
 

 

       

Photographs & 
Memories 

In our last Sunday before Kathy 
takes her leave, we say our 
goodbyes as a congregation. 
Kathy, assisted by Worship 
Associate Judy Amir, will lead  a 
service filled with music, 
recollections, gratitude, and 
good wishes for the future.  

Please join us following the 
service in the Hodas Family Hall 
as we celebrate the time we have 
shared together as a 
congregation with Rev. Dr. 
Kathy Hurt as our minister. 

+ 
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04  Come share our annual 
Rite of Passage Experience 
Sunday when our 8th 
grade youth tell us what 
they believe and why. 
Music provided by our 
youth, Aidan Chapman-
Anderson, Victor 
Mangrulkar, and the Teen 
Choir directed by Abha 
Dearing, and 
accompanied by Rudolfs 
Ozolins. 

!
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Search Committee 
Update 

The Contract Minister Search 
Committee has done an excellent job, 
working with the UUA Transitions 
Office to provide ministerial 
candidates with information about our 
church. They have spent hours 
reviewing candidates' materials, and 
have presented their findings to the 
Board. The Board is now actively 
working to secure a Contract Minister 
for next year.  

Bruce Webber, Vice President 

SERVICE 10:30 a.m. 

11 As we honor our 
graduating seniors with a 
Bridging Ceremony and 
approach the end of both 
this church year and 
Kathy’s ministry, 
consulting the Pink Jesus 
to see what lies ahead for 
all of us seems in order.  
Kathy and Worship 
Associate Bill Fox will lead 
the service. 

18 UU congregations across 
the country have been 
asked to lead a White 
Supremacy Teach-In 
worship service sponsored 
by the Black Lives of UU 
(BLUU). Jordan Larson 
and Ben Gabel, along with 
WA Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt, 
will explore the meaning of 
what it means to be “white” 
in America. Music will be 
provided by pianist Rudolfs 
Ozolins. 

 

6/4 ROPE Sunday! 

6/11 “The Pink Jesus Says…” 6/18 “Is ‘God’ White?” 
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Connections 
“…joy and 

sorrow are 

inseparable… together they 
come and when one sits 
alone with you… 
remember the other is 
asleep upon your bed.” 
 

-- Khalil Gibran 

Long-time BUC member Helen Kelley died on April 24, after 
celebrating her 96th birthday on March 23. A small service was held for 
her in the Memorial Glen on Wednesday, May 24.  

BUC member (& choir member) Kristine Valo, and her husband 
Adam, welcomed their son Arthur to their family in March. We extend 
our heartfelt congratulations and joy! 

Former BUC member John Ballantyne died April 19. Our sincere 
condolences to his wife Nanci. If you would like to contact John's 
family, you may email Nanci at nanci.ballantyne@gmail.com 

In April former BUC member, John Glick, died in California. There 
will be a memorial service at BUC on Saturday, June 10 at 12:30 p.m. 
with a reception to follow in the Hodas Family Hall. 

Gloria Abrams experienced two strokes in early May, and spent some 
time in Beaumont. She is doing well in her recovery, and it is fortunate 
that it was treated immediately following the incident. She was back at 
BUC on Sunday, May 28 for the Sunday Morning Discussion Group! 

It is with deep sadness that we announce the untimely death of one of 
our former Religious Education Directors: Stan Mudd. He suffered a 
massive heart attack while mowing his lawn and died at his home in 
Louisville, Kentucky. A memorial service will be held on Sunday, June 
11th at 3:00 at the Hildegard House, located at 114 Adams St. 
Louisville, KY 40206. In lieu of flowers those interested may make 
donations to the Hildegard House (P.O. Box 5613 Louisville, KY 
40255). 

BUC member, Kathy Ransome requests healing thoughts for her 
husband, Frank, as he recovers from pneumonia at Beaumont Hospital. 
His breathing is better, and is getting stronger.  

Dick Cantley & Barb Eschner are happy to announce the arrival of 
another grandchild. Dick’s daughter’s had her first child, Gus Alonzo. 
Congratulations all around! 

