
 

 
   

Agony & Ecstasy 
Agony and ecstasy:  the words point 
towards the extremes of the human 
spirit, extremes that have shaped 
human spirituality since the 
beginning, not always for the best.  
An intense religious experience can 
result in a transformative new vision 
for human life and community—and 
that new vision may open up 
wondrous possibilities, or it may 
result in terrorism and suffering.  
When the motivation for action is 
spiritually intense, it can drive 
individuals and groups to do more 
than seemed possible.  Our March 
services reflect on these polarities in 
our spiritual life. 

+ 
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05  We consistently struggle with 

spiritual extremism, expressed 
in destructive actions by 
people who claim spirituality 
as their motivation.  How do 
we face spiritual extremism 
without being drawn to take 
equally extreme positions?  
Kathy and WA Peggy 
Woerhlen wrestle with the 
manifestations of spiritual 
extremes.  Music provided by 
the Sound Messengers. 

!
Birmingham Unitarian Church 
A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

March 19 

Youth Sunday 
“What is Strength” 

We all know what that word 
means—or do we? Please join 
BUC’s 6th through 12th grade 
youth as they explore the 
components of this common 
word and its significance in our 
political, social, and spiritual 
lives.  A buffet of breakfast finger 
foods will follow the service.  
Donations support the ROPE 
UU Heritage trip to Boston.  
Music provided by the Sound 
Messengers and the youth. 

SERVICES  10:30 a.m. 

12 Agony and ecstasy, in the form 
of intense spiritual 
experiences, have long shaped 
religious life and practice. Our 
culture encourages us to seek 
pleasure and avoid pain—yet 
transformative spiritual 
experiences often include 
more pain than pleasure.  
Kathy and WA Ed Sharples 
probe the meaning of great joy 
and suffering.  Music provided 
by the Chancel Choir. 

26 Spiritual traditions more 
often teach ways of 
moderation and avoiding 
extremes. How do we balance 
the commonsense of 
moderation with the 
desirability of intense spiritual 
experiences? Kathy and WAs 
Donna Larkin Mohr and 
Benjamin Ensroth sort 
through the perspectives on 
moderate and extreme 
spirituality. Cindy Raffel will 
grace us with her interpretive 
dancing, accompanied by the 
BUC Chalice Choir. 

3/5 “Extremes and Extremism” 

3/12 “Go High, Go Low” 

3/26 Tightrope 
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Teresa Honnold had successful bypass surgery, and was home by the beginning of 
February recovering rapidly. Teresa wishes to thank the congregation for all the 
good wishes, cards, and emails! 

Mike Indyk began trade school and is excited about beginning a new career. 

Andy Gross’ mother, Barbara Gross passed away on February 23. The funeral and 
visitation were on February 26. The Gross family have been membersw of the 
Birmingham Temple since the 1970s. Andy and Dwayne Adle have been members 
of BUC for many years. Thoughts and expressions of comfort to both of you as 
you experience this loss. 

Paul and Marie Miller celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary. Congratulations 
to you both J 

Karen Kirwan is recovering at home after a lengthy hospital stay. Your thoughts 
and prayers are appreciated.  

A note from Bruce Lipka: “I do miss all my friends at BUC.  Since moving here in 
mid August, I'm settling into my cozy apartment.  It's on the second floor above 
my sister Karen's apartment.  We've been attending the UU Fellowship of Raleigh 
(UUFR), and look forward to engaging in their many activities.  (We're inclined to 
take over coffee service.) Hello to everyone, and I wish you all well.” Bruce’s 
address for those who wish to stay in touch is 2204 Doral ST Apt H, Raleigh, 
NC  27608 Phone: (984) 222-3754 

A note from Laura Bodary: “SO many wonderful things happening there! Passing 
on well wishing from me. I miss you all and am so grateful for the support I got 
when I attended there.” 

