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!
Birmingham Unitarian Church 
A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

+ Saturday, August 25 -- Save the Date  

We’ll Welcome Rev. Mandy & Jesse  

Join us in welcoming and celebrating the arrival of BUC’s new settled 
minister, the Rev. Mandy Beal. We’ll have some time to meet Rev. Mandy 
and her spouse, Jesse, before Rev. Mandy begins serving as our minister on 
August l6. Her first day in the pulpit will be Homecoming Sunday,  
September 9.      

 

SERVICES  10:30 a.m. 
Most services are broadcast live 

on our BUC Facebook page  

The (Pre—and) Post Election 
Blues: Our guest in the 
pulpit, the Rev. Dr. John 
Corrado will look at the 
“great divide” in America 
and how Unitarian 
Universalists may be 
contributing to it. 

15 

22 The Spirituality of 
Imperfection: We are 
imperfect – but when it 
comes to the specifics of 
how we act and talk, 
sometimes it’s hard to 
incorporate our unwanted 
actions into our vision of 
self. How do we deal with 
not living up to our own 
best intentions? Guest Rev. 
Penny Hackett-Evans, 
Worship Associate Kelly 
Taylor. Musicians, Lori 
Fithian, Jean Choraczewski 
and Nancy Nordlie.  

12 Rev. Shelden & Rev. 
Budd’s last Sunday: 
Following the last service 
with Rev Patricia and Rev. 
Daniel, we invite you to 
join us for cake and ice 
cream  to celebrate their 
ministry with us. 

Puerto Rico -- How Can We 
Be Part of the Solution?: 
The Social Justice Team has 
a small group coming in to 
speak about the ongoing 
crisis conditions in Puerto 
Rico. Worship Associate 
Camille Harris will be 
facilitating the service. 

Aug 
5 

August 12: THANK YOU! 

July 22: Spirituality of 
Imperfection 

August 5: Puerto Rico 
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Grief Support Group 
This group meets the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30 -- 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary (July 17, August 7 
and 21). All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to participate in this 
group. Facilitated by Alison Rule. 

Caregivers Support Group 
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one. Being a caregiver can be an isolating, overwhelming, and 
challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This is a support group for those caring for a 
loved one. This group meets twice a month on Wednesdays (August 8 and 22) at 2:00 in the Large Conference Room. 
Facilitated by Alison Rule and Camille Harris. 

Living by Heart July and August 
This creativity group meets each Monday evening from 7 – 9 p.m. In July meet in the Red Door Classroom, and in 
August meet in the Commons. Facilitated by Rev. Penny Hackett-Evans as an exploration of our inner and outer lives 
through the use of writing and simple art. No experience necessary. Come once or attend every week. Bring a journal 
and a pen, and any simple art supplies you like to work with. 

BUC’s Helping Hands Ministry 
We are seeking an active team of volunteers dedicated to coming alongside those in 
our congregation who are in need of a little extra help. For whatever reason, they 
need a meal provided, a ride to a doctor’s office, some light housework done, etc. 
Possibilities abound! If you are interested, please email HH Team coordinator 
Heidi Kapsokavathis at hikeannie@gmail.com.  

Connections 

-- Khalil Gibran 

A Memorial service led by Rev. Mandy Beal, will be held for long-time BUC 
member, Harriet Lytle on Saturday, August 25 at 1:00 p.m. followed by a small 
reception in the Hodas Family Hall. 

From the Phillips family: “Our mother and grandmother, Lynn Renee Brecka passed 
away on Wednesday, July 4th. She was strong, brilliant, giving, and loved more than 
she knew. She will be greatly missed.” Valerie, Trent, and Sarah Phillips 

Rev. Patricia Shelden slipped on a street grate while attending General Assembly in 
June, and crushed the lower fourth of her kneecap. She returned to Michigan, and 
had surgery on June 28. Your thoughts, prayers, and food have been most 
appreciated! 