From Sharon Kirchner, “I am so grateful for all the loving support I’ve 
had in my recovery from a recent pacemaker implant procedure.” 

A Joy: Several BUCers attended the “42 Street” dress 
rehearsal/Fundraiser for the Welcome Inn on Wednesday, May 31 at 
the St. Dunstan Theater in Bloomfield Hills. 
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Grief Support Group: June 6 & 20  
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Currently meeting in the 
Sanctuary. All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in this 
group. Any questions may be directed to facilitator, Alison Rule at (248) 3020-1021. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group 
The Sunday Morning Discussion Group will conclude discussing the book, Predictably Irrational by Dan Ariely on June 11. 
The Sunday Morning Discussion Group meets in the large classroom with the green door from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. and 
welcomes everyone to join them for a lively discussion. Moving into “summer mode” they will be picking various topics for 
discussion  throughout the summer. 

Caregivers Support Group: June 12 & 26 
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This group has changed their 
meeting time to the 2nd and 4th  Mondays of the month at 1:30 in the sanctuary. To learn more, call Alison Rule at 248-320-
1021 or Camille Harris at 248 320-9651. 

 

Please extend a warm welcome to Izzy & Vince Khapoya. Izzy & Vince have been attending for several years, but made it 
“official” by signing the membership book on April 30.  

Julia & Ben Pulver, have been affiliated with Unitarian Universalism for many years, and have attended BUC in the 
past. They signed the membership book on May 21. (Pictured here with their four children Eleanor, Sadi, Avery, and 
Alice.)  
Official membership at BUC requires letting us formally know of your intentions. If you attended years ago, and signed 
the book, but were inactive for a period of time, our constitution states that you make your intentions of being active 
known to the congregation by signing the book, reactivating your membership. If you have questions about membership 
at BUC, or if you already know you would like to make it official – contact Lisa Crawford at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org or 
find her in the Pavilion or Hodas Family Hall on Sundays following the services.  

Look 
Who 
Signed 
the 
Book! 
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Rev. Dr. 
Kathy Hurt 

1

By the time you receive this newsletter we will be in the month of June--
and my last month as your senior minister. This is the final newsletter 
column I will write for you. All those finalities imply that I should have 
especially profound words, a message that will stay with you long after you 
and I have parted ways.  

But I have no such parting profundity (even though ministers can almost 
always conjure up such a message) because, I think, you and I have kept a 
conversation going throughout my time with you, not sidestepping what is 
present among us, again and again pushing ourselves to talk about what we 
see and feel and think, right in the moment. That has been one of the 
great strengths of this congregation, that you are not a people who harbor 
grudges or nurse resentments, making for a "clean" emotional quality in 
congregational life. I hope that pattern continues with you, for it serves 
you well.  

2

Yet if I must offer some parting profundity in order to conclude, at least where the newsletter 
is concerned, in a good fashion, it might be this: be gentle with one another as you enter a 
time of transition. Nobody sails through changes easily or without stumbling. Be gentle with 
those inevitable stumbles, forgive often and much, and accept the same forgiveness when it is 
offered to you.  

Thank you for the tremendous privilege of serving as your minister these past seven years.  

Faithfully,  

 

 

 

Kathy 

REFLECTIONS 

We piloted a hospitality sign-up system this church year that was an almost unqualified success! Thank you to all who 
participated and were conscientious about letting us know when you had issues fulfilling your scheduled dates. We now 
need to fill  our 2017-2018 church year Greeting, Ushering, and Coffee Hosting opportunities. Each week we will send 
out the link to the form for you to indicate the dates you are UNAVAILABLE to serve, and also how often you are 
willing to volunteer for each area of service in the coming church year. The more who respond, the lighter the load for 
everyone! Lisa Crawford will begin putting together the schedule in the month of June, and will notify participants of 
their schedules beginning in July.  

Again, many, many thanks to all who made this a successful way to offer hospitality at BUC!  