Jaanaki Radhakrishnan is a singer, student, and lover of opera. Recently 
she has begun attending the Opera Buffs as they gather at the Southfield 
AMC Theater for the MET Opera Live productions with her father 
Rajesh. In March, Jaanaki was in the production of Hairspray, and two of 
her BUC buddies attended to cheer her on. Rajesh captured this moment 
of her with the “Two Larrys.” 

If you have something you’d like to share in our Connections section, 
please email submission to Lisa Crawford at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org 

Connections 
“…joy and 

sorrow are 
inseparable… together 
they come and when one 
sits alone with you… 
remember the other is 
asleep upon your bed.” 

-Khalil 
Gibran 

Art and Spirit – Monday Nights 7 – 9 p.m.  
Come join us as we experiment with “visual journals” – just like a written journal, a visual journal tracks your daily life and 
your experience of it.  No art experience necessary!  Bring a blank journal, pen, markers, a glue stick, scissors and any other 
art materials you like.  Come every Monday, or drop in as you wish.  We will meet in the classroom with the red door, on 
the north side of the courtyard. Facilitated by Penny Hackett-Evans 
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Grief Support Group, March 6th  & 20th   
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Currently meeting in the 
Sanctuary. All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in 
this group. Any questions may be directed to Alison Rule at (248) 3020-1021. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group 
The Sunday Morning Discussion Group will begin discussing the book, Predictably Irrational by Dan 
Ariely. The Sunday Morning Discussion Group meets in the classroom with the green door from 9:00 to 
10:15 a.m. and welcome everyone to join them for a lively discussion. 

Caregivers Support Group 
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This group has changed their 
meeting time to the 2nd  and 4th  Mondays of the month at 1:30 in the sanctuary. We will be meeting March 13th and 27th 
To learn more, call Alison Rule at 248-320-1021 or Camille Harris at 248 320-9651. 

The Humanists Group Sunday, March 26 

Effortless Meditation Wednesdays 

“Take 15” Meditation Experience Calming 
Each Sunday BUC invites people to join us after the service in the Hodas Family Hall for conversation, community, coffee, 
tea, bagels and donuts. But what if that feels overwhelming? What if you’d like to connect with a few people, but in a 
quieter, more reflective way? Join others in the red door classroom, on the north side of the outdoor courtyard, for a 15 
minute guided meditation led by Dawn Kulongowski a certified davidji instructor, or meditator Rajesh Radhakrishnan. 
Come if you’re curious, come if you wish to learn a technique that will help center and calm you for the coming week. 
11:45 – Noon. 

Humanists of BUC meet on the forth Sunday in the Blue Door classroom from noon to 1:30. A light lunch is provided. 
On March 26th Mary Dunn will speak on "What is your climate action legacy?" This very important topic is a primary 
concern for those who wish to contribute to a better world. Come and learn how you can help. 

Meet up in the blue door classroom. Led by Denise Everheart a certified SKY Meditation teacher. 

March 8th: 40 Day Challenge: Meditation Journaling 
March 15th: Overcoming Meditation Obstacles 
March 22nd: Deep Meditation: 5 Tips & 3 Keys 
March 29th: Live with Joy! SKY Meditation 
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Rev. Dr. 
Kathy Hurt 

1

Dear Members and Friends of BUC, 
Last year when I had indicated my intention to resign, the Board of Trustees and 
I worked out an agreement that made it possible for me to continue my ministry 
with you in a renewed spirit of possibility.  One element of our agreement was 
that I would commit to staying as Senior Minister through the end of the 
following church year, June 2017.  With that horizon before me, I have been 
carefully considering what would best serve your interests and my interests 
beyond the point of June 2017.  The conclusion I reached is that I will say 
goodbye to you at that time, finishing my ministry with you this coming June. 

2

This is a bittersweet decision for me, though it also feels like a right and true decision.  Over the 
past year I have been drawn to write more, writing in ways that are quite different from my work 
writing, and have been increasingly enjoying that activity.  After a few modest successes and a host 
of inspirations for more writing projects, I realize that I want to have more time for those 
endeavors, time that is not possible while I am serving as your Senior Minister.  So I am choosing 
to work less than full-time, as that will allow me to write and explore what writing means to me at 
this stage of my life. 

