

UFO: The 6&7 grade youth are looking for a new fun event for January. Send your suggestions to Kimery!  

GUUSH: High school youth, please remember Project Casserole will take place after class on Sunday, January 8. 
Under the direction of Alexander Seidel, we will prepare casseroles to provide 150 meals to the guests of the 
South Oakland Coalition against Hunger.  

If you are not part of the GUUSH Facebook group, please contact Kimery and ask to be added. (Parents, we also 
have a parent FB group—let Kimery know if you aren’t in it already.) If you are not receiving regular email updates 
about youth events, please send your contact information to Youth DRE Kimery Campbell at 
kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. 



 

 

   

Next Alliance Meeting: February 15 
“Diversity in the Galapagos” 
There is no Alliance meeting in January. Our next program meeting will 
be Wednesday, February 15, “Diversity in the Galapagos” with Karen 
Stankye. Lunch will be your brown bag lunch with everyone in the 
Pavilion; the Alliance will provide beverages, and cookies. The 
presentation will be at 1:00 p.m. in the Commons. 