It Worked… Ready? Set? Let’s Go Again!  
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Being Mortal Film Screening at BUC 
Please join us for a free screening and discussion of the PBS Frontline documentary “Being 
Mortal”.  Based on the bestselling book by Harvard School of Public Health’s Dr. Atul 
Gawande, MD, “Being Mortal” is a moving one-hour film that serves as a powerful 
introduction to health care planning and decision-making.  Be a part of a national 
conversation about what matters most to people in health and illness, so we may all take 
charge of what we want for ourselves and our families!  The film will be followed by a one-
hour discussion, including a handout and facilitated review of the simple, legal “Five 
Wishes” document for you to use as an Advanced Directive tool, if you so choose.  
Additional information on advance care planning will be made available through May at the 
Pastoral Care table after service on Sundays. 

Where:   BUC Sanctuary 
Thursday, June 1st, from 7:00pm – 9:00pm 

 
For more information:  Lisa Patterson; 248-516-9862 or lisaeverspatterson@gmail.com 

This event is made possible by the Hospice Foundation of America, and is underwritten by a grant from the John and Wauna Harman 
Foundation. 

Knitting Ministry June 26 
The Knitting Ministry makes lap robes, shawls and other small items to give members experiencing significant events in 
their lives.  Including, but not limited to prolonged illness, surgery, loss of a loved one, or births. We are meeting on the 
fourth Monday of each month, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the small conference room. Please contact Andie Stewart, 
alamonts851@gmail.com, to let her know if you are interested. 

Friday Film Buffs, June 23:  
The Ladykillers 
Friday, June 23 at 7:00 PM in the Commons 

"A rag-tag gang of bungling, small-time thieves, posing as musicians and led by the 
insanely bizarre, buck-toothed professor Marcus (Alec Guinness), attempts to 
permanently silence their landlady, a sweet little old lady named Mrs. Wilberforce (the 
incredible Katie Johnson), who has knowledge of their latest caper. Bringing together 
some of the British cinema’s great comic talents – including Peter Sellers and Herbert 
Lom – the oft-imitated 'The Ladykillers' is a true original, and a masterpiece of dark 
comedy." - DFT Film Guide Autumn 2014  

The LadyKillers (UK, 1955, NR, 91 minutes)  

Snacks provided. For more information contact Larry at 248-569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com. 
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+ 
June 2 “Wear Orange” 

BUC Social Justice Ministry and MAMA’s Coffeehouse 
present: Wear Orange Day Concert to raise awareness 
and funds for Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 
America. Featuring Matt Watroba, Stewart Francke, 
Michael & Libby (of Mustard’s Retreat), Jim Bizer and 
the Church of the Messiah Marching Band.  
 

Doors open at 7, show starts at 7:30 Minimum 
suggested donation: $10 

Happy “almost summer” from the musicians at BUC! Last month, we enjoyed a wonderful Easter celebration where 
the BUC Chalice Choir sang a couple of songs honoring the change of seasons, our UU traditions and our past. The 
Sound Messengers provided music for Earth Day and the Dearings helped celebrate our planet with the world 
premier of their original song "Quiet Creature". Thanks to Drieka DeGraff, Cathy Sherwin and Jennie Spenner for 
adding their flute talents to the Hymn Sing Sunday. Worship Associates collaborated with the Dearings to ask 
questions and share stories on the ways music moves us, and there were a few lesser known hymns and some 
favorites included in the service.  

May brought opportunities for more singing when the Chalice Choir prepared a powerful Choir Sunday 2017, "And 
Justice For All". We want to extend special thanks to Brian Schandevel for his percussion additions, and Andrea 
Thorne for adding her cello. The heartfelt, thoughtful readings and reflections were poignant and inspiring and 
added much to the service. The BUC Chalice Choir is a remarkable group of people!  