Serving as your Senior Minister has been the pinnacle of my ministerial career.  I found with you 
the congregation I had always longed for, people with a creativity and depth of commitment to 
spiritual growth and service and a willingness to try out new ways of doing church, new styles of 
worship and music, new ways of working as partners in ministry.  You have given me a wonderful 
freedom to stretch and experiment—and have shown considerable patience when those 
experiments may not have turned out as we hoped!  We have grieved together the loss of 
congregants dear to us, we have struggled with the changing economic and political landscape 
around us, we have endured and celebrated the chaos of a construction project.  And throughout 
all this, you touched me again and again, touched me deeply, with your abiding care for one 
another and for me. 

Your Board of Trustees will be in communication with you soon to outline a plan for a ministerial 
transition.  You are well set to go through such a transition with a successful outcome, for you 
have myriad gifts and strengths to offer your next minister.  I will carry high hopes for BUC in the 
coming years—and I will forever carry each one of you in my heart. 

With abiding love, 
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Look Who Signed the Book! 
Sharon Gardner & Robert Huth: “After attending BUC for about two years, it is 
clear we both hold values which align with UU values. We also appreciate the 
opportunities for intellectually stimulating, culturally enriching activities, and for 
contributing to the greater good, which BUC offers. Bob is a (mostly retired) 
Architect , who retired after 40 years as partner in a large Ann Arbor firm and 
running an associated firm in Southfield. Sharon is a (hoping to retire soon) 
Family Law Attorney, with previous 'incarnations'  as a Special Education teacher 
and a business owner.  

We live on Deer Lake in Clarkston (with two dogs and two heritage chickens). All things "outdoors' bring both of us 
joy....kayaking, swimming, skiing, biking, hiking, gardening and wildlife, (the wildlife includes 8 grandchildren J). We 
both are M,S.U. Conservation Stewards and Sharon is graduate of the Michigan Lake and Streams Institute. We 
volunteer with our lake association board, and various environmental groups. Oh, and both practice TM and yoga. This 
past week we each joined the North Oakland Indivisible Team and signed the BUC membership book. So it seems that 
current events prompted us to more formally commit with others who may share a concern for social justice and 
maintaining the principles of a constitutional democracy.” 

Lisa Patterson: Lisa moved here from Colorado where she was an active member of the UU church. 
She is involved in helping with the Grief Support Group, and has become a member of the Pastoral 
Care Committee. She lives in Bloomfield Hills with her husband, and teenage son, Ryan.  

Abby (Vega) & Carl Klemmer: “We were members of the Unitarian Church 
of Westport (Connecticut) before moving to Birmingham. So I was looking for 
that same sense of community here - an open and welcoming place. So far I've really enjoyed 
participating in the BUC Sharing Dinners and attending Sunday Services (although my daughter's 
travel hockey schedule makes that hit-or-miss!) I love the music during the services and just being in 
the beautiful sanctuary on Sundays fills me with hope. And I've met some great people at BUC.” 
 

Diane Licholat-Surati: “I was raised Catholic, but left the church at 10. Then I considered myself 
agnostic for many years. I spent a couple years exploring the Quaker faith. Unitarian Universalism 
opened to me during my several years in Vermont and has been my chosen faith since. 

In 1986, I walked across the country (L.A. to D.C.) with The Great Peace March for Global 
Nuclear Disarmament. This summer, my son and I attended the 30th Anniversary celebration and 
Peace Walk in Iowa. 

I've been teaching since 1997 in public middle and high schools, and Montessori elementary.  

Michael and we're married in 2000. We have known each other since 10th grade at Berkeley High School. Our family 
had a more than two year stint in Dubai where I homeschooled Zachary for a year. 

