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01	 “Violence and Sabbath”  
Worship Associates 
William Fox, Anthony 
Kubien and Donna Larkin 
Mohr will explore what we 
might do to mitigate some 
of the violence in our lives, 
our world, and the 
concomitant spiritual 
numbness that often 
accompanies it. Music by 
the BUC Chalice Choir. 

!
Birmingham Unitarian Church 
A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

SERVICE	10:30	a.m.	
Our	services	are	broadcast	live	on	
our	BUC	Facebook	page	and	

posted	on	our	website	
www.bucmi.org	

08	 The Rev. Daniel Budd will 
examine how as UUs, we 
take pride in thinking for 
ourselves, but often reject 
words and terms based 
upon other people's 
definitions and experiences. 
Music by the BUC band, 
Sound Messengers.  

22	 Rev. Patricia Shelden & 
Rev. Daniel Budd will 
jointly lead this worship 
service. The BUC band 
Sound Messengers will 
provide the music. 

10/8 “People of the Word” 

10/15 “With or Without God” 

10/22 “Ministry & Marriage” 

10/29	“All	Are	Called”	
Ben Gabel Director of Service & 
Social Justice will share how 
Unitarian Universalists, through 
public witness, education, and 
introspection, are coming to 
understand that fighting white 
supremacy means both resisting its 
most blatant forms “out there,” and 
disrupting its systemic manifestations 
within our own community of faith. 

Ben Gabel and Worship Associate 
Paul Vachon will continue our 
ongoing conversations about how we 
put our faith into action. Music will 
be provided by Roudolfs Ozolins 
BUC Pianist.  

+	 BUC’s	Fall	
Rummage	Sale	
October	5,	6,	&	7	

Hundreds of volunteers, lots of 
great community building, good 
food, and super cool finds – what’s 
not to love about Rummage? 

Thursday, Oct. 5: 6:30 – 9:00 pm 
& check BUC’s Facebook page for 
the Silent Auction Link on Oct. 4 

Friday, Oct. 6: 10:00 – 2:00 pm 
Everything is ½ price! 

Saturday, Oct. 7: 9:00 – noon 
Bag Day! $5 for paper grocery bag, 
$10 for large plastic garbage bag 

15	 The Rev. Patricia Shelden 
will expand on one of the 
themes from her sermon 
on September 17. Focusing 
on the need for each of us 
to do the intentional work 
of uncovering our 
individual faith. Music by 
the BUC Chalice Choir. 
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Connections	
“…Joy	and	

sorrow	are	

inseparable…	together	they	
come	and	when	one	sits	
alone	with	you…	remember	
the	other	is	asleep	upon	your	
bed.”	

--	Khalil	Gibran	

1

Ann Throop would like to thank the many people who sent cards and 
healing thoughts while she recuperated from her broken hip. It is nice to be 
part of such a caring community. 

Margot LeRoy & Richard Holtzman 
have sold their home, and purchased a 
home in Greenville, South Carolina. 
Margot and Richard will be moving to 
their new address on October 10 (see 
our directory). Margot wrote a beautiful 
goodbye to her BUC family, full of 
gratitude to so many people. It was too 
long to share here. Instead, we wish to 
share our gratitude to her for the myriad ways she has impacted this 
congregation with her 30 years of involvement. Margot sang in the choir, 
volunteered as a food coordinator for the South Oakland Shelter, 

Loss	&	Grief	Lecture	Series		
The Rev. Patricia Shelden has worked in the field of Loss and Grief for the last 22 years.  She has 
lectured seminarians, medical students and residents, teachers, parents, and School Psychologists 
about these issues, and is now offering a series of lectures on the Issues of Loss and Grief while 
here at BUC. The lecture series includes: 

•  A New Model of Loss and Grief, a new perspective, Thursday, October 19, at 7:00 pm in the 
red door classroom on the north side of the courtyard. 

• Children & Teens and Loss & Grief, Thursday, October 26, at 7:00 pm - This will include a consideration of 
developmental stages of growth and how that relates to children and teens ability to understand, process and react.  
This lecture is very helpful for teachers and family members. 

• Surviving the Holidays After a Loss, Thursday, November 2, at 7:00 pm - This workshop will include some new 
and different things to include to help your family, or any group, make it through the seasons, both being able to 
acknowledge the loss you all have shared and enjoy your seasonal gatherings more than you would imagine. 

These lectures are free and open to the public.  Feel free to invite any and all you think might benefit. 

2

volunteered her considerable culinary and organizational skills in multiple settings, helped with the Memorial Services 
Committee, helped prepare Rummage food, worked with the Alliance, participated in book clubs, and was part of the 
knitting ministry. She gave BUC SO much of herself, and did it with a smile. She leaves a giant Margot shaped hole. If 
anyone is ever in SC, Margot has invited you for a visit! J  

On August 19, Carey Wendell’s father, Loren Cole chose to end his life at the age of 77 after suffering for awhile from 
terminal cancer. Carey and her mother were able to be in communication with him prior to his decision. Our 
compassion, thoughts, and blessings to Carey, and her whole family as they process this extra difficult death. 

“My mom, Hannia Zetouna passed on to her next life on August 28, 2017.” – Kurtis Zetouna. He used his video talents 
to create a tribute video to his Yuma, and shared it to YouTube and Facebook https://youtu.be/Ujj5MARGOuo  
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Sunday	Morning	Discussion	Group	

Grief	Support	Group:	October	3	&	17		
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30 -- 6:00 p.m. Currently meeting in the 
Sanctuary. All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in this 
group. Any questions may be directed to facilitator, Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021.	

This group meets from 9:00 to 10:15 am in the smaller Green Door classroom. Each week we vote on a topic to discuss 
from those suggested by all of the attendees. Everyone is invited to come, join us, and be surprised at the topic the majority 
chooses! 

Caregivers	Support	Group:	October	9	&	23	
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This meets the 2nd and 4th  
Mondays of the month at 1:30 in the large conference room, (first room to your right when you come in the main 
entrance). To learn more, call Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021 or Camille Harris at (248) 320-9651. 

Alliance	Program	Year	Begins	October	18	
The Alliance’s opening meeting will be Wednesday, October 18.  We’ll meet for lunch, catered by our own Anne 
Calomeni, at noon in the Pavilion. 

We’re delighted our speakers will be our new ministers - the Rev. Patricia Shelden and the Rev. Daniel Budd. This is 
another opportunity to get better acquainted with them.  They will speak a little about their background and their ideas 
about their ministry here and plans for BUC.  There will be opportunities for questions and answers.  Their talk will begin 
at 1:00 pm in the Commons. 

The cost of the luncheon is $10.  We will also be collecting our $10 dues, and optionally, our $25 contribution to our 
national association, the UU Women’s Federation. 

Come a little early to sign in and have a chance to visit before lunch.  It will be good to be back together again! 

Humanists	of	BUC	October	29	
The October meeting will be on Sunday, the 29th with former Michigan Supreme Court Justice, the Honorable Marilyn 
Kelly, sharing her personal credo. A light lunch will be provided at noon with the program beginning at 12:15 pm. The 
meeting generally ends between 1:00 to 1:30 pm and is held in the large lower level classroom. This fall we are asking our 
guest to speak on what is most important to them in living a good life. Our ministers are expected to speak to our group 
in November. We hope you will join us!	
Living	By	Heart	–	On	Hiatus	in	October	
The Monday night creativity/writing group will be on hiatus for the month of October.  See you again in November! 
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The	Art	&	Science	of	Getting	Along	
Are you interested in learning to:  

• Be more compassionate with yourself and others by increasing awareness of feelings and needs 
• Distinguish actual observations from the story about what happened 
• Translate judgmental thoughts into the underlying feelings and needs 
• Listen empathically  
• Receive “hard to hear” statements without taking it personally 
• Support your own values, while equally honoring the needs of others 

 
Katie Testa from the Metro Detroit Non-violent Communication group will lead this group of BUCers in learning the 
above skills.  There will be a series of six Saturday morning practice sessions offered at BUC from Oct. 14 – Nov. 18 (free 
to BUC members -- a $150 value – but advance registration is required) https://www.bucmi.org/nvc- registration-fall2017. 
Questions may be directed to the Rev. Penny Hackett-Evans at Evansph2@gmail.com  

Women’s	Silent	Retreat	Day:	Tuesday,	October	31	
We hope you will join us as we gather together for a day of quiet, solitude and 
community at the Hawk Woods Nature Center in Auburn Hills from 10:00 am – 
4:00 pm.  The day will begin with a gathering circle where we each set an 
intention for the day and then will be held in silence until the closing circle at the 
end of the day.  You are free to follow your own muse – read, write, hike, 
meditate, make art, sit by the fireplace etc. The cost is $20 and you will need to 
bring your own brown bag lunch.  Register on line 

https://www.bucmi.org/october-31-silent-retreat-registrat or contact Penny Hackett-Evans Evansph2@gmail.com for 
more information. 
 

BUC	Opera	Buffs 

BUC opera fans will attend two live HD transmissions of popular operas this 
month from the stage of the Metropolitan Opera in New York: 

Saturday, October 7, 12:55 pm  Norma – Bellini 

• The 2017-18 Met season opens with a new production of Bellini’s 
masterpiece, starring Sondra Radvanovsky as the Druid priestess and Joyce 
DiDonato as her archrival. Sir David McVicar’s evocative sets place the 
production deep in a Druid forest where nature and ancient ritual rule.  

Saturday, October 14, 12:55 pm The Magic Flute  - Mozart  

• Music Director Emeritus James Levine conducts the full length German version of Mozart’s magical fable, seen 
in Julie Taynor’s spectacular production which captures both the opera’s earthy comedy and its noble mysticism. 

The BUC group will meet at the Maple Theater – Maple Road and Telegraph. Tickets are available online or at the box 
office ($24 - $22 seniors). After the opera join us for a bite to eat and fellowship at a nearby restaurant. Contact Larry 
Freedman – lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net 248-370-8227 
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BUC’s   
Co-Minister  
Comments   

1

One month under our belts and I can now find the rooms (most of them) where 
I need to be.  I am hearing many of your stories about this church and how very 
much it means to you.  What a blessing that is.  If in the coming months you 
start to feel impatient with the Search process for your new settled minister  - you 
can trust that your Search Team cares as much about the congregation as you do.  
You are in good hands. 

Daniel and I are also hearing from some committees some of the things you want 
to change and/or keep the same.  Thank you for that input.  It provides us with 
a better understanding of the direction to move while we are here.   

One month and I feel as if we are old colleagues.  Colleagues who share a goal 
and great pride in what we have accomplished.  Colleagues who listen and 
respond carefully.  Colleagues who undertake a major change with open minds 
and hearts.  Bless you for your commitment to this community of faith and 
shared values.  You may need your seatbelt for an occasional bumpy ride but 
your drivers are careful and intentional and are working well.  It will all be well 
done and I trust that this journey will have a very happy ending. 

Patricia 

2

Musing 

I happened to think the other day: Patricia and I are taking our Michigan turn this year. And having taken that turn, I'm 
looking forward to getting fully settled in. But we've been a bit distracted. Our house in Cleveland needed some work 
before our renters move in October 1st, and we have been back and forth a few times to get that work done. The last 
couple times it has felt a bit disconcerting, like we need to make this move, temporary as it is, we need to make this turn 
and be done with it. Settled. Here. 

So much spiritual wisdom has to do with that, with being where you are, present in your whole being. A key fob a friend 
got me as a going away gift very aptly had this quotation from Rumi stamped into it: "Wherever you stand be the soul of 
that place." And so we shall be. 

By the time you read this, we will have made our last trip back to Cleveland to work on the house. It will feel good to be 
here, fully, standing in the soul of this place to journey with you in this transitional year, making our Michigan turn and 
faring forward with you. 

Blessings, 

Daniel 

Chalice Circles Begin! 
Last chance to sign up! Chalice Circles are small circles of people from BUC, who meet twice a month from October – 
April for conversation and to practice listening to one another. Each session is facilitated and there is a provided topic. 
The goal is to create opportunities for more in-depth sharing about our lives. We have an afternoon circle and an 
evening circle forming. Sign up here https://www.bucmi.org/chalice-circle-resistration and/or contact Penny Hackett-
Evans at Evansph2@gmail.com for more information.  



	

	 6	BUC		

Birmingham	Unitarian	Church		 October	2017	

+	

1

MAMA’s	Coffeehouse:	
Heather	Pierson	Acoustic	
Trio	
Saturday, October 21, 2017, 8:00 p.m. 

Heather Pierson is an award-winning multi-instrumentalist, 
singer/songwriter, and performer. From New Orleans-style 
jazz and blues to rousing Americana and poignant folk 
narratives, Heather’s live performances with her acoustic 
trio move seamlessly and effortlessly from one style to the 
next, and a growing catalog of wildly divergent CD releases 
reflects her boundless creativity. 

"Wow! She has it all and then some. And the band, equally 
impressive. Fabulous voice, great poise on stage, great instrumental 
chops, and good songs!”  - Rich Warren, WFMT 

GEORGE HERITIER will open the show 

2

Music	at	BUC	
Happy autumn, beloved congregation! This season is buzzing with great music paired 
with great words. Initial shout out goes to our new ministers for the year: Reverends 
Patricia and Daniel. These two worship leaders seem to understand the marriage of music 
and words. Their sensitivity to how the words and music can align with each other to 
create a more whole and satisfying worship experience makes collaborating with them 
easy and fun. We hope you enjoy the challenge of discovering the ways we are trying to 
connect our unified message through any particular Sunday. 

Choir News: while a few of our loyal members have taken a short term hiatus from choir, 
we have welcomed several new members.  See those new faces in the choir loft? Yours 
could be among them… The choir is busy rehearsing for upcoming Sundays, touching on 
many different themes. Our December event featuring a small orchestra as 
accompaniment to John Rutter's "Gloria " will be a powerful performance. Steve has 

assembled many professionals from within the BUC community and metro Detroit music ensembles to play December 
10. You don't want to miss it! 

Our first Sound Bites concert of the year is approaching on Friday, November 17. The David 
Sharpe Quartet, (the group canceled due to power outage last year), will be performing. Come 
and hear this eclectic, jazzy ensemble.  

As always, your co-directors of music, Steven and Abha, are happy to talk about music at our 
church.  We are lucky to have our talented pianist Rudolfs Ozolins as choir accompanist and 
solo pianist as well. You can get involved. Have a music or song idea for Sound Messengers or 
choir? Want to help with music events? Let us know. 
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Green	Sanctuary	Ministry	
Project Drawdown Webinar – Two Dates  

Paul Hawken has assembled dozens of experts to identify the best ways to 
reverse global warming. Hope you can join us at one of the offerings.  

• Wednesday, Oct. 4 at the Congregational Church of 
Birmingham from 1:15 p.m. — 2:15 p.m. for the LIVE Webinar. Register at 
www.tinyurl.com/DrawdownCCB104 

• Wednesday, Oct. 11 at BUC from 6:15 p.m. — 7:15 p.m. (taped Register at 
www.tinyurl.com/DrawdownBUC1011 

Green Sanctuary Annual Harvest Potluck: October 15, 2017 immediately after service 

Bring a dish to pass* – organic and made from locally sourced food if at all possible, enjoy the company of your BUC 
community, and enjoy being ‘green.’ This annual event helps us all remember to EAT LOCAL! 

BUT WHY?  Buying locally-produced food (grown within 100 miles of where you bought it) . . . 

• Helps reduce your carbon footprint 
Each year, 817 million tons of food is shipped around the planet. The result is that a basic diet of 
imported products can use four times the energy and produce four times the emissions of an 
equivalent domestic diet! Source:  Center for Environmental Education, 
http://www.ceeonline.org/greenguide/food/upload/environmenthealth.aspx 

• Is better for you and your body 
Local food has a shorter time between harvest and your table, and it is less likely that the nutrient 
value has decreased. Food imported from far-away states and countries is often older, has traveled and 
sits in distribution centers before it gets to your store. Source: Michigan State University 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/7_benefits_of_eating_local_foods  

• Supports your local economy  
Purchasing locally builds your local economy instead of handing over the earnings to a corporation in another 
city, state, or country. Also, since the food itself moves through less hands, more of the money you spend will 
end up in the pockets of those raising and growing those foods. Source: University of Washington 
https://www.washington.edu/wholeu/2016/04/29/the-benefits-of-eating-locally-grown-foods/  

Don’t know where to buy?  Check out the Michigan Farmers Market Association at http://mifma.org for  

• a list of local farmer’s markets  
• recipes for seasonal foods  

See you for lunch on October 15! 

Green Sanctuary Ministry 

Jane ONeil, Co-Chair 
Cindy Clement, Co-Chair 
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1

BUC	Hosts	the	South	Oakland	Shelter	
We can’t all help “hands on” in Texas and Florida, but we can help the homeless in the tri-county area thru SOS. BUC 
hosts SOS on November 5 through 12. Save the date to volunteer. We need hosts, drivers, food, facilities set-up, 
laundry, activities and musicians, as well as a few more task leaders.  

Sign-Up Methods:  At BUC after service on October 15, 22 and 29 

• SignUp Genius online for DRIVERS ONLY October 15 -29 
• Via Paul Plante email or phone:  pplante@twmi.rr.com, 734-464-1577 

SOS is 32 years old, and BUC is one of its founding congregations. We are joined by Northwest UU, Farmington UU, 
Beacon UU and Muslim Unity Center (MUC) for our host week. Congrats to MUC on being awarded the 2017 SOS 
Congregation Partner of the Year! 

SOS Mission:  Building communities that end homelessness. 

Core Programs:  Emergency shelter, housing assistance, HandUp Detroit (direct help to homeless person), housing 
development (low income housing owned by SOS), case management, and follow-up care.  SOS is also increasing efforts 
to obtain employment for clients. 

SOS impact in 2016 

• Served 583 people in 379 households 
• Assisted 396 people to secure and/or maintain housing 
• 73% (134) of shelter guests exited into housing 
• 86% of Follow-up Care participants maintained their housing 
• HandUp Detroit met over 340 needs through crowdfunding 

89% of expenses went directly to client support and services 

Contact:  Paul Plante, SOS Coordinator, (734) 464-1577 email: 
pplante@twmi.rr.com  

More details about SOS:  www.southoaklandshelter.org	
	
Everyone’s	Cool	at	Walt	Whitman	Elementary	
In the March 2016 election, Pontiac voters passed a millage to fix the district’s aging schools.  This summer, Walt 
Whitman Elementary was upgraded with a new roof, HVAC system, sidewalks, re-paved driveways and parking lots, and 
flooring repairs. The excessive heat in some areas of the school has given way to comfortable conditions. The three 
performance areas of focus this year are academics, attendance, and behavior. It was good news to hear new principal 
Nelson Henry state that he will fight to keep class sizes at a level conducive to learning. BUC tutors and book trolley 
volunteers are back to school, and Bananagrams will start after standardized testing. Contact Mary Jo Ebert if you’d like 
to be part of our team of volunteers dedicated to helping Whitman students succeed; maryjoebert@gmail.com. 

Service	and	Justice	–	October	2017	
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2

Comedy	Castle	Welcome	Inn	Fundraiser,	Tuesday,	October	24th			
Come enjoy a delicious dinner catered by Movable Feast and enjoy Crystal 
P., a family friendly comedienne, at Mark Ridley’s Comedy Castle in Royal 
Oak. In addition to the great food, and show, there will be a silent auction 
with some wonderful offerings. Tickets are available from Sharon Kirchner 
at the Service and Justice table on Sundays in the Hodas Family Hall, 
following the service, at a cost of $35.  

Issues	&	Ale	October	6	at	6	pm	
In the aftermath of Charlottesville, Virginia, President Trump blamed the violence on both sides. Who are these “sides” 
and are they both equally to blame for the violence that occurred? Join BUC Director of Service and Social Justice, Ben 
Gabel, and fellow BUCers to discuss the rise of white supremacy and the reactions to it.  

Engage in conversations about important issues in an informal atmosphere. Stop by, have a drink and some food, and 
join in the conversation. M-Brew at 177 Vester Avenue, Ferndale, MI 48220 

October	Plate	Collection	Recipient:	Hospice	Foundations	Camp	
Kangaroo		
Camp Kangaroo is a bereavement camp experience offered free of charge to children in the community who have suffered 
the death of a loved one. Participants receive grief education and emotional support combined with fun camp activities.  

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the monthly plate collection recipient.  Submit an 
application online at www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” Contact Sharon 
Kirchner at skirch47.hotmail.com if you prefer to submit a paper application. 

Film	Buffs	Friday,	October	27 

This month the Film Buffs, along with the Social 
Justice Committee, present this highly acclaimed 
documentary  "… a thrilling introduction to James 
Baldwin's work, a remedial course in American 
history, and an advance seminar in racial politics 
…" - A. O. Scott, New York Times. We have 
limited seating available, and are asking people to 
register at this Eventbrite link 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/i-am-not-your-
negro-tickets-38414313245 to be sure we don’t 
overflow our capacity. The event is FREE, simply request a ticket online, or sign up in the Hodas Family Hall on Sundays 
at the Service & Justice table.  

We'll watch and have time for discussion following the movie. The movie is approximately 90 minutes long, and is rated 
PG. Hope you can join us! Snacks provided. Friday, October 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the Commons. For more information 
contact Larry at ljwisniew@yahoo.com or Mary Jo at maryjoebert@gmail.com. 
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Religious	
Education	
2017-2018	

1

Children’s	RE	
BUC’s K-5th graders will continue exploring the history and meaning of different 
sacred places across the world. For further information, please contact Children’s 
Director of Religious Education, Eleanor McGuire at eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org  

Youth	Religious	Education	
As always, our church year is off to a busy start. This year, we hope to rebuild our youth 

2

group presence (which faced some challenges during last year’s building project). Please join us!  

The 6th  & 7th grade Neighboring Faiths class will look at Hinduism with teachers Latika Mangrulkar and Michelle 
Chapman.  

For our 8th graders: OWL (Our Whole Lives), will be meeting each week from 9:30 am until 12:30 pm in the BUC 
Commons, and will consider body image, questions of sexual and gender identity, and disability issues. OWL teachers 
are Dave Graham, Kateri McMullen, Max Kort, and Kye Campbell-Fox.  

Mystic Lake: The annual Northern Heartland Middle School Retreat at Mystic Lake YMCA camp will be held from Oct. 
13-15. Register immediately at www.bucmi.org. Regular registration closes on Oct. 1!  

The Sunday morning high school class this fall is being written by BUCer Dr. Paola Seidel. Paola will teach the Sunday 
morning high school class with her curriculum, which will explore brain function and human conditions usually 
referred to as “disabilities” and how to sensitively and understandingly incorporate that in our interactions.  

GUUSH’s (Greater Unitarian Universalist Senior High) purpose is to offer fun and social action events as a second kind 
of church connection on Sunday evenings and at other times. We are in process of planning --  watch for upcoming 
announcements!  

BAKEOFF 2017  

What IS Bakeoff? Bakeoff is a 38-year BUC tradition that combines an all-church luncheon with an all-youth bake sale 
fundraiser. Our three youth groups, the 6th &7th grade Unitarian Friendship 
Organization (UFO), the 8th grade Coming of Age group, Rite of Passage 
Experience (ROPE), and the Great Unitarian Universalist Senior High (GUUSH), 
receive little funding from the church. All funds for special events and activities, 
party snacks, and field trip admission fees either come from families or are raised 
during Bakeoff. (The ROPE share is applied to the cost of the UU Heritage trip to 
Boston.) But Bakeoff is also an opportunity for BUCers to share a delicious meal of 
soup, salad, and bread, spend social time together following worship, and observe 

and support the young people of our congregation.  

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, October 22 and plan to dine, shop for goodies at the silent auction, and bid on 
the extra-fancy live auction items by our fabulous BUC Celebrity Chefs—right here at BUC.  

If you are not receiving regular email updates about youth events, please send your contact information to Youth DRE 
Kimery Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. 
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Tapestry	of	Faith,	Saturday,	
October	21	
Curious? Interested in learning more? The majority of 
Unitarian Universalists come from other religious traditions 
or from no religious background at all. This Saturday 
morning session with the Rev. Daniel Budd will provide 
some context and history of our faith community. We’ll have the opportunity for discussion, some activities, and of 
course  coffee, tea, and surprise… bagels! This session will take place in the Commons from 10:00 am - 12:30 pm. If 
you’re interested please come. Do you have more questions? Please contact Lisa Crawford, BUC’s Membership 
Coordinator, at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org. 

BUC	Settled	Minister	Search	Committee	Newsletter	
Communiqué	-	October	2017	
Your Settled Search Committee has met weekly throughout the summer. The committee Chairperson is Lisa Demian 
and the members are Marcia Mahood, Diane Slon, Ben Ensroth, Andrew Schreck, Amy Smalley, and Eric Sargent. The 
most critical current activities for the committee are the Congregational Survey and Focus Groups. 

Congregational Survey. Our goal for the Congregational Survey is to reach as many BUC members and friends as possible. 
Why? Because the results of the survey becomes an important part of the information that prospective settled ministers 
use to evaluate our congregation before they apply. The questions include demographic information including income, 
gender, and ethnic identification that are universal in surveys used by UUA member congregations for this purpose. 
Your responses are anonymous and are reported to the committee as aggregate data without any identifiers. We want to 
hear from you!  We're extending the deadline on the survey until Sunday, October 8 to make sure everyone has a 
chance to provide their input. If you haven't yet, please take 15 minutes to provide your thoughts at bucmi.org. 

Focus Groups. By the time you read this, the Committee will be near the end of the Focus Group process. If you haven’t 
been part of the process, we invite you to respond by email (searchcommittee@bucmi.org). The questions we have posed 
to attendees are: 

1) Looking back, after our minister has been with us a year, what will be your measures of success?  

2) What achievements will make you say you’re glad the minister is among you? 

3) What is the one thing you would like our church to achieve in the next 3-5 years? 

4) Anything else? 

Save the Date! On November 19th, the committee will host a workshop on Beyond Categorical Thinking (BCT). This 
UUA-sponsored program is designed to promote inclusive thinking and help prevent unfair discrimination in the search 
process for our new minister. The BCT leaders will give the sermon that morning; followed by a workshop from 12:30 
pm to 3:00 pm. Food will be provided. The BUC Settled Minister Search Committee invites all congregational leaders, 
members, and friends to participate in this workshop. Details to follow. 

Did you know? Long settled minister tenures are much less common than in the past. In fact the average settled UUA 
minister currently serves a single congregation for around 7 years. 
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Live & Silent AUCTION 

3rd “Bid to Build our Communities” 
Saturday, October 14, 2017 from 7-10 p.m. 

 
Held at the Birmingham Unitarian Church  

(This is not sponsored by BUC, but we invite members to attend!) 
Tickets: $15 individual or 2 for $25 in advance; $20 each at the door 

 
www.mitimebanks.org or 248-797-2728 for info or tickets 

 

 

 
	


