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Annual Meeting of the Membership 
Birmingham Unitarian Church   

Meeting Minutes 
May 16, 2021 

 
In response to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic crisis, this Annual 
Meeting was held virtually on the Zoom internet platform. The Zoom polling 
feature was used for voting on motions. 
 
Welcome and Call to Order – Donna Larkin Mohr 

• Donna asked, “Can you hear me?”, and used the polling feature to 
confirm that attendees could hear her. 

 
Reflection on the BUC Covenant – Donna Larkin Mohr 
 
Invocation – Teresa Honnold 
 
Quorum Count – Donna Larkin-Mohr 
Attendees were counted. A quorum count was declared. 
 
Meeting Covenant and Rules of Procedure – Donna Larkin Mohr 

• Donna explained that Robert’s Rules of Order would be used during 
the meeting and that the Zoom polling feature would be used to 
conduct voting on motions. She asked that votes only be submitted 
by those who are currently members of BUC.  

 
Motion to Proceed as Usual – Donna Larkin Mohr 

• Donna stated that a communication had been sent to the 
congregation on May 3, 2021, explaining that the list of candidates 
had not been sent a full three weeks before the Annual Meeting due 
to human error. It also became clear that the BUC Constitution may 
have conflicting language about notifications for the Annual Meeting 
and the election. To this end, the board will be reviewing the 
Constitution to resolve any discrepancies.  

• Craig Stroup moved to accept the election today even though the 
ballot was sent out 17 days in advance instead of the 21 prescribed 
days.  
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• The motion was approved using the Zoom polling feature by a vote of 
56 in favor to 0 opposed. 

 
Minutes from May 19, 2019 – Donna Larkin Mohr 

• Refer to page 35 of the 2020-2021 Annual Report. 
• Craig Stroup moved the minutes from the June 14, 2020 Annual 

Meeting as published in the 2020-2021 Annual Report be approved.   
• The minutes were approved using the Zoom polling feature by a vote 

of 57 in favor to 0 opposed. 
 
Service and Leadership Recognition – Steven Dearing, Craig Stroup 

• Refer to page 34 of the 2020-2021 Annual Report. Seven congregants 
were recognized for their service and leadership. 

• From Religious Education – Michelle Chapman 
• From Music – Keith Ensroth 
• From the Board of Trustees – Rich Schreck 
• From the Executive – Diane Slon 
• From the Minister – Drieka DeGraff, Jane O’Neil, Mary Jo Ebert 

 
Planned Giving Report – Rich Schreck 

• Refer to page 9 of the 2020-2021 Annual Report. 
• Rich stated that the relationship with the financial advising firm, 

Pearl Planning, is working managing BUC’s endowment funds. 
• Rich also noted that the Community Foundation for Southeast 

Michigan (CFSEM) endowment fund is projected to grow over the 
next three years. 

 
Leadership Development Committee Report – Kathy DuHame 

• Refer to page 7 of the 2020-2021 Annual Report. 
• Kathy reported that this year had been incredibly challenging but 

that the committee members worked well together. The year was 
devoted to creating a new procedures document and recruiting 
candidates for the Board, Stewardship, and Leadership Development. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Diane Slon 

• Refer to page 5 of the 2020-2021 Annual Report. 
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• Using graphics, Diane explained BUC’s financial position during this 
church year. Revenues were affected as COVID pandemic restrictions 
curtailed or eliminated in-person fundraisers and rental income. 
Expenses were managed tightly. 

• Diane noted that the upcoming church year’s budget will continue to 
be affected by the pandemic and is expected to be approved with a 
possible $40,000 deficit. Several options for covering the deficit are 
being considered, including the surplus from the current fiscal year, 
excess cash (above recommended reserves), and new rental 
opportunities. 

 
President’s Remarks – Donna Larkin Mohr 

• Refer to page 3 of the 2020-2021 Annual Report. 
• Donna spoke about the challenges the board faced as it began its 

work in the middle of a pandemic. She thanked the staff, board 
members, committees, and Rev. Mandy for their work and support.  

• Donna concluded by reiterating Bruce Webber’s comments at last 
year’s Annual Meeting, encouraging everyone to step up and create a 
new and better world. 

• Donna asked if there were questions, issues, or concerns.  
o Ray McManus hoped a Rummage could be held soon. 
o Larry Larson asked about BUC’s support of the proposed UUA 

8th Principle. Donna explained that the social justice team is 
engaged in educating members of the congregation to prepare 
us to consider this matter. Meanwhile, GUUSH has adopted the 
principle for themselves. 

o Cindy Goldman expressed concern about BUC losing members 
because the church campus is not yet open. Donna explained 
that the Reopening Task Force is working on this and that 
many issues need to be taken into consideration to meet all 
needs and not exclude anyone. 
 

Issues Arising for the Good of the Congregation 
• There was an announcement about an upcoming Humanists of BUC 

meeting. 
 
 



 
Page 4 of 4 Annual Meeting Minutes Mary Gawel-Ensroth 
 May 16, 2021 
 

Results of the Election – Kathy DuHame 
• Kathy announced the results for the Board of Trustees: Donna Larkin 

Mohr, President (one-year term); Craig Stroup, Vice President (one-
year term); Diane Slon, Treasurer (1-year term); Mary Gawel-
Ensroth, Secretary (1-year term); Julia Pulver, Trustee (3-year term). 

• The results for the Stewardship Committee were Bruce Webber and 
Jann Devereux for two-year terms. 

• The results for the Leadership Development Committee, all two-year 
terms, were Amy Smalley, Colleen Cavanagh, Shawn Rooney, Rob 
Davidson, and Natalie Price. 

 
Craig Stroup moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was approved using 
the Zoom polling feature by a vote of 55 in favor to 0 opposed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:59 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Gawel-Ensroth, Secretary 
 
 