Looking forward to a couple of fun Choir Parties this summer as we think about songs and ideas for the coming 
church year. Ready to join us in the fall? Email Abha at abha.dearing@bucmi.org. Ideas for SoundBites, interested in 
volunteering to help, suggestions for special guests or ideas for music? Contact steven.dearing@bucmi.org 

Music at BUC 
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1

As we come to a close for our regularly programmed church year, I am starting to begin 
planning for our week at the Baldwin Center which will be from July 31st through 
August 4th. BUCers have volunteered at the Baldwin Center in Pontiac for the last 
several years and we have also been named the Baldwin Community Partner of the Year 
award for 2017! The mission of the Baldwin Center is to feed, clothe, educate, and 
empower. Our involvement with Baldwin has been with their summer academic camp 
where we volunteer for a week leading classes in STEM, music, nutrition, and reading.  

A few weeks ago, I visited Baldwin again. What struck me the most about this visit was 
their sanctuary space that was once used by the United Methodist congregation that had 
started the Baldwin Center. The sanctuary doesn’t have air conditioning, the pews are a 
bit worn, and the carpet on the chancel is faded. However, the staff at Baldwin want to use this space as a performing arts 
space. Wow! I had to stop and think for a moment…Baldwin wants to use this space for performing arts? While their 
building may not be the most pristine or modern architecturally, the Baldwin folks are asking BUCer’s to partner with 
them to not to “upgrade” their physical space but to help fund their music, dance, and performing arts programs. 

During this past year, BUC had gone through its own major reconstruction project. So…now that we have a new looking 
building, how do we imagine using our campus? I ask this question with sincerity and love. I often hear BUCer’s 
comment about the beautiful new entrance, and the aesthetics of the carpet and minimalize style of the sanctuary, etc. 
However, is the aesthetics of the building our end or is our building a means to fulfill our mission? What can a place like 
the Baldwin Center teach us about how we can use our space? What is important to us as a community? Do we want 
more intergenerational activities? Do we want to invite our community partners for a fellowship dinner? I invite you to 
think less about the carpet and to think more about how we can build our relationships.  

Blessed Be.  

Ben Gabel 

Adopt-a-Camper at the Baldwin Center Summer Camp  
Four years ago, BUC started a partnership with the Baldwin Center to support their six-week summer camp for K-6 
graders. Baldwin Center is a non-profit organization serving residents of Pontiac through a 
variety of programs including a soup kitchen, clothing closet, GED support, after-school 
program for K-8 students, and others. Summer camp teaches and reinforces math, reading, 
nutrition, and other skills in a structured program taught by certified teachers, along with 
field trips and outdoor play. This year’s camp will have sixty 2nd - 8th grade campers. 

For one week of camp, BUC staff and volunteers provide enrichment learning during the 
afternoons, with classes such as cooking, choir, science projects, and crafts. In addition, 
Pam McAlpin runs a three-week performing arts class.  Baldwin is two miles from Walt 
Whitman Elementary School, where we volunteer every week during the school year, and 
we expect to see some of our Grade 2-6 WWES students in camp this year. 

There are two ways that BUCers can participate in this program. 

Help plan and carry out our camp week, July 3 – August 11.  We have flexibility in the types of classes we offer, and new 

Service and Justice – June 2017 

Building a simple motor 
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It works! 

Making (and eating!) nutritious food 

“The birds will love this!” 

June Plate Collection Recipient: 
South Oakland Shelter  

Our June recipient will be the South Oakland Shelter (SOS). This is the 
same organization that we host the first full week in November each year 
at BUC. This shelter is an intensive outreach program that works with 
those experiencing homelessness to help them secure work (if needed) 
and then housing. Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization 
to be the plate recipient.  Submit an application online at 
www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection 
Application.” Contact Sharon Kirchner at skirch47@gmail.com if you 
prefer to submit a paper application. 

2

ideas are welcome. You can lead a class or be a helper. This is an enjoyable volunteer experience 
suitable for adults and high school students. Contact Ben Gabel if interested.  Pam McAlpin would 
welcome helpers for her performing arts class. 