BUC member Kaaren (Henderson) Peters died unexpectedly Monday, the 9th of July. 
Many of us saw and spoke with her Sunday. Her daughters are holding a Memorial 
Service, led by Rev. Budd, at BUC on Saturday, July 28 at 11:00 a.m., followed by a 
light reception in the Hodas Hall. Link to Obituary and details: 
http://www.lynchandsonsclawson.com/obituaries/Kaaren-Lee-
Peters?obId=3150718#/obituaryInfo. 

“…Joy and 

sorrow are 

inseparable… together 
they come and when 
one sits alone with you… 
remember the other is 
asleep upon your bed.” 
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Sunday Morning Discussion Group Summer 2018 
This group meets from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. in the smaller Green Door Classroom. This summer we have decided to read, 
The Happiness Hypothesis: Finding Modern Truth in Ancient Wisdom by Jonathan Haidt. We will discuss this book on two 
Sundays this Summer. Chapters 1 - 5 on July 8th, and the second half chapters 6-10 on August 12. 

Children & Youth Summer Fun 
Children’s RE is in summer schedule mode, offering multi-age programming during our 10:30 
a.m. service.  We offer Nursery for the littlest ones, a Preschool class and Kindergarten through 
Fifth grade class every Sunday.  Our summer theme is always “Great Books, Great Fun”, 
involving creative craft activities, games and wonderful stories.  BUC’s youth (6th grade-–High 
School) are welcome to join us or go into the Sanctuary for worship. 

2018-2019 Stewardship Wrap Up 
We had a very successful Stewardship Campaign for the 2018-2019 operating budget! 
Many of our congregants met our challenge of a 25% pledge increase; overall the average 
pledge increase was 9%. We had an ambitious goal of $607,000 and when all intentions 
are counted we expect to reach approximately $530,000. 

The Stewardship Committee sincerely thanks all BUC members and friends in this 
important, integral aspect of church life - without you there would not be the beloved 
BUC community that we know. Thank you all for your generosity! 

Please do keep in mind that as we enter the 2018-2019 fiscal year, it is never too late to 
pledge; or if your circumstances have changed and you are able to give a little more. 
Again, thank you! 

We welcome Walli and Soren Andersen as Co-Chairs for the 2019-2020 Campaign and 
look forward to working with them as their assistants. Our heartfelt thanks to Judy Amir and Diane Slon, Assistant Co-
Chairs, for their untiring help and advice.  

We are excited for the coming year and beyond for BUC with our new settled minister!  

Cheryl and Jim Shettel, Co-Chairs 

Summer 
Religious 

 Education  
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+ 
Music at BUC 

Dear BUC Music Lovers! Steve and Abha are thrilled with the new calling of our Reverend Mandy Beal.   

Candidating week was bookended by Rev Mandy's services:  first, by Rudolfs and his fine piano skills then by the BUC 
Chalice Choir and Sound Messengers combining for some moving (and shaking) on several songs. It was a grand event. 
Rev Mandy's music tastes are varied but excellent and we think she has some stellar ideas for the future of music at our 
church. Rev Mandy is a lover of music and understands how deeply connected the music in our church is to the 
individual's spiritual connection in the service, and to the sense of community we value so deeply. We are excited 
about her ministry and look forward to her leadership. 

Speaking of leadership, Pianist Rudolfs Ozolins will serve as Summer Music Coordinator once again this year. We 
leave the music for services in good hands as Rudolfs gets an opportunity to be creative with the music he programs for 
the summer.  

The Dearings head to Portland, Oregon for the Unitarian Universalist Musician's Network conference. There, they will 
experience and participate in workshops, repertoire reading sessions, services and fellowship among professionals and 
UU Music Staff around North America. It is sure to be an awesome experience once again.  The choir recharges with a 
couple of parties over the summer. Are you thinking about singing with us? Please email Abha so you can come to a 
choir party and meet some of our amazing people. We welcome your voice with us. Happy Summer! 

