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September Worship 
 

September 6 
“Songs from the Shadows” 

In character as Scott Shadow, musician and songwriter Emmon Scott plays the 

character of a noir detective who finds songs in places people don’t look. In original 

songs and short reflections — touching on Viktor Frankl’s idea that no 

circumstance can take away our freedom to choose our response — the service 

looks at what we drive past, what we can’t outrun, and what remains. Come see 

what the detective found! | Music from Linda Lee 

September 13 
“Homecoming” 

As our beloved community comes home for “Homecoming,” we will honor our 

water communion tradition. (For those of you who may be unfamiliar with water 

communion, you are invited simply to bring a small vial/container of water from 

your summer sojourns or use symbolic water from your home, and tell us what that 

water represents for you, either literally or metaphorically.) We will also hear Dr. 

Riegel share part one of his three-part Dharma Mouse series. Never heard of 

Dharma Mouse? Good heavens, how did you get this far in life?! LOL Finally, we 

will have both the Chalice Choir and the Sound Messengers house band back with 

us. It promises to be a wonderful Sunday! 

September 20 
“Religion Without a Net” 

Every other religious tradition provides the authority of scripture, ecclesiastical 

authority and teachings, and spiritual practices as support for their followers.  

Unitarian Universalism offers none of these. To be a UU, then, is to practice 
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religion without a net. How does one make sense of a religion such as this?!    

Music from the Chalice Choir 

September 27 

“Toxoplasma Gondii and the Audacious Mouse” 

The power of belief on the human psyche is powerful! Surprisingly, little attention 

is given to the effect beliefs have on us as human beings. Second only to our 

biology, they are powerful motivators for human action in the world. In this 

sermon, Dr. Riegel will suggest that one of the most effective ways forward for our 

species in these challenging times is not through military might, economic success, 

or political persuasion, but the altering of the beliefs that we hold.                    

Music from Co-Director of Music Ministry Steven Dearing 

 

September Plate Sharing 
Walt Whitman Elementary School programs 

Our recipient for September is one of our cherished community projects: support of 

Walt Whitman Elementary School in Pontiac. The district has been reorganized and 

this year Whitman School is filled with Kindergarten through 4th graders. Since 

1998, BUC volunteers have fostered learning for the students by stocking and 

operating a mobile library in the school, known to the students as “book trolley.” 

And we support other programs that help students learn and feel supported by their 

community. Your offering will be used to buy books for the mobile library, supplies 

for our programs, and occasional necessities for the students. This service is 

provided under the banner of Communities United for Children. Thank you for your 

continuing support of this program. 

Plate donations can be made via cash or check during worship services or at any 

time via our online giving portal (choose “Plate Collection” from the drop-down) or 

Venmo (send payment to @BUCMI and note “Plate Collection”). 

 

https://giving.servantkeeper.com/BirminghamUnitarianChurch/880
https://venmo.com/
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“Come to the edge,” he said. 

They said: “We are afraid.” 

“Come to the edge,” he said. 

They came. 

He pushed them. 

And they flew! 

The above quote is from the French poet, Guillaume Apollinaire. It speaks of 

trepidation and trust, fear and courage… risk and reward. 

Ministry is multidimensional. This poem speaks to that dimension of ministry that 

seeks to embolden a congregation to be all that it can be; that seeks to embolden a 

congregation to fly! As my ministry with you unfolds, I hope to embolden you to 

fly!   

Coming from a number of years of serious challenges, you feel you have finally 

found a plateau; a comparatively secure place to rest—even nest. Take a break. You 

deserve it. But, not for too long, for I see great potential in you and the world needs 

your liberal religious vision, now more than ever. So, after some nesting, I’m going 

to invite you to the edge—and push you! 

I’m going to push you to reclaim the vision of our liberal religious tradition; a 

vision that will express itself as we gather together in beloved community on 

Sunday mornings, as we seek to do our part in creating a more just world for 

ourselves and all those other scoundrels who trod this blue-green ball with us, and 

as we create and implement vital religious education content for both children and 

adults. These four aspects of congregational life are not only vital in the expression 

of our liberal religious tradition in the world, they are vital for the growth of this—

and any other—congregation. 