Help fund a camp experience. Baldwin has secured 
some of the funding for camp, and we are helping to 
raise the additional funds through out Adopt-A-
Camper campaign. The balance needed is $117 per 
camper. Write a check payable to BUC with 
“Baldwin Summer Camp” on the memo line or pay 
online on the BUC website. Click the “Donate Now” 

banner, then “Click to Give.” If 
you don’t already have a login ID, 
create one and complete the form to pay by credit card or direct transfer from 
your bank. Select “Baldwin Adopt-A-Camper” from the drop-down. Any dollar 
amount is gratefully accepted. 

Choir Class 
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Connecting the Dots Commentary from chairperson Mary Jo Ebert 

During the Human Trafficking forum on May 13, the director of Michigan Human Trafficking Task Force, Jane White, 
told us that one way traffickers draw in victims is by building a relationship with them (similar to what other abusers 
do). All it may take is giving a youngster a kitten to make them feel special. What can an ordinary person do to make a 
dent in a problem as big as human trafficking? One of her suggestions is to volunteer for any kind of mentoring 
program for kids or youth, such as a reading program. What does that have to do with trafficking?  It enables a child to 
build a relationship with someone from the community whose intentions are good and possibly avoid falling prey to 
others who intend to do harm. This gives me a new perspective on our volunteer programs at Walt Whitman School 
and Baldwin Center and any other program that positively influences the life of a child or teen. 

We March! 

Indigenous resistance was front and center in Washington, D.C., as native elders and tribal 
members joined other communities of color to lead over 200,000 people in a march for 
climate, jobs, and justice. Their collective message was loud and clear:  They will not be 
silent in the face of environmental racism, fossil fuel extraction on native lands, and climate 
change. 

People from all backgrounds, hailing from every corner of the country, convened in the nation’s capital in a 
kaleidoscopic display, letting everyone know the collective voice of we, the people, is strong and growing 
stronger.  Thanks to all of you who marched for Native People, for our children, for Michigan, for our country, for our 
planet. 

Healthy Kitchen Tips:  healthy for you and the planet 

•  Catsup (you know, like Heinz Ketchup) is a great solution for cleaning 
discolored copper cookware, as it is just acidic enough but not at all 
abrasive.  Rub with a soft cloth, rinse and dry.   
•  The Tea Board of India discovered a more cost-effective method than baking 
soda to deodorize a smelly refrigerator.  It is so simple:  after your tea’s done 
steeping, put your tea bags in an open container—I prefer a glass mug—and park it 
in the fridge next to that unpleasant odor.  Leave it for a couple of days; you will 
be surprised how fresh your fridge smells. 
•  If you have a super dusty, out-of-sight surface—like the top of the refrigerator or 
high up cabinets—simply place a piece of sturdy cotton fabric over the top.  About 
four times a year (or, if you’re like me, once a year), swap it out and wash it. 
A brief thought from your friends at Green Sanctuary Ministry:   

When we slow down, we can feel into what is serving us or not—we all know this 
deep inside us.  It is the voice that keeps talking to us.  Transformation happens 
in the listening.

Greening of Detroit: twenty BUC 
volunteers helped plant 100 trees in 
Rouge Park for flood abatement, 
beauty, and the environment! 

Green Sanctuary Ministry 
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Summer 
Religious 
Education 

Children’s Education 
Beginning June 18th, Children’s RE will go to its summer multi-age programming. 
There will be a Nursery/Preschool for the littlest ones and a Kindergarten through 
Fifth grade class meeting each Sunday through Labor Day. Our summer theme is 
always Great Books & Great Fun, a mix of creative craft activities, games and 
wonderful stories. BUC’s youth (6th grade-–High School) are welcome to join us or 
go into the Sanctuary for worship. . Occasional Youth Group and Family 
programming will occur during the summer – stay tuned to your email for notices of 
future events.  

Youth Ceremonies 
If you have been attending BUC all year, you have heard repeated references to our Rite of Passage Experience or 
ROPE class. This Coming of Age program for our 13 & 14 year-old youth gives them an opportunity to examine 
religious ideas from various sources, including family members and congregants, to help them distill some of their own 
thoughts. The program culminates in the ROPE service at which this year’s class will present their personal credos. This 
ceremony marks a very important transition in the lives of our youth. With the support of the congregation, it will be 
especially meaningful and memorable. Please join us! ROPE Sunday: June 4th at 10:30  

Many, many thanks to our 2016-17 sixth & seventh grade teachers: Steve Lorey, LuAnne Holder, Bill Fox, Diane 
Licholat-Surati, Michelle Chapman, Lisa Bower, Viola Newman, and Bruce Webber.  

ROPE (Rite of Passage Experience): The ROPE Sunday rehearsal is Saturday, June 3, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary to prepare for the service on June 4 (see above). The ROPE youth will be welcomed into the high school 
youth program at the GUUSH-ROPE picnic at the home of Kimery Campbell and Bill Fox on the evening of June 4. 
Watch your inbox for details. And, again, many thanks to our Coming of Age adult leaders, including OWL teachers 
Kye Campbell-Fox, Ben Gabel, Dave Graham, Kateri McMullen, and Vickie Muir and ROPE advisors Carey Wendell 
and Mike Gabel, with help from extra teacher Bill Fox, credo advisor Emilia Askari, and the many family members and 
BUC congregants who offered support by allowing themselves to be interviewed, serving as resources, participating in 
our fundraisers, and generally letting our youth know how much BUC values this program!  

GUUSH (Great Unitarian Universalist Senior High) will help with the GUUSH-ROPE picnic on June 4, where we will 
map out our chosen activities for the summer. Bring a calendar or similar electronic device—or at least be aware of your 
own blackout dates! Many, many thanks to our faithful GUUSH advisors: Walter Dean, Kat McMullen, Tom Cranston, 
Bill Fox, and Paul Plante.  

Questions about Youth RE can be addressed to Kimery Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org 

Questions about Children’s RE can be addressed to Eleanor McGuire at elanor.mcguire@bucmi.org 

Youth Religious Education 
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Leadership Development Committee: Results 
from May 21, 2017 Annual Meeting 

Election Results 

The “bigger-and-better” election this year before the Annual Meeting yielded some very close races among slates of 
excellent candidates. Below are the results in alphabetical order (first elected, then selected by the Board): 

Settled Minister Search Committee: 

Ben Ensroth 
Marcia Mahood 
Eric Sargent 
Amy Smalley 
Lisa Demian* 
Andrew Schreck* 
Diane Slon* 

* In accordance with the BUC constitution, the Board of Trustees selected three additional candidates to complete this 
committee. This committee will begin meeting in June to start their important work on behalf of the congregation. 

Joining the Leadership Development Committee July 1, 2017- June 2019: 

Tom Cranston 
Sarah Isaksen 
Alison Rule 
Brian Schandevel 
Paul Vachon 
 

The uncontested Board of Trustees and Stewardship Chair nominees, Jim and Cheryl Shettel were confirmed. 
Ed Sharples, President; Bruce Webber, Vice President; Mary Gawel-Ensroth, Secretary; Caludia Kocher, Treasurer. 
Trustees: Debbie Fordree, Dave Graham, Marilyn Kelly, and Donna Larkin Mohr. 

The Metropolitan Opera is offering encore presentations this summer of previous live HD transmissions of four 
popular operas: 

Wed. June 21 7 PM  The Pearl Fishers – Bizet 
Wed. June 28 7 PM  Macbeth – Verdi 
Wed. July 12 7 PM  Nabucco – Verdi 
Wed. July 19 7 PM  Carmen – Bizet 
 

Tickets only $12.50 at the AMC Forum 30 (Sterling Heights), AMC Livonia 20 and UA Commerce Township 
Stadium 14. Contact Larry Freedman; 248-370-8227 lawrnceman@sbcglobal.net for more details. 

Check Out These Opera Summer Encores 
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