Service and Social Justice July & August 2018 
School’s Out for the Summer 
THANK YOU to the wonderful BUC members and friends who volunteered at 
Walt Whitman School in Pontiac throughout the 2017-18 academic year. You are 
very special to the students, who look forward to selecting books from our mobile 
library, receiving help with reading and math from our tutors, and improving 
spelling and word recognition skills in the Bananagrams program. Students also 
received books to keep for reading during the summer. 

The entire school has been boxed up and moved to temporary storage in preparation for painting and installation of 
new flooring during the summer. We invite all BUC members and friends to consider joining our team next fall when 
we begin the new school year with our Whitman kids. – Mary Jo Ebert, program coordinator 

Mid-July & August Plate Collection Recipient – Sundays in the Park 

From July 15 – August 19 "Sundays in the Park," a pop-up soup kitchen at Cass Park in Detroit will be our recipient. 
Two Sundays a month this group provides meals to those in need. The project is affiliated with Michigan Coalition on 
Human Rights. Our collection will be used to provide essential items for their male guests, including basic toiletries, 
socks and other items (Previously our donations were used to provide for the essential needs of their women guests).  

Any BUC member may nominate a local non-profit service organization to be a plate recipient. Submit an application 
online at bucmi.org - click on "Social Justice" and then "Plate Collection Application." Or, contact Barbara Robinson 
at  248/320 - 8366 or brjdr8719@gmail.com to submit a paper application or discuss a potential organization. 
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Green Hopes for BUC 
On Earth Day we asked for your Green Hopes for BUC, ways you would like to see BUC step up our ‘green game’ in 
the next year.  And boy, did you tell us!  We got lots of comments, which fell into a couple of categories. 

One category was “things we are already doing.”  There were a couple of suggestions 
that were so good that we did them a few years ago! 

• LED Light Bulbs: In the process of becoming a Green Sanctuary in 2011, 
we were able to replace most of our bulbs with LEDs—light emitting diodes.  
Since then, when replacing bulbs the church administration chooses energy 
efficient LEDs.  You may see another kind of bulb in a few places; just know 
that we are waiting for it to burn out before replacing it! 

• Recycling Containers in Every Meeting Space: There are (and have been) 
recycling containers in virtually every space in the church building.  If there is not a recycling container in the 
room, there will be one very close by.  Sometimes the room is used in a way that makes recycling difficult (it’s 
better if recycled material and small children are not in the same room together!), but rest assured there is one 
very nearby.   

• Avoid Styrofoam: BUC does not purchase Styrofoam for any 
of our rooms.  We ask our renters to do the same, but we 
cannot always control their choices and a few sleeves of 
Styrofoam cups may slip in.  You should also know that 
SOCRRA will now take Styrofoam for recycling, if you can’t 
avoid it altogether. 

• Hand Dryers: Having read several studies on which is better, 
electric dryers or paper towels, I can tell you that it’s not cut 
and dried. While dryers are generally the more 
environmentally friendly choice, many people still prefer paper and believe it is more sanitary.  Because 
installing hand dryers would be a significant out of pocket cost, and would take some time to achieve a return 
on the investment, and they may not be well received by many church members, this is a topic we will table for 
the time being. 

One change we have made since Earth Day is to Quit the Stick! 

The waste associated with plastic coffee stir sticks may seem 
inconsequential until you consider that 138 BILLION are 
thrown away every year!  
 
So BUC has switched to wooden stir sticks.  For an even 
greener cup of coffee, it’s very easy to put the cream and sugar 
in your cup FIRST, then pour in the coffee—no stirring 
required at all!   

Green Sanctuary Ministry Co-Chair Jane ONeil 



 

 

   

Did you capture some pictures of you and your special water this summer? Please email to 
Lisa Crawford at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org. We’ll share everyone’s refreshing visuals on 
September 9th, too J 