My creative passions include quilting, photography, and gardening.” 
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+ Music at BUC 

Dave Sharp World’s Quartet 
Friday, March 10 

Tickets on sale now at 
bucmi.org>Worship & 

Music>SoundBites or in the Hodas 
Hall following Services 

Don’t miss Soundbites on March 10th as we present Dave Sharp World’s Quartet! Ann Arbor bassist, composer, band 
leader, and music educator Dave Sharp brings his masterful blend of Arab, Easter European, and world music to 
SoundBites at BUC. Appearing with Dave on bass are Mike List on percussion, Henrik Karapetyan on violin, and 
Igor Houwat on oud.  

Tickets $20/adult. Students and children are FREE when accompanied by paying adult. Enjoy wine and small bites 
reception following the concert. The program begins at 7:30 p.m. followed by an afterglow with wine and noshes. 

This month, some days felt like warm Spring instead of bitter Winter---just what we needed to lift our spirits. Our hope 
is that Music at BUC also helped to do that. As we explored the February theme of "Science and Spirit" the band and 
choir provided music in many styles to fit the many tastes of our awesome congregation. In the BUC Chalice Choir, 
we welcomed new members including Frank, Monika, Tom, Deanna and Harper.  

We enjoyed playing for the celebration on February 12, and love using the new entrance. Music played an important 
role in bringing us together to rejoice in the end of construction, and the choir did a fantastic job. 

March promises to be full of more thoughtful music. It is 
an ideal time to join the choir if you are interested. Come 
on Wednesdays 7:30pm in the Sanctuary. We offer 
childcare and have delicious treats afterwards. We are 
working on great choral music for our upcoming services.  

How do you feel about the music you hear and see each 
week? Your opinions matter to us, please drop us a line and 
let us know at steven.dearing@bucmi.org and 
abha.dearing@bucmi.org 
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An Austrian artist, Hans Deutsch, created the flaming chalice as a Unitarian symbol during his work with the Unitarian 
Service Committee during World War II. During that time, the chalice became an underground symbol in occupied 
Europe to help Jews, and other people, including Unitarian, escape Nazi persecution. Today, we light our chalice each 
Sunday morning in our sanctuary as a symbol to carry on the work to protect those who are oppressed.   

When I first heard about a Denver church providing sanctuary for an undocumented mother and her children, my 
immediate reaction was, I bet this is a UU church. I would later learn that Denver church was the First Unitarian Church 
in Denver, CO. Their journey to becoming a sanctuary congregation was a long one. A couple years ago, the congregation 
spent over five months in small groups and town hall meetings discussing their call to become a sanctuary congregation. 
There were many questions to ask. Will liability insurance cover vandalism? Will they need to decrease rentals? Where 
will their Religious Education programming meet? How long will folks live in the church? Will congregants get arrested? 
These were just a few of the many questions.  

Naturally, I have recently heard BUCer’s ask the question, will BUC become a sanctuary congregation? Honestly, no one 
person or committee will have an answer to that. For myself, I ask, are we ready as a congregation? Can we do this? What 
would a process on how to even begin discussing look like? So many things are pulling folk’s attention at the moment; 
taking care of children, taking care of aging parents, working to meet project deadlines, etc. During all of this chaos, we 
often do not have the time to also take care of ourselves. Then, how in the heck will we find the time to be involved in 
the many injustices in the world? There are no easy answers. What I do know is that we must begin carving out time to 
have authentic dialogues so that we can learn from one another.  

Namaste, Ben  

Service and Justice – March 2017 

MAMA’s Coffeehouse March 18: Kitty Donohoe 
and Friends CD Release Show 

Ann Arbor based songwriter and Michigan Emmy winner Kitty Donohoe has always 
acknowledged her Irish heritage in her music and songwriting, but she takes it a step 
further with the new collection of traditional and original music on her new CD, “The 
Irishman’s Daughter.  Join us on St. Patrick’s weekend to celebrate! 
DJ Rich Warren (WFMT-Chicago) calls Kitty “far above and beyond most singer-
songwriters.” She writes music that has been called “earthy, luminous and compelling” 
(The Weekender) and she’s been praised in the press equally for her voice, her 
musicality, and her songwriting. Sing Out!, one of the oldest and most respected folk 
music magazines in the industry, says that Kitty is “ one of the rare singer-songwriters 
to sensuously weave words and melody into a strong and mesmerizing fabric.” 
Rough & Tumble (husband/wife duo) will open the show. 
 