 

Minister’s Message 
Dr. Alexander Riegel 
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Along these lines, but more practically speaking, please watch in the coming weeks 

for communications about the following:  1) I am hoping to get a pool of potential 

Sunday morning speakers from among the congregation (If you think you have a 

sermon in you, email me: dr.alexander.riegel@bucmi.org); 2) Shannon and I are in 

the midst of recreating the children’s RE program (and having a great time doing 

it!). But, for this recreation to bear fruit, Shannon needs more volunteers, either on 

the Children’s Religious Education Team and/or as Sunday morning volunteers.  

Please don’t be shy and if you are willing to help, please reach out to Shannon or 

myself; 3) I am looking to form an Adult Education Team and need people to help 

develop content, run programs, and assist with public PR, among various and 

sundry other duties. 

This all said, we clearly have a lot before us but in the meantime, I want to end by 

telling you that from my perspective it has been a lovely beginning to our ministry 

together. I hope you agree. Indeed, I would love to hear your thoughts. If you would 

like to come share them with me, I always have a listening ear (and soon a coffee 

pot in my office to boot!). 

Namaste (paraphrased: “The Light in me honors the Light in you.”), 

Dr. Riegel 

 

Religious Education Musings 
Shannon Snideman, Director of Religious Education 

You may have found yourself wondering where I was on Alex’s first Sunday. As 

much as I would have loved to have been there in person, I had the immense 

pleasure of co-facilitating a retreat for UU young adults in Evanston, Illinois, that 

very same weekend. 

Earlier in the year, while the Ministerial Search Committee was conducting 

interviews with prospective ministers, one of my colleagues asked if I would be 

interested in being part of something called “Summer Sojourn.” It was a new 
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program inspired by a UUA program previously known as “Summer Seminary,” 

which offered youth who were considering a future in religious leadership an 

opportunity to explore their potential path toward ministry. 

Summer Seminary disbanded with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and, like 

so many things disrupted by those years, much of the youth and young adult 

programming that once existed was lost or eliminated altogether. Summer Sojourn 

was an attempt to create something new in that space: a program for emerging and 

young adults interested in growing as leaders within their congregations and the 

wider UU community. 

I was honored to be invited to co-facilitate this proposed retreat, particularly as 

someone who is about to bridge out of young adulthood myself. (The UUA defines 

the Emerging & Young Adult age range as 18-35, and I’m currently on my 35th 

journey around the Sun.) I would have the opportunity to help build something new 

for young adults who were already finding their way into leadership. The proposal 

included an online gathering the week before the retreat, an in-person weekend at 

the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Evanston, and another online gathering 

the following week. Together, participants would explore their gifts, build 

relationships, and create resources that could be shared across our wider UU 

community. With me joining as the fourth member of the facilitation team, we 

submitted the proposal and waited. 

Between the time we submitted the proposal and received our acceptance in early 

June, it was announced that Dr. Alex Riegel would be BUC’s new contract 

minister—which, coincidentally enough, happened the day before my birthday. 

(Happy birthday to me, and Paul Vachon!) At that point, I wasn’t sure when Alex’s 

first Sunday in the pulpit would be, and I also wasn’t sure whether we would meet 

the minimum number of participants needed for Summer Sojourn to happen. 

Indeed, the stars aligned. We had seven young adults registered, and Alex’s first 

Sunday in the pulpit was going to be August 2. 

It wasn’t until the week before that monumental Sunday that I had a chance to 

connect with Alex about what the day would look like. He graciously accepted that 

I would not be present and welcomed the opportunity for me to grow through this 
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facilitation experience. I knew I wanted to do something with the kids to welcome 

him, so I recorded the video that played during the service. I also asked the RE 

Team to help with getting the kids prepared for their part in the service. 

Then, after meeting with Alex that morning, I met with the group I would be 

spending the weekend with in Chicagoland. Alongside the four facilitators were 

seven young adults from several states, including Illinois, Colorado, Virginia, New 

York, and Washington, D.C. We quickly discovered some surprising common 

threads among them. Every participant was already serving in a leadership role at 

their congregation, several were considering going into ministry, and all had 

discovered Unitarian Universalism within the last two or three years. By the end of 

that first online meeting together, we were all thrilled to embark on this journey 

together. 

When the weekend finally began, our paths converged at the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Evanston. We opened with a circle that quickly and organically 

morphed into a laughing meditation. It most definitely set the tone for the rest of the 

weekend. Through that shared laughter, we found ourselves opening up to one 

another and to the possibilities of what the weekend might hold. 

The overarching goal was simple: bring these young adults together to make 

connections, share their gifts, and create something together. What they created was 

entirely up to them. By the end of the weekend, three projects were nearly 

complete: an intergenerational worship service about building bridges between 

generations, a sermon that blossomed into a full worship service, and a letter to the 

UUA addressing the needs of young adults for programming and support. It was 

incredible to witness what emerged when we gave these young adults the space, 

support, and freedom to create, and it was an absolute honor to serve as one of their 

guides through that process. 

I was especially delighted when the letter-writing group asked me and one of the 

other facilitators to listen to their draft and asked us to share what we knew about 

the history of youth and young adult programming in Unitarian Universalism. It felt 

like we were not simply facilitating a retreat, but participating in a larger 

conversation about where our faith is going and what young adults need from it. 
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Throughout the weekend, however, I was not-so-low-key nervous about what was 

happening back in Michigan. When Sunday morning arrived, we were waiting for 

the worship service to begin at the Evanston church. I glanced at my phone and saw 

a Gmail notification. I opened an email from Tanya Nordhaus saying that the 

message I had recorded had been well received and I burst into tears of joy and 

relief! The group gathered around me and held space for me in that moment. And 

so, in addition to being one of the people designated to hold space for this group to 

gather, I found myself being held by the community we had created together. Of 

course, on my drive home, I listened to the recording of the service and burst into 

tears all over again when Alex followed up with some kind words and the 

congregation applauded. 

Since that weekend, I’ve been busy working with Alex to develop this year’s 

Religious Education program. He—again, so graciously—has been spending a few 

hours each week helping me discern what this year’s program will look like and 

connecting me to some existing resources so as not to completely reinvent the 

wheel.  

This year, our K–8th graders will explore a different faith tradition each month, 

learning about the stories, celebrations, practices, values, and questions that shape 

the lives of people around the world. 

Our groups will explore these traditions in age-appropriate ways, with our K–4th 

and 5th–8th grade groups diving into the same broad themes while engaging with 

them at different levels. Along the way, we’ll ask questions that connect what we’re 

learning together to our own values:  

• What do people believe? 

• What makes something sacred? 

• How do people celebrate and mark important moments? 

• What values do different traditions share? 

• What can we learn from people whose experiences and beliefs are different 

from our own? 
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And of course, BakerSpace is back! Each month, we’ll make something inspired by 

the faith tradition we’re exploring. We might cook a traditional food, create 

something connected to a celebration, or try our hands at a practice or craft. 

BakerSpace will give us another way to experience what we’re learning, and 

something delicious or creative to take with us! 

We’re also introducing something new this year. Children’s Chapel will meet twice 

a month for the first part of the morning. During Children’s Chapel, children and 

youth will have opportunities to explore rituals, spiritual practices, meditation, 

hymns, stories, reflection, and more. It will be a chance to slow down, wonder, 

connect with one another, and explore what spirituality can look and feel like in our 

own lives. 

On the other Sundays, children and youth will begin their morning in the Sanctuary, 

joining the larger congregation for worship before meeting with their RE groups for 

the day. We’ll also continue to have intergenerational services when the whole 

congregation worships together. Our first intergenerational service, Homecoming 

Sunday, is coming up soon on September 13, and I’ve got something special in 

mind for an intergenerational service later in December. Stay tuned! 

Please consider volunteering your time to help build our Religious Education 

program. While I can provide the vision, curriculum, and support, religious 

education is ultimately a ministry of the whole congregation and it takes all of us to 

make it thrive. There are many ways to be involved, but our greatest need right now 

is for Sunday morning facilitators. And if you’re wondering whether you have the 

time, the experience, or even the “right” skills, I hope you’ll consider giving it a try. 

You don’t have to be an expert in children or religion; you just need to be willing to 

show up, build relationships, and share in the joy of learning alongside our young 

people. In fact, facilitating RE can be its own kind of spiritual practice—a chance to 

have your own cup filled in a different way and to help fill the cups of others. And 

if you’re worried about missing Sunday morning worship, remember that you can 

always watch the service later 😉 

There are lots of ways to contribute to our RE community, whether you can 

facilitate regularly, lend a hand with a special project, or share a particular skill or 
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passion with our children and youth. If you’d like to learn more about what’s 

coming up in the year ahead and how you can be part of it, stop by the RE table on 

Sunday mornings. I’d love to talk with you! 

 

Music Memos 
Steven Dearing, Co-Director of Music Ministry 

During the summer, the Dearings step away from the weekly service work at BUC, 

which includes conducting, arranging, programming, meetings, and performing. 

Steven sets a schedule of guest musicians for July and August, allowing for BUC 

talent to shine and for others to bring quality music to summer services. 

The four Dearings took a week of vacation up north, where we stayed in a log cabin 

to evade wildfire smoke, playing games, laughing heartily, and golfing a lot when 

the air cleared. Much of the summer involved preparing Rahk(esh) for his move to 

Chicago for graduate studies. He will attend the University of Chicago for an 

intense one-year degree in International Relations. 

Besides meeting Alex, working with Valerie to ensure substitutes were paid, and 

planning the musical structure for the fall, after significant vetting we chose a new 

Pianist to work with for the next few years. Her name is Linda Lee and she a 

doctoral student at the University of Michigan. Linda is from Korea, here on a full 

scholarship following a Master’s degree from Yale. You’ve already heard Linda 

play at a few Sunday services, and we know you will be most impressed by her 

musicality and gracious personality. 

We hosted 35 people from the choir for a gathering at our home to celebrate the 

kickoff to Abha’s 26th season as our beloved Choir Director. We hope this large 

group enjoyed rekindling the choral spirit.  

Many of you know that we lost Abha’s father on July 3. The outpouring of cards, 

phone calls, and attendance at Ramesh’s memorial was truly heartfelt. This is the 

reason we continue on at BUC. 
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We invite YOU to consider getting involved in Music at BUC. In addition to 

singing with the delightful, fun BUC Chalice Choir, you might wish to practice over 

the summer and then play your instrument for a service. We always need vibrant 

and interested people to serve on our Music Team, which meets monthly to support 

Music programming and activities at BUC. You need no experience or particular 

musical skill to help forward our vision and add your insights to the musical life at 

BUC.  

We look forward to seeing you in and around church this fall and connecting with 

you on Facebook. 

 

Membership Matters 
Sara Constantakis, Director of Congregational Life 

Happy September, beloved BUC community! 

I hope your summer was everything you wanted it to be—with plenty of time for 

fun, rest, and relaxation—and that you’re ready to dive back into the life of our 

busy, engaging church community. And if summer was a difficult season for you, I 

hope you’ll find some peace and renewal in connecting or reconnecting with our 

community this fall. 

2026 marks the beginning of my fifth year as your Director of Congregational Life, 

and much of that time has been a season of transition. Now, we’re embarking on 

another period of change as we welcome our new minister, Dr. Alex Riegel. 

Transitions can bring renewed energy and excitement, along with a little weariness 

at the pace and frequency of change. But even when we’re weary, we are resilient. 

We move through each transition a little stronger as a community, and that strength 

grows from the connections and relationships we build with one another. 
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The coming year will bring many opportunities for fellowship, participation, and 

engagement that can strengthen those bonds. Be sure to check out the Upcoming 

Events section of this newsletter for all of the programs and activities happening 

this month, and don’t miss our annual Connections Fair after service on 

Homecoming Sunday! It’s quite possibly the best and easiest opportunity to learn 

about our groups and committees and find out what they have planned for this year 

and how you can get involved, all in one place. 

Rev. Connie told us last year that our membership was poised for growth, and I 

echo that sentiment, with one addition: we have been growing all along, and not 

only in numbers. We have grown in our connections, our sense of community, and 

our understanding of who we are together. 

Our new strategic plan will give us a more clearly defined roadmap for member 

engagement and retention which we’ll work on in the coming years. I spent some 

productive time this summer working with members of the Strategic Planning Team 

to flesh out the membership goal and others related to communications and other 

aspects of congregational life. You can read an update about the strategic planning 

process later in these pages. 

As we stand at the beginning of another church year, my biggest hopes for us, 

beloved community, are simple: that we know who we are, trust one another, 

communicate openly, build meaningful relationships, grow together, and have fun 

along the way. 

May it be so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[Type here] 
The BUC Big Picture         September 2026 

 

 

 

 

Board of Trustees Update 
 

The Board of Trustees is excited to welcome Dr. Alexander Riegel as our minister 

as we begin a new church year. We also welcome Bette Moen to the Board of 

Trustees and thank Claudia Kocher, Tanya Nordhaus, and Brian Schandevel for 

their years of generous service on the board. 

Some of the ongoing board initiatives are the following:  

• Bruce Webber recently agreed to chair the Safety and Security Team, which 

plans to begin consideration of various campus and digital security issues.  

Team members are Dave Luckins, Chris Haines, Bette Moen, Susie Sherman-

Hall, and Donna Cunningham (board liaison). 

• Construction is being planned for replacement of the Hodas Hall roof this fall. 

Quotes have been obtained and are going through the sign-off process. While 

we don’t anticipate any concerns regarding access to entrances, please be alert 

for any posted safety warnings once the construction begins. 

• A complete review of BUC policies is underway, with creation or updating 

being done as appropriate. In addition, financial procedures are being written 

or updated, which will permit a financial audit upon completion. 

• Based on input from a wide range of church leaders, the Strategic Planning 

process has moved on to developing four strategic pillars and 17 related goals 

that will guide implementation throughout church activities.  

• A reminder that board meetings are held on the fourth Monday of the month 

and congregants are welcome to attend in person or on Zoom.  

In faith, 

Your BUC Board of Trustees for 2026-2027: 

President Mary Jo Ebert; Vice President Harper West; Treasurer Keith Ensroth; 

Secretary Bill Fox; Trustees Donna Cunningham, Art Hillman, and Bette Moen 
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Not sure who to contact? We can help! 

Have an idea, question, concern, or request—but aren’t sure where to direct it? 

Looking for the right staff member to help with a specific need? Our recently 

updated staff “Who to Contact” list is a roadmap designed to make communication 

with church staff easier, clearer, and more efficient. Rather than wondering who to 

email or calling the main church phone, you can use the list to connect directly with 

the staff member best equipped to help. Whether your question is about pastoral 

care, finances, worship, programs, membership, administration, operations, or 

communications, the list points you in the right direction. 

Using the right contact helps us respond more quickly, reduces the chance that 

questions get passed from person to person, and allows each staff member to focus 

on the areas they’re responsible for. In short, better routing means better 

communication—and better communication helps our whole community stay 

connected. 

You’ll also find church office hours listed at the top of the “Who to Contact” list. 

These are the hours when the office is open for church business and are separate 

from the building’s general operating hours. To help us respond promptly and 

effectively, we ask that church business—whether by phone or in person—take 

place during these hours. 

Please also keep in mind that individual staff members have varying work 

schedules, so their working hours may not always align with church office hours. 

For more detailed information about staff availability, visit the Minister & Staff 

page on our website. 

https://bucmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Who-to-Contact_08272026.pdf
https://bucmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Who-to-Contact_08272026.pdf
https://bucmi.org/about-us/minister-staff/
https://bucmi.org/about-us/minister-staff/


[Type here] 
The BUC Big Picture         September 2026 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Planning Progress Report  

BUC’s Strategic Planning Team met regularly over the summer, as many of you 

know since you continued to help us with the process. That was about 36 of you 

providing feedback in the Plan stage added to the 75 participants in the Listen stage 

and 60 in the Envision stage; thank you all again for your time and thoughtful 

feedback! Here’s a recap of our progress. 

Directly after the Annual Meeting, when 96% of BUC membership voted to adopt 

the new Vision, Values, and Mission statements, the team moved on to planning. 

Starting with those foundational statements, we gathered a wide range of input and 

produced an analysis of BUC’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. 

We reviewed membership trends, budgets and pledges, and program participation, 

benchmarking with other UU congregations and UUA frameworks.  

To organize our thinking and the plan itself, we named four Strategic Pillars which 

flow directly from BUC’s new mission. The pillars also stand for the congregation’s 

expressed desire to focus on the individual, community, and world:   

• Deepen Spiritual and Intellectual Life  

• Cultivate a Thriving, Welcoming Community  

• Lead Meaningful Action in the World 

• Strengthen the Organizational Foundation (enabling the work of all) 

The team then drafted a set of Strategic Goals for congregants to work together on 

over the next one to three years to reach BUC’s desired results in each pillar. We 

https://bucmi.org/about-us/mission-vision/
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again asked for feedback from staff, committees, and teams throughout the church; 

18 Goals Validation meetings were held with groups and individuals in June and 

July. Response was uniformly positive, with comments like “comprehensive and 

ambitious” and “lofty but achievable.” Suggestions for change were helpful too. We 

jumped on requests for more concise language and ran the edited version past one 

more group within our deadline; again to great response. Once we had a chance to 

review our work with Dr. Riegel, whose support will be invaluable, the team was 

ready to see what the Board of Trustees thought.  

We were pleased to add the insights the Board provided, and at its August 24 

meeting they voted in favor of the Pillars and Goals and green-lighted development 

of the Implementation stage for review at its September meeting. We already know 

the process will start with meetings with staff, committees, and teams to discuss 

how their current initiatives might align with BUC’s goals and whether any 

adjustment of focus or resources might be needed. A BUC-wide communication 

plan will also be developed. Once everyone is informed of BUC’s Strategic Goals, 

we’ll want to track and report (and celebrate!) our progress in creating the desired 

future for our beloved BUC. More to follow! 

In gratitude for your continued support, 

Kasey Alderete, Drieka DeGraff, Barb Eschner, Kevin Kozlowski, Chris Slon 

BUC Strategic Planning Team 

 

 

Meet BUC’s Flamekeepers 
By Tanya Nordhaus 

As many of you know, I have interviewed many congregants about their connection 

to BUC and their lives. Each month, I introduce you to three congregants. This 

month, I introduce you to Cathy Compton, Donna Cunningham, and Rolland 

Vriesenga. 
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Cathy Compton joined BUC in 1990, after being lured 

by the opportunity to sing in the choir by two BUC 

members who were attending the same fancy party she 

was. They mentioned they had to leave this fancy soirée 

to get to choir practice. Drawn in not only by the 

enticement of joining the choir but by our liberal 

Unitarian faith, Cathy joined the choir the next 

Wednesday and stayed in it for 12 years. She loved how 

fun choir was and how everyone supported everyone 

else. Many know Cathy was a violist with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, but did 

you know she did that for 41 years? Remarkable! Cathy’s favorite BUC memory 

was actually a summer lay-led service, where Sue Boyce got members—people 

who Cathy very much respected—to talk about how meaningful music was to them. 

This brought her to tears. Cathy remains a member at BUC because she enjoys the 

feeling of togetherness and the joint searching for something better. If you see 

Cathy, ask her about her red worms. 

Donna Cunningham, who joined in 1977 and 

currently serves on the Board of Trustees, was 

President and Vice President of the Board twice. 

She also sat on the stewardship, finance, and 

personnel committees, as well as taught Religious 

Education, did Rummage, and participated in the 

Focus Hope walks. Donna raised her two daughters 

at BUC, both of whom were dedicated by Bob 

Marshall. Before her retirement, she worked with 

social service agencies as a director, assistant director, or consultant. In her field, 

governance has always been her forte. These days, Donna likes to play bridge and 

golf. Did you know Donna raises alpacas and has them compete in alpaca shows? 

Feel free to ask her about them. It’s a very interesting hobby. Another bit of Donna 

Cunningham trivia… under the influence of her mechanically inclined father, 

Donna raced cars as a preteen. Her mother was so terrified that she never came to 

see her race. 
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Rolland Vriesenga’s first name is pronounced like 

Holland. Think Rolland from Holland. Rolland may have 

been raised Baptist and considered going into the 

ministry, but he is a long-time UU, having attended the 

Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church for 5 years before 

joining BUC in 1981. He and his wife, Melanie—whom 

he had a crush on starting in high school—were swayed 

toward BUC because of our youth programming and the 

legend herself, Pat Schwing. His two girls initially didn’t 

want to attend class, so Rolland suggested they stay at 

the bagel sales table. They eventually met other kids and 

were then begging him to let them go to more things at BUC. He found himself 

making the drive from the eastside to BUC A LOT. Rolland was very active in 

BUC’s RE program himself. As a career-long history teacher, he thoroughly 

enjoyed teaching at BUC with his wife. He was also an advisor and sat on the RE 

Council. Now retired, he likes to read when he’s not volunteering. 

 

 

Program News & Info 
 

BUC Alliance 

The BUC Alliance is getting ready to start a new church year together. Building on 

our deep legacy at BUC, our current focus is to explore and learn more about our 

local community and the larger world through speakers and performers that will 

expand our horizons.  

We meet on the second Tuesday of the month in the Pavilion (just outside the 

Sanctuary) and then hear our speakers either there or in the Sanctuary.  

Daytime programs begin at 12:00 pm and we bring our own lunch to enjoy together, 

with coffee, tea, and desserts provided. At 1:00 pm, our presenters share themselves 
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and their topics with us. There will always be time for discussion and Q&A. 

Evening programs begin at 7:00 pm and may include an afterglow with coffee, tea, 

and snacks. 

Dues are $10 per person for the year to help with expenses for the meetings. Dues 

are payable by cash or check at the first meeting you attend. 

 

2026-27 PROGRAMS 

Tuesday, September 8 at 12:00 pm in the Pavilion 

“Coming to Know One Another” 

with Dr. Alexander Riegel 

It’s a BUC Alliance tradition to welcome our minister at the beginning of each new 

church year. This year, we invite you to come get to know Dr. Riegel a little 

better—and give him a chance to get to know all of us, too. 

Tuesday, October 13 at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary (EVENING) 

“Learning More about Artificial Intelligence”  

with Gus Mondalek 

Gus Mondalek, Chief Information Officer and Chief Technology Officer at Omni-

Response, will review developmental milestones toward Artificial General 

Intelligence and its rapid advancement due to the abundance of data, powerful 

computers (GPUs), and smarter algorithms like deep learning. He will discuss “the 

Singularity”—the point where AI surpasses human intelligence—and potential 

impacts on our culture, economy, and environment.  

Tuesday, November 10 at 12:00 pm in the Pavilion 

“The Elections are Over…Now What?” 

with Charles Thomas Jr. 

Charles will guide us in what we can do to promote and communicate with elected 

officials now that election is over. Charles was the guest speaker at our July 26 

worship service. He founded When You Vote I Win, an initiative to encourage 
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voter turnout. Charles is also a very active member of the League of Women Voters 

Detroit (LWVD) through their speaker’s bureau. 

Tuesday, December 8 at 12:00 pm 

Annual Holiday Luncheon at Iroquois Club 

Tuesday, February 9 at 12:00 pm in the Pavilion 

Classic Michigan Food and Drinks: The Stories Behind the Brands 

Jon Miles and Gail Offen will explore the history behind food brands such as 

Faygo, Jif, Sanders, Kellogg’s, Vernors, Better Made, and many more. Their books 

will be on sale also. 

Tuesday, March 9  

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Tuesday, April 13 at 12:00 pm in the Pavilion 

“Marvelous Mulches” 

with Lillian Dean 

Natural mulches can be used throughout the home landscape to build the soil food 

web, reduce yard maintenance, support healthy plants, and enhance habitats for 

pollinating insects. Lillian Dean, an environmental planner, gardening educator, 

and advanced master composter, will present practical tips for turning yard waste 

into yard riches.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Help get out the vote by writing postcards to voters 
with BUC Civic Engagement 

Part of BUC’s newly adopted Mission is to “motivate action toward positive change 

in the world,” and you can take part in that right now by writing postcards to 

potential voters. 

Encouraging people to vote helps build civic engagement and strengthens 

democracy. BUC Civic Engagement is promoting a nonpartisan postcard-writing 

campaign through the Progressive Turnout Project’s Postcards to Swing States 

initiative. The postcards have nonpartisan messages that remind registered voters to 

vote in the November 3 election. We’ll be sending postcards to Michigan voters, 

and there are several ways to participate: 

• Printed postcards and instructions will be available to pick up on Sundays 

after service at the Civic Engagement table in Hodas Hall. You will receive 

postcards, specific instructions about messages to write, addresses of voters, 

and stamps. You’ll write out messages and address and stamp postcards to be 

mailed in October. 

• We can organize a group event to gather and write postcards if there is 

interest. 

• You can visit Postcards to Swing States online and order postcards to be 

mailed directly to you. You will need to purchase stamps and mail in October. 

See Harper West at the Civic Engagement table in Hodas Hall on Sundays, or email 

her at harper_west@yahoo.com to let her know how many postcards you plan to 

send and if you are interested in attending a postcard event in September or early 

October. 

 

https://turnoutpac.org/postcards/
https://turnoutpac.org/postcards/
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Welcome to the 2026-27 BUC Alliance programs! We’re delighted to welcome you 

to another year of engaging conversations, interesting speakers, and opportunities to 

connect with one another. Throughout the year, we’ll offer both day and evening 

programs exploring a variety of topics. 

Please join us on Tuesday, September 8 at 12:00 noon in the Pavilion for our 

first program of 2026-27 featuring BUC’s new minister, Dr. Alexander Riegel. It’s 

a BUC Alliance tradition to welcome our minister at the beginning of each new 

church year. This year, we invite you to come get to know Dr. Riegel a little 

better—and give him a chance to get to know all of us, too. 

Bring your own lunch (coffee, tea, and dessert provided) to enjoy and socialize 

together starting at 12:00 noon, with the speaker beginning at 1:00 pm. 
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We have been told to shrink our carbon footprint and change our behavior to save 

the planet. But what if we joined with others to maximize our impact? That’s the 

carbon wave. Join BUC Environmental Action on Wednesday, September 9 at 

7:00 pm in the Large Conference Room to watch the webinar “The Carbon 

Wave: Leah Stokes in Conversation with Bill McKibben and Rebecca Solnit.” 

Climate policy expert Leah Stokes will discuss her new book, The Carbon Wave: 

the true, inspiring story of the new parents who spearheaded the Inflation Reduction 

Act of 2022, the largest climate package in American history. Learn how to form 

your own carbon wave to make climate progress in your community. Q&A to 

follow. 

Contact Mary Dunn at mjd70bc@msn.com with questions or for more information. 
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Join BUC Racial Justice on Saturday, September 12 from 3:30-5:00 pm at 

Detroit’s Birwood Wall, built in 1941 to divide the existing Black community in 

the 8-Mile / Wyoming area from Blackstone Park, a newly built white subdivision. 

Learn about the history of this wall and racial segregation policies that supported it, 

the reclaiming of the wall and what it symbolizes today, and how the neighborhood 

organization is uniting the community. The event will include a presentation by 

Esther Boyd, who has lived in the neighborhood since 1959. All ages are welcome. 

Driving directions to Birwood Wall in the Alfonso Wells Memorial Playground 

20233 Birwood Ave., Detroit 

• South off of 8 Mile Rd., 1.8 miles west of Woodward Ave. and .8 mile east of 

Coolidge/Schaefer Hwy. 

• Turn onto Birwood Ave. from 8 Mile Rd. or from Norfolk St. or Chippewa 

Ave., which border the playground 

• Park in the circle turnaround on Birwood Ave. near the playground or along a 

nearby street 

Or meet in the BUC parking lot at 2:45 pm to carpool. 

Contact: Lillian Dean (LFDean2@gmail.com / 248-225-7928) 
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Monthly conversation with 

BUC UUs for Justice in the Middle East (UUJME) 
Sunday, September 13, 9:00 am (Small Conference Room) 

 

Join BUC UUs for Justice in the Middle East (UUJME) on Sunday, September 13 

at 9:00 am in the Small Conference Room for our monthly conversation about 

justice in the Middle East. 

Reading, watching, and listening can deepen our understanding, but talking things 

through with fellow BUCers offers another valuable perspective. Join us on the 

second Sunday of each month to learn, reflect, and explore what our UU values call 

us to do beyond the church doors and in the wider world. 

Not receiving BUC UUJME’s occasional emails? To join the list, contact Kasey 

Alderete at kaseya@gmail.com. 

 

Join us after service on Sunday, September 13 in Hodas Hall for our annual 

Homecoming Sunday Connections Fