
 

 

 

“Singing Our Resilience” 

A hymn sing with reflections by 
some of your favorite BUC 
musicians, including the Sound 
Messengers. Led by Co-Directors 
of Music Ministry Abha and 
Steven Dearing with Worship 
Associate Donna Larkin Mohr. 

15 

“Heartland Resilience” 

The Iowa Sisterhood was an alli-
ance of women Unitarian minis-
ters in the 19th century. Their 
innovative ministry together served 
a need, but they didn’t have the 
support of their colleagues. How 
might this interesting chapter of 
UU history still impact us today? 
Rev. Mandy Beal with Worship 
Associate Tony Kubien and music 
from No Treble. 

22

29 “Blooming Where We’re Planted” 

Join in our annual Daffodil Sun-
day, celebrating BUC’s commit-
ment to LGBTQ inclusion. This 
year’s service will center on flow-
ers that bloom in unlikely places. 
Rev. Mandy Beal with Worship 
Associate Donna Larkin Mohr 
and music from The Chalice 
Choir. 

Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 
Transgender Day of Visibility 

A celebration of the beauty, 
vibrance, and resilience of 
transgender, genderqueer, and 
gender non-conforming people. 
Join us in the Sanctuary on 
Tuesday, March 31 at 7:00 p.m.  
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online 
During these months (months?!) of coping with the Covid-19 pan-
demic, I think many of us have been holding on to hope, looking 
for hope, being hopeful, etc. When things are tough, we dig into 
our spiritual toolbox, trying to find our hope. Hope sustains us 
through times of difficulty and challenge. But what does that really 
mean? I think a lot of us have a theoretical relationship with hope, 
but when we are pressed to define hope or to lean on hope, things 
become a little murky. 
Like many “fluffy” theological ideas, I have a complicated rela-
tionship with hope. I spent most of my life confusing “hope” with 
“wish.” I hope this turns out the way I want it to; I hope I get what 

I want; I hope nothing bad happens, and so on. It was only through my theological edu-
cation that I learned this isn’t the right application of the word “hope.” I read some 
books, I heard about it in classes, but I didn’t really get it until I was serving as a hospi-
tal chaplain intern. Hope isn’t about a desired outcome, it’s about the strength to keep 
your eyes and heart open in the face of tragedy. 
The idea that hope means “things are going to be ok” does not support the weight of a 
person’s soul when they know they are going to die. When it is completely clear that 
there is no “better” for someone or their beloved, hope loses all of its fluff. Beneath that 
downy layer that could never survive the withering heat of an ordeal, there is the rock-
hard exterior of a seed. And that seed doesn’t spring up into a blossoming fruit tree, but 
into a gnarled desert plant that can survive that withering sun. It survives because it was 
planted by suffering and is rooted in reality.   
Andrew D. Lester, late Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at Brite Divinity 
School, once wrote: “Hope does not function as an opiate that causes people to deny re-
ality. In fact, hope provides the courage to face whatever chaos and trauma life throws 
at us. Hope does not try to avoid the pain of finite existence nor is it naïve about suffer-
ing.” The hope that carries me in this confusing, scary time does not lie in some future 
time when things are better. Instead, I hope I don’t miss this moment, whatever this is, 
but that I stay present and learn what I can from it. I hope I have the courage and vul-
nerability to use this experience for deepening my understanding of myself, the world 
around me, and that which I call sacred. I hope this time of physical separation brings us 
closer as a Beloved Community. This is a time of suffering.  May that suffering plant 
the seed of hope in us all. 

Rev. Mandy Beal 
Senior Minister 
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Although our beloved Michigan is seeing a decline in 
Covid-19 cases overall, the last couple weeks brought 
very disheartening news: for a while, we will not be 
able to sing as we did. The science is being tested and 
challenged by learned folks all over who are getting a 
deeper understanding of this quiet menace so we can 
devise plans to continue living our lives in the best 
ways we can muster.  
So, there is hope. I like to say I am a lifelong learner, 
but I also enjoy doing things within a structure and 
routine that has been in place for a while. This sum-
mer, after twenty-three years of teaching and conduct-
ing choirs, I will begin a new adventure in my career 
and life: to learn how to create choirs when singers 
must remain in separate, remote locations. I will take 
risks and make many mistakes along the way. But, I 

will grow myself as a human and educator, as a budding technology guru (oxymoron, I 
know) and team leader.   
I know it will be worth the investment of time, energy, and finances. 
During this pandemic, our Dearing foursome is growing up. We fight lots. We have 
long, layered discussions about who we are, what shapes us. We experiment with ways 
we can communicate better to smooth out the bumps in our interpersonal dealings. We 
are all cooking various dishes which challenge and surprise us. We clean up after each 
other and holler about the minutiae of life. We play games and watch movies, covering 
eyes as needed and passing the tissue box. We demand alone time, then crave being to-
gether again. The gift of time, to have these nuanced conversations, has been an unfore-
seen treasure. This roller coaster of family life had a backdrop of dread for many weeks. 
There was so much we didn’t know.  
Now, however, we have reason to feel gently hopeful. We learned as a species that we 
can control the spread of this insidious illness. Now we must learn to ease into old ave-
nues with heightened caution. As we venture back into relations with others, our Dear-
ing challenge is this: can we take the patience we exercised during the shelter-in-place 
with us as we re-connect with each other and our community? Can we remember the 
work it took to make our family bond stronger? And, can we be open to the new chal-
lenges and experiences that lay ahead of us, even though we will not be able to control 
many of them? I hope that we will be ok. And I KNOW we will have help.  

Abha Dearing 
Co-Director of Music Ministry 
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Anyone who has turned on the news lately can 
see flocks of people gathered in different parts 
of the country, without space between them. 
When I see those images, my ire goes way up, 
and I immediately feel that “those people” 
have no regard for the human race. 
It’s tough feeling this type of despair. As a per-
son who immigrated to this country, where the 
current political scene wafts between comedic 
and abhorrent, I often think I made a mistake 
leaving Canada, and sometimes I just want to 
bail out of here with my family.  
But then I remember to turn toward the light, 
because in almost every situation, there is 
more good than there is bad.  
I recently learned that humans are hardwired 
toward the negative, and that we use this dis-
position as a type of protective shield, a de-
fense mechanism which helps us remember the 
things to avoid in any future situation where 
danger might arise. But, we humans are intel-
lectual beings who can choose whether to 
dwell in the negative, or learn how to file it 
away.   

We can move to the light. 
I don’t think of hope as a wish or something that is unlikely to come to fruition. To me, 
hope is an energy, a deep knowing that something can become whole or form into a 
truth. Hope hangs tight with faith, a tough word for many UUs, but if we can invest 
some time in the vast energy of the spiritual world, and focus on the good, positive, 
clean energy that is swirling and twirling around us, we can be refueled during times of 
grief and darkness.  
 
 
 

Steven Dearing 
Co-Director  of Music Ministry 
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Hope is the spring rain after I’ve planted 
new veggies. It is the feel of my cats’ fur as 
they walk around me, wrapping their tails 
around my legs before they take off after a 
bird or a moth. Hope is a seed breaking the 
surface of the soil, a promise of life and the 
delicious nourishment to come.  
Hope is logging onto a kaddish call at night 
with people from around the world. We 
come together to pray for those we lost as 
well as to support those who are in mourn-
ing. To witness and be witnessed in our 
grief and our anger is powerful and affirm-
ing.  
Hope is the protesters, people who have 
been abused and oppressed for far too long, 
refusing to be silenced. Hope is the white 
people who are waking up to what is hap-
pening in the Other America and are giving 
their words, money, and social media plat-
forms in support of much-needed change. 

Hope is being violently ill from the fish that looked and tasted pretty okay and having 
friends leave ginger ale, chicken soup, crackers, and Pepto on your porch for you.  
Hope is logging into classes on Sunday mornings and being greeted by young people 
who are learning what it means to be good citizens and allies, as well as how to have 
difficult conversations. It’s watching them evolve into young adulthood and hearing 
them talk about social issues with maturity and curiosity as well as with open hearts and 
minds.  
Hope is waking up to sunlight filtered softly through my skylight as three warm kitties, 
realizing I’m awake, settle around me and lull me back to sleep with their purrs. It’s 
quiet meditation with tea in the morning, and yoga in the afternoon. It’s reading and let-
ter-writing in a hammock while birds sing to each other above me.  

Eva Sagolileh 
Director of Religious Education 
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The dictionary defines hope as “a feeling of expectation and 
desire for a certain thing to happen.” Well, clearly, we all hope 
that there will be a vaccine ASAP, but that hope is a long ways 
away still, so I am not going to talk about that Big Hope that I 
think everyone shares.  
Instead, I’ll share that I was talking to an old friend this past 
week who is an active traveler. When she comes home from 
one trip, she immediately starts planning the next, and she has 
done this for as long as I have known her, over 30 years. She 
explains that she does this so that she always has something to 
look forward to. She went on to say how challenging it has 

been during this “Great Pause,” as she can’t really make any travel plans. What is there 
to look forward to? What is there to hope for?  
And so we talked about what we look forward to now, in this new world, and as you 
may have already guessed, it was the simple pleasures of life that we have focused 
on. The thing is, I need to have hope for each day and something to look forward to. 
It’s the simple acts of daily living that give me hope, whether it’s baking for a friend, 
planning to make a special recipe, working on a beloved hobby, or looking forward to a 
phone call with an old and cherished friend. That’s what gives me hope each and every 
day. I hope you are looking for and finding hope in your life, too.   

Marcia Mahood 
Rental Coordinator 

Hope. This was a tough one. When so much seems hope-
less at this time, it’s hard to think of hope in a positive way. 
We’ve been living a month-to-month existence, hoping the 
next month we can get back to some normality… whatever 
that might be now.  
I hope for my niece and her husband, expecting a baby 
June 22, that all will be well. I hope our dear BUC friend, 
Tony Hardesty, keeps recovering from the stroke she had 
May 4. After spending all this time at Beaumont rehabbing, 
she is now home confronting more challenges. I hope my 
niece in Midland recovers from the flood. Her basement 
was totally destroyed, but on the bright side, we didn’t see 
her home floating down the river on the news. I’m hoping 

for the day we can hug one another again. I’m hoping we, the staff and congregation, 
will continue to work hard to stay together and will look forward to the day we will all 
be physically together again.  
Someday... 

Joanne Copeland 
Bookkeeper 



BUC online  June 2020 

 

I would wake in my bed relaxed, comforta-
ble, and content. I welcomed the bright sun-
light coming in my windows and enjoyed 
the sounds of the birds outside. Then came 
the first thoughts of the day, “I could lay 
here and enjoy this all day long. Thank 
goodness today is Saturday!” Before I 
could exhale with a sigh of relief and let my 
body ooze back amongst my pillows, the 
next gear in my head would start turning, 
“Wait. Is today Saturday?” I would hold my 
breath as the remaining gears engaged, and 
I would realize that, “No, today 
is not Saturday. It is Monday... Tuesday... 
Wednesday..." And it went on like this for 
over a week. 
Every morning, there was a glimmer of 
hope that it was finally Saturday. Why was 
I so excited to get to this particular Satur-
day? Actually, no reason. I certainly had 
nothing planned. But Saturday has a specif-
ic meaning to me. Saturday, in a typically 
structured work or school week, means 

time off.  I would always be looking forward to the weekend. It was my reward for 
having put in good time, effort, and hard work with school, my employer, and with my 
kids. The weekend was mine to get my errands done, do the yard work, and do laun-
dry.  I would meet with friends and family that I love, or attend a special event like an 
art fair, music event, or auction. Or some Saturday mornings were spent doing nothing 
at all with all those lovely, inviting, soft pillows. 
Hope keeps the mind, heart, and soul looking forward to the future. It opens our lives to 
opportunity and provides stepping stones for positive change. I have hope for our fu-
ture as priorities change for tomorrow, we move forward with determination, and we 
believe there is something greater beyond the odds. Throughout my life, hope is what 
allowed me to keep pushing through to wake up to a new day. Is it Saturday yet?  

Valerie Phillips 
Administrator 
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Hope is a weighty thing in times like these. Two-and-a-
half months into a global pandemic, with our state partially 
closed to “normal” activity, hope seems like a thing that 
everyone wants or needs, or thinks they want or need, or 
thinks others should want or need. It’s pretty complicated, 
though, this hope thing. There are certainly physical mani-
festations of hope around us now, as the weather turns 
warm and spring unfolds. The place where this type of 
hope shows itself most clearly to me right now is in the 
different flower varieties that bloom along our driveway, a 
gift that came with our house. Our rhododendron bush 
flowers early and briefly, and it was the same this year—

but it happened during the cold snap we had earlier in May, so that brief period of 
flowering was cut even shorter. Last year, however, the rhododendron flowered a sec-
ond time in August, so I’m hoping we have that to look forward to this year, as well. 
Our irises flowered this past week, one bloom standing straight up like a sentry and a 
second cluster of blossoms growing defiantly sideways (those are my favorite ones). 
And our peonies (with resident ants) are just getting ready to burst. 
I’m having a bit more difficulty with the less-tangible manifestations of hope. And in 
that struggle, I’m also finding some dichotomies within hope. 
Hope is active. Hope is asking something of us, isn’t it? Hope requires us to turn our 
energy outward, to envision something that we can’t yet see, and then to trust—often 
pretty blindly—in that vision. And, oftentimes, we have to keep that up over a long 
haul in the face of obstacles, setbacks, and disappointments. It’s work to have hope! It 
involves risk. Maybe it’s easier and less risky to just settle into comfort and status quo 
and not hope for anything. Or, on the other hand, maybe it’s easier to be blindly hope-
ful, avoiding the painful confrontation of the possibility—or, in pandemic times, the 
certainty—that things might not turn out the way we wanted or planned. 
Another dichotomy I’m considering is if it’s harder to find hope now, during these 
times, or easier. Maybe, in the stillness of the past two-and-a-half months, it’s easier to 
listen for and identify the sound of hope. Or maybe, instead, the noise of so many other 
feelings—fear, anxiety, uncertainty, anger, grief, loss—drowns out the hope. But here, 
in our beloved community, if you’re in either of those places, somewhere in between, 
or somewhere different, know that you are seen, held, and loved. And you’re not re-
quired to have hope if you just can’t find it now, if you’ve never had it, or if it takes a 
long, long time to find it. You may feel like you don’t need it, and you don’t even have 
to want it. I’m here to tell you that’s OK. But this beloved community will be here—
whether we’re physically together or not—no matter what. If you do need or want to 
feel hope right now, let it be that. And hold onto it. Better days are ahead. 

Sara Constantakis 
Communications Coordinator 
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Calendar of Events        
All church events and meetings are now taking place on Zoom (with the exception of the 
Wednesday sessions on Facebook Live). For resources on downloading and using Zoom, click 
here. If you’re part of a private committee or group that is meeting on Zoom, your organizer 
will send you the Zoom access info for your meeting. 
 
To join an event, simply click on the meeting’s Zoom link. If you’re not using a computer to 
access Zoom, you can dial into meetings with your phone by calling the number and enter-
ing the meeting ID and password listed below. 
 
Church-wide events are listed a week or so in advance on our website, under Calendar of 
Events. New events are being added all the time, so watch your email and our Facebook page! 
 

Weekly/Bi-Weekly Events        
 
Weekly Worship Service 
Sundays | 10:30 a.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/196899450?
pwd=RXJuNFpHdWMraENaZmFDWFVaSExqUT09  
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 196-899-450 
  password: 882131 
 
 
Coffee with the Minister 
Mondays | 10:00 a.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/445635030?
pwd=ZXZoQndmRW1BdkZaN1ZqYjV2UGQ2UT09  
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 445-635-030 
  password: 196960 

 
 

 
 

Sunday Discussion Group 
Sundays | 3:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/328155806?
pwd=SXFESjhnajhzc1lPQUhvVlk0UGZ3QT09  
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 328-155-806 
  password: 531879 

Living by Heart 
Mondays | 1:30 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/332255974?
pwd=eDBNbGMxRTZaVUJVT0pUdDBYWTFkUT09  
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 332-255-974  
  password: 558564  

Fireside Chats with Rev. Mandy 
Wednesdays | 7:00 p.m. 
Click here to watch on Facebook 

Chatting with Church Friends 
Wednesdays | 12:30 p.m. 
(through June 10) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84907660302?
pwd=RU85V09WamttSWhEOVY0Z2NzSU1yZz09  
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 849-0766-0302 
  password: 042292 

BUC Support Group 
Every other Tuesday | 5:00 p.m. 
June 9 and 23 and forward 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88942466342?
pwd=NWJPMkNzWXZZcTNiYXdmSkhlSTc3Zz
09 
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 889 4246 6342 
  password: 944550 

http://www.bucmi.org/zoom-resources
http://www.bucmi.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/196899450?pwd=RXJuNFpHdWMraENaZmFDWFVaSExqUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/196899450?pwd=RXJuNFpHdWMraENaZmFDWFVaSExqUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/445635030?pwd=ZXZoQndmRW1BdkZaN1ZqYjV2UGQ2UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/445635030?pwd=ZXZoQndmRW1BdkZaN1ZqYjV2UGQ2UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/328155806?pwd=SXFESjhnajhzc1lPQUhvVlk0UGZ3QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/328155806?pwd=SXFESjhnajhzc1lPQUhvVlk0UGZ3QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/332255974?pwd=eDBNbGMxRTZaVUJVT0pUdDBYWTFkUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/332255974?pwd=eDBNbGMxRTZaVUJVT0pUdDBYWTFkUT09
https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamUnitarianChurch/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84907660302?pwd=RU85V09WamttSWhEOVY0Z2NzSU1yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84907660302?pwd=RU85V09WamttSWhEOVY0Z2NzSU1yZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88942466342?pwd=NWJPMkNzWXZZcTNiYXdmSkhlSTc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88942466342?pwd=NWJPMkNzWXZZcTNiYXdmSkhlSTc3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88942466342?pwd=NWJPMkNzWXZZcTNiYXdmSkhlSTc3Zz09
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June Events          ______ 
 
Vigil to End White Silence 
Tuesday, June 2 | 7:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85310088296?
pwd=S0tzZmI0TFRtdjgwUHJBUHQzSWRHUT09 
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 853 1008 8296 
  password: 409194 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Issues and Ale 
Friday, June 5 | 5:30 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83654705436?
pwd=K0tKamd6T2w4YUhDMEhnOHM1T1R0QT09  
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 836 5470 5436 
  password: 658629 
Advanced Directives Workshop 
Monday, June 8 | 7:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88005355973?
pwd=aUdvTkZIQnhvMnJhUjZKVTFGZEs5UT09 
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 880 0535 5973 
  password: 818656 

Annual Meeting and Election 
Sunday, June 14 | 12:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86303880030?
pwd=SkIyRms4d3hFclBDbjY0R2k4bkdJZz09   
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 863 0388 0030 
  password: 412190 

Humanists of BUC 
with Professor Mike Whitty  
Saturday, June 13 | 1:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88160165388?
pwd=MGRhd0NYOHR6OVhaNWxnU21DVHZYQT09 
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 881 6016 5388 
  password: 285345 

Humanists of BUC 
Sunday, June 27 | 7:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81903991221?
pwd=elhEUm5HQUNnM0xtM0ZpUm1zZ2Jydz09 
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 819 0399 1221 
  password: 605513 

Financial Town Hall 
Friday, June 5 | 7:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86152905231?
pwd=aFVpM3poY2pDUGk2RGpCdUhGa0sx
UT09 
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 861 5290 5231 
  password: 265865 
Beyond Voting Session 4: 
Supporting Our Elections  
Thursday, June 11| 7:00 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95911500340?
pwd=aUlmMjByKzZzNjhPdjhFQWIvTjBLQT09 
To join by phone: 
  dial: 253-215-8782 
  meeting ID: 959 1150 0340 
  password: 959568 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85310088296?pwd=S0tzZmI0TFRtdjgwUHJBUHQzSWRHUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85310088296?pwd=S0tzZmI0TFRtdjgwUHJBUHQzSWRHUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83654705436?pwd=K0tKamd6T2w4YUhDMEhnOHM1T1R0QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83654705436?pwd=K0tKamd6T2w4YUhDMEhnOHM1T1R0QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88005355973?pwd=aUdvTkZIQnhvMnJhUjZKVTFGZEs5UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88005355973?pwd=aUdvTkZIQnhvMnJhUjZKVTFGZEs5UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86303880030?pwd=SkIyRms4d3hFclBDbjY0R2k4bkdJZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86303880030?pwd=SkIyRms4d3hFclBDbjY0R2k4bkdJZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88160165388?pwd=MGRhd0NYOHR6OVhaNWxnU21DVHZYQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88160165388?pwd=MGRhd0NYOHR6OVhaNWxnU21DVHZYQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81903991221?pwd=elhEUm5HQUNnM0xtM0ZpUm1zZ2Jydz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81903991221?pwd=elhEUm5HQUNnM0xtM0ZpUm1zZ2Jydz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86152905231?pwd=aFVpM3poY2pDUGk2RGpCdUhGa0sxUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86152905231?pwd=aFVpM3poY2pDUGk2RGpCdUhGa0sxUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86152905231?pwd=aFVpM3poY2pDUGk2RGpCdUhGa0sxUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95911500340?pwd=aUlmMjByKzZzNjhPdjhFQWIvTjBLQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95911500340?pwd=aUlmMjByKzZzNjhPdjhFQWIvTjBLQT09
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From the Board       ___________ 
Annual Meeting on Zoom! 
Yes, we will have our Annual Meeting on Zoom at 12:00 noon on Sunday, June 14. We 
will use ElectionBuddy to vote on the Board of Trustees, Leadership Development 
Committee, and the Stewardship Committee chairs. We will vote on the Climate 
Change Resolution during the meeting using the Zoom polling feature. 
We have found ways to accommodate our members who are not online, so they can 
vote in the elections and at the annual meeting. We will also accommodate households 
where two people share one computer. 
The Board extends our thanks to the Leadership Development Committee for the exten-
sive work they did researching programs that would let us vote online in a simple, cost-
effective, safe and secure manner. We also thank Rev. Lisa Presley from our MidAmeri-
ca Region and Rev. Mandy Beal for their wise advice and counsel.  
On the financial front, we have an uptick in weekly plate collections and donations 
from a few generous individuals. We anticipate a continued loss in rental revenue. We 
will share more about our finances at our Town Hall on June 5 at 7:00 p.m. Please join 
us, and come prepared with any and all questions you have related to our financial sta-
tus. 
During this time that is unlike anything we have ever seen, we have some wishes for 
you as you weather the storm: 
 We wish you peace, that your heart will find its rest and ease and that your mind will 

be attuned to the beauty in everyday moments. 
 We wish you happiness, that you will find funny bits that make you smile and lift 

your spirits, and you will see good things happening around you. 
 And we wish you love, that you will know in the depths of your being how special 

and precious you are and that your thoughts will start from that place. 
Bruce Webber, President 
Board of Trustees 



Taking Action as a Congregation
Climate Change Congregational Resolution

UUA Support
The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA)
and 31 UU congregations across the U.S. have
endorsed the Energy Innovation and Carbon
Dividend Act (EICDA), which is part of this
resolution. The UUA published this supporting
statement:
“The Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act
incentivizes fossil fuel reduction, supports
alternative energies, and sends money back into
households. These are all excellent strategies for
combating climate change. This legislation is
supported by Unitarian Universalists across the
country who are working hard to get it passed.
UUA President Rev Susan Frederick-Gray states:
‘May our love of this blue green earth feed our
souls to act on its behalf. Whether we choose to
put our bodies in front of a pipeline or throw our
considerable energies into legislation for just
energy transitions, may we do so centering the
margins.’ It will take all of us and many strategies
to create climate justice, including passage by the
116th Congress of the EICDA.”

Here's a chance to vote YES to do something about the climate crisis. We must wait until November to
vote for legislators who will take action, but BUC members can vote on June 14 to adopt the Climate
Change Congregational Resolution. While the coronavirus pandemic and its aftermath are drawing our
full attention, it is important to acknowledge that global destruction due to climate change will persist
and escalate for many decades after the pandemic is resolved if we do not take action. We owe it to
future generations of our families, friends, and all people of the world to create a healthy planet.
In spring of 2019, BUC’s Board of Trustees gave approval for the proposed Climate Change Resolution
to be presented to the congregation. A variety of events have been offered to enable congregants to
learn about climate change and the proposed resolution in preparation for a congregational vote.

Climate Change Congregational Resolution

Be it resolved that the congregation of Birmingham Unitarian Church (BUC) favors:
� Public policy actions to lower greenhouse gasses quickly
� Recognition that fossil fuel pollution causes far-reaching negative health consequences
� Speedy transition from use of fossil fuels to renewable energy by individuals, corporations, state 

and local governments
� Participation in the fast-evolving non-carbon economy.

To bring our actions into alignment with our position, BUC will:
� Endorse the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act as introduced in the 116th Congress of 

the United States.
� Provide educational programs on

• use of fossil fuels, their impacts, and alternative energy sources
• environmental justice and collaboration with frontline communities

� Renew commitment to BUC’s Green Sanctuary ministry.

BUC Endorsements
This resolution has been endorsed by BUC
members including Abha Dearing, Neb Duric,
Keith Ensroth, Marilyn Kelly, Dan Kosuth, Annis
Pratt, Julia Pulver, Tom Raffel, Nate Schreck, and
Ed Sharples.

To Learn More…
Information about this resolution can be found at
tinyurl.com/VoteYESJune14. Visit this site to
watch presentations by WDIV Meteorologist Paul
Gross, U of M’s Dr. Julia Cole, and BUCers Dr. Neb
Duric and Mary Dunn. Take the Climate
Drawdown Quiz to test your knowledge of ways
to reduce carbon output.
Members of the BUC Climate Change Resolution 
Task Force are available to discuss the resolution 
and answer questions. Contact  
Anne Calomeni, Mary Dunn, 
Mary Jo Ebert, Izzy Khapoya, 
Jane O’Neil,  Karen Stankye, or 
Kurtis Zetouna.



BUC Congregational Resolutions Process 

UU Public Positions History  
UUs have a long history of working for justice and 
harnessing the power of love to stop oppression. 
Our flaming chalice design was created in 1941 and 
used as a seal on documents created by Unitarians 
to help Jews escape Nazi persecution. UUs marched 
in Selma in 1965, including Rev. James Reeb, who 
was attacked and died from his injuries. His death 
helped get the Voting Rights Act sent to Congress. 
UUs in Detroit helped smuggle enslaved people into 
Canada via the underground railroad. UUs have 
fought for labor rights, LGBTQ rights, a living wage, 
fair treatment of immigrants, and a host of other 
justice matters. 
 

BUC History  
Rev. Bob Marshall, BUC minister during 1962-1984, 
was a Labor and Civil Rights activist from the pulpit 
and in the community. He was among those who 
marched in Selma. Church members were active in 
civil rights issues in housing, education, and voting. 
Large groups of BUCers participated in Focus HOPE 
marches in Detroit. In 1994 the congregation began 
the work of learning how to be truly welcoming to 
LGBTQ people. Publicity from that event led to the 
annual Daffodil Sunday renewal of this 
commitment and, during this past year, we did the 
work of renewing our Welcoming Congregation 
certification. BUCers have advocated for public 
transit, increased minimum wage and paid time off 
for workers, affordable, clean water, and actions to 
address the climate change crisis. Meanwhile, 
service projects such as SOS hosting, WHRC/Walt 
Whitman School program, Welcome Inn, and 
others developed and thrived. 
 

What Was Missing? 
There were instances where BUC had an 
opportunity to take a public position on an issue as 
a congregation. However, we did not have a 
process for gaining endorsement from the 
congregation to do so. We recognized that, without 
that collective voice, we were foregoing: 
• having a greater impact for the people we seek 

to serve, particularly those being marginalized or 
harmed, as our principles call us to do 

• working through pros, cons, and questions about 
arguable issues and discovering common ground 

• being part of a larger UU or societal movement 
as a congregation 

• Enabling members of the public to learn about 
our values by seeing them in action on a larger 
scale and recognizing an affinity with our 
religion and congregation. 

 

Congregational Resolution 
Process Approved 
In January of 2018, the Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously in favor of adopting a process 
presented by the (then named) Service & Social 
Justice team by which the congregation would 
decide whether to take a public position on a social 
issue. It is built on the special meetings process 
detailed in the BUC Constitution, with the 
exception that a public position measure would 
require a seventy-five percent favorable vote to 
pass rather than a simple majority. The process also 
specifies steps by which chartered committees can 
take a public position. 
At the 2018 Annual Meeting, congregants voted 
92% in favor of amending the BUC Constitution to 
enable taking a public position on a social issue if it 
passes with a 75% vote in favor. The congregation 
also voted 94% in favor of the first congregational 
resolution: BUC Resolution on Ending Gun Violence. 
 

“Are We Being Political?” 
The Unitarian Universalist Association provides this 
guidance: 
Congregations or their representatives are free to 
publicly advocate for or against any issue. They may 
engage in legislative advocacy or lobbying, defined 
by the IRS as advocating for or against specific 
pieces of legislation, if it is an unsubstantial portion 
of an organization’s activities. Given all the 
activities of a busy congregation, it would be highly 
unlikely for the advocacy to constitute a substantial 
portion of congregational activities. 
In keeping with nonprofit status, congregations 
may not  advocate for or against a candidate or 
political party up for election. We still have the right 
to hold individual public figures accountable and 
support or oppose issues, but that advocacy should 
extend beyond a specific election. 
Our BUC community has chosen to use our 
collective voice to promote justice. 

This article is an update of one published in the February 2018 newsletter. We are revisiting this topic for those 
who have joined our church community since then or who welcome a “refresh” on how the Congregational 
Resolutions Process came to be. 
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Walt Whitman School Update___________ 
In accordance with Governor Whitmer’s directive, Pontiac school buildings were closed 
on March 13. Whitman teachers are doing their best to maintain contact with students 
and keep them engaged. One teacher shared that the students miss school, friends, and 
their teachers, and being able to connect online is helping, for those who can. Teachers 
find themselves helping calm students’ fears that they or their family members could get 
the virus.  
Chromebooks were distributed to grades 3-12 Pontiac students to support online in-
struction. Wi-Fi providers installed service in students’ homes free of charge for two 
months. Work packets are being created by teachers and the district for distribution to 
students. The BUC team is assisting with photocopying and distribution. Some teachers 
deliver packets to homes where parents can’t print digital files or get to the pick-up 
point for paper copies. 
Along with work packets, food is being distributed at Pontiac schools on Wednesdays. 
Bag breakfasts and lunches are prepared by the district’s food service provider. In addi-
tion, the Oakland County Sheriff’s Dept. teamed with Meijer and Variety Feeds (a non-
profit) to pack bags of food and deliver them to schools on Wednesdays. They also have 
volunteers who deliver to homes of families who can’t get to the pick-up points.  
The BUC Bananagrams team and tutors are contacting students with whom they’ve 
worked this school year to check in and see how they’re doing and to help them feel 
less isolated. 
The BUC Walt Whitman team urges our fellow congregants to continue connecting 
with youngsters in your families, neighborhoods, and other circles. This is a bewilder-
ing time for many. Also, let’s vow to support teachers and school staff to the degree 
they deserve. They perform roles for their students that go far beyond teaching. 
Mary Jo Ebert 
Walt Whitman School program coordinator 
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2020 Census_____________________________ 
Have you completed the 2020 census? Here are some reasons it’s important that every 
Michigander is counted: 
1. It affects the number of seats Michigan will have in the U.S. House of Representa-

tives. 
2. It affects the amount of federal funding (that we pay via federal taxes) that will come 

back to Michigan for schools, hospitals, roads, and other vital services. 
3. It will affect Michigan re-districting in 2021. 
4. It’s a matter of justice. Under-counted communities will be under-represented in the 

areas outlined above. 
Action requested:  
1. Complete the census for your household. 
2. Ask everyone you know in Michigan if they completed the census. If not, set a date 

by which they will complete it and check back with them. 
3. Assist others who need help. 
Complete the census online at www.my2020census.gov 
or by phone: 844-330-2020 