$15 Admission, $13 Seniors/Students.  Show begins at 8:00 p.m. at BUC. Doors open 
at 7:00 p.m. 
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Winter Speaker Series – March 16: “Saving our Health 
Care in an Anti-Government Environment” 

Sponsored by the Economic Inequality Task Force of BUC 
& four other UU congregations 

Are you wondering or concerned about the future of health care coverage (the ACA), Medicare, and 
Medicaid?  Marjorie Mitchell, Executive Director of Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network 
(MichUHCAN), will lead a discussion on these timely topics.  

On April 20 MSU Professor Charles Ballard will discuss income trends and Lou Glazer, President of Michigan Future, 
Inc. will discuss the future of jobs in Michigan.  

Visit the BUC website for registration information or register online at tinyurl.com/2017Series. Cost is $7 per event.  
A fee waiver is also offered, no questions asked.  UUs can bring a non-UU guest at no charge.  These events are open to 
the public, so please share this information. 

Walt Whitman Elementary School News 

Walt Whitman School is one of 38 schools tagged by the state School Reform Office (SRO) for possible closure based 
the last three years’ rankings. The SRO conducted a site visit on February 14. One of the strengths of the school, as 
reported by the principal and staff, is the commitment of community partners; i.e., BUC and other churches and 
organizations who volunteer in the school. A decision on the future of the school is expected by early March.  
Additional volunteers are welcome: 

• Bananagrams:  Thursday after-school program for K-3 students.  

• Mobile Library (Book Trolley) Program:  Thursday mornings; K-6 classrooms. 

• Tutoring:  Days & times mutually arranged between teacher and tutor. 

Do you have  a special skill that could benefit the students?   

Contact Mary Jo Ebert or Ben Gabel to get connected with a volunteer role. 

Plate Collection Recipient: Freedom House 
Freedom House is the only organization in the country that provides no-fee comprehensive services 
to people fleeing persecution in their home country. They are at risk of loosing their federal 
funding. Many of you have asked about crowd funding so that you can easily seek donations within 
your networks. To keep things coordinated, we have set up one centralized crowd funding campaign 
at https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/BREATHEFREE. You can also donate directly to this specific campaign by texting 
BREATHEFREE to 71777. BUC will be giving a portion of our March plate collection to help fund Freedom House. 
Please give generously to this vital organization.  

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the plate recipient.  Submit an application online at 
www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” Contact Sharon Kirchner at 
skirch47@gmail.com if you prefer to submit a paper application. 
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Film Buffs: March 31 45 Years 

Two live HD transmissions of popular operas this month from the stage of the Metropolitan Opera in New York: 

Saturday, March 11, 12:55 pm  La Traviata – Verdi 

Sonya Yoncheva sings one of opera’s most beloved heroines, the tragic courtesan Violetta, a role in which she triumphed 
on the Met stage in 2015, opposite Michael Fabiano as her lover, Alfredo, and Thomas Hampson as his father, Germont. 
Nicola Luisotti conducts. La Traviata .has become one of the best-loved operas in the repertoire.  

Saturday, March 25, 12:55 pm  Idomeno  - Mozart  

Mozart’s first operatic masterpiece returns to the Met in the classic Jean-Pierre Ponnelle production, conducted by Music 
Director Emeritus James Levine. The superb ensemble includes Matthew Polenzani as the king torn by a rash vow; mezzo-
soprano Alice Coote in the trouser role of his noble son Idamante; soprano Nadine Sierra as Ilia; and soprano Elza van 
den Heever as the volatile Elettra, who loves Idamante to the bounds of madness. 

Tickets at the AMC theater complex M-59 and Mound Road are $24. ($22 seniors). After the opera, many of us go for a 
bite to eat and fellowship. For more information, contact Larry Freedman – lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net 248-370-8227 

Opera Buffs: March 11 & 25 

All Church Read 
A modern-day civil rights champion tells the stirring story of how he helped start a movement to bridge 
America’s racial divide. The first Reconstruction briefly flourished after Emancipation, and the second 
ushered in meaningful progress in the civil rights era. Both were met by ferocious reactionary measures 
that severely curtailed or rolled back racial and economic progress. This Third Reconstruction is a 
profoundly moral awakening of justice-loving people united in a coalition powerful enough to reclaim 
the possibility of democracy—even in the face of corporate-financed extremism.  The book is available 
from Beacon Press, the UUA bookstore, and Amazon. Register if you are planning to attend at 
bucmi.org or by contacting Ben Gabel at ben.gabel@bucmi.org -- We want to be sure to have enough 
discussion facilitators! 

Save the Date Film Screening April 6: Tickling Giants 
Bassem Youssef is often referred to as Egypt’s Jon Stewart, using laughs as a way to speak truth to 
power. Unlike his U.S. counterpart, Bassem has encountered danger along with fame for his actions. 
His story is remarkable: the switch-up from heart surgeon to comedian during the Arab Spring, quick 
fame and notoriety, and the costs of newfound cultural power. Freedom of speech is a right we take for 
granted at our peril, and the story of this man and his show is just what we need to remind ourselves of 
that. Rest assured, you are also in for some hearty laughs.  Watch for ticket information.  

  

45 Years Friday, March 31 at 7:00 PM in the Commons "Geoff (Tom Courtenay) and Kate (Charlotte Rampling) Mercer's 
plans for a 45th anniversary party are upset by some unexpected news: A body found in the Swiss Alps has been identified 
as Geoff's long-ago love Katya, who perished in an accident 50 years earlier." - Netflix 45 Years (UK, 2015, R, 95 min) 
Snacks provided. For more information contact Larry at 248-569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com. 
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March’s rotation, Family & Community Duties, explores how our religion helps us 
share and move through the stages of our lives. Becoming an adult within a family or 
community brings on many new responsibilities. For example, it means caring for 
others who are less capable, whether they are younger or older. It requires a higher level 
of commitment and personal sacrifice from an individual. This rotation asks BUC’s 
children to think about four different aspects of family and community life:  

1. What are the jobs within a family? What are the roles and responsibilities that need 
to be carried out? How can I make a contribution within my family or community?  

2. How do families & communities help prepare kids to go out into the world? What 
is the importance of rules & authority, manners & cooperation?  

3. What are the different kinds of commitments that people make within families & 
communities? (Ex: marriages/unions, caring for elders, raising kids)  

4. How does our religion and our church support families and help them through 
their life’s passages? How does our faith address diverse beliefs within a particular 
family?  

Please contact Eleanor McGuire, Children’s DRE, with any questions at: 
eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org 

Children’s Education Religious 
Education 

Youth Religious Education 
Youth Sunday is March 19! Please join our 6-12 youth as they ask the question, “What is strength?” This year, as a 
special feature, the Teen Choir will be accompanied by the Sound Messengers! After service, the ROPE parents will 
offer a special buffet of breakfast-type finger foods in the Social Hall. (In lieu of tickets, they are requesting 
donations to support next month’s UU Heritage trip to Boston.) Please join us. See service summary for more 
information.  

In March, the 6 & 7 Neighboring Faiths class will continue to study Islam. On March 4, we will have a class field 
trip to the Muslim Unity Center in West Bloomfield. Teachers for this unit are Michelle Chapman and Lisa Bower.  

The 8th grade Rite of Passage Experience (ROPE) class will continue to discuss ideas about God and welcome a 
panel of BUCers to class to learn about BUC history. High school class will continue discussing how to live their 
UU values within our contemporary culture.  

If you are not receiving regular email updates about youth events, please send your contact information to Youth 
DRE Kimery Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. You can also find updated youth event information on the 
RE Calendar on the BUC website. 

Alliance  
Alliance will not meet in March.  Our next meeting will be Wednesday, April 19.  Mark your calendars now to hear 
an update on a grant to help bring arts to the Highland Park area.  Some creative programs are being put together, 
thanks to a grant that is being managed by the Detroit Chamber Winds and Strings. Mark your calendars for the 
Alliance Annual Meeting on Wednesday, June 7. 
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Knitting Ministry 
During the prolonged construction at BUC, the Knitting Ministry came unraveled.  
I would like to get us stitched back together now. 

The Knitting Ministry makes lap robes, shawls and other small items to give members 
experiencing significant events in their lives.  Including, but not limited to prolonged 
illness, surgery, loss of a loved one, or births. We also make Scarves for those who are 
homeless. We typically have yarn and patterns available from various donations. 

We resumed meeting on Monday, February 27 at 7pm in the small conference 
room.  We had been meeting on the fourth Monday of each month, at that time, but 
that is certainly open to change! Please contact Andie Stewart, 
alamonts851@gmail.com, to let me know if you are interested. Let our fibers be 
joined together. 

Sisters United for Peace Dinner 
Co-sponsored by: Birmingham Unitarian Church, Muslim Unity Center and Shir Tikvah Congregation  will be 
Sunday March 19, 2017  4:30 – 7:00 at the Muslim Unity Center – 1830 W. Square Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills. 
The evening will be a potluck followed by educational and action oriented opportunities. Limited tickets available 
during coffee hour or by contacting Penny Hackett-Evans at evansph2@wowway.com  

Climate Stuff, Parts I & II 

1. Recently, a New York Times editorial concluded, “A large majority of Americans want the government to address 
climate change—78 percent of registered voters support change on taxing emissions, regulating them or doing both, 
according to a Yale survey conducted after the election.  The Republican elders are offering their party an opening to 
change the conversation.  It should take the cue.”  NYT was referencing the plan from three prominent elder 
Republicans. 

A USA Today editorial stated, “But with evidence mounting by the day of the harmful effects of greenhouse gases 
accumulating in the atmosphere, the Baker plan represents a significant Republican-led effort to address climate change, 
one that’s more than a lot of hot air.” 

In case you missed it, the plan released from the Climate Leadership Council—which includes Henry Paulson, George 
Shultz and James Baker—proposes an upstream tax on carbon dioxide emissions starting at $40 per ton and slowly rising 
thereafter.  All of the revenue would be returned to households as quarterly dividends.  Border adjustment tariffs would 
be applied to carbon-intensive imports from nations lacking an equivalent price on carbon.  The not-so-good part of 
their plan calls for elimination of EPA rules governing carbon pollution, including the Clean Power Plan. 

2. As I write this article, with about eight days left in February and the temperature reaching better than 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit, I cannot help but think about the so-called “Chinese climate hoax” thing.  Some folks are ready to cross the 
aisle and work together to help resolve the gravest issue of our time. Let’s hope that critical thinking and long-term logic 
prevail.  Yours in faith, Donna Larkin Mohr 

Green Sanctuary Ministry 



 

 

   

Adult Bereavement Support Class Begins March 1st 
This group will meet for six weeks, and is specifically for individuals who have experienced the death of a parent. 

Six Wednesday evenings:  March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5. This group will meet in the north green door classroom off of the 
courtyard. Call Cindy Goldman at 248-320-1750 to register for the 
group, or to ask any questions. 

The purpose of the group: 

• To provide a safe, supportive environment in which people 
can come together to share their concerns related to their 
loss and grief. 

• To provide education and information about the grief 
process. 

• To help facilitate healthy ways of coping with loss and grief. 

Our group’s facilitator will be BUC member, Cindy Goldman. She 
is a licensed professional counselor (LPC) in the state of Michigan, 
as well as a nationally certified counselor (NCC). Cindy began 
focusing on bereavement work in 1998, including presentations on 
grief/loss and facilitating support groups. 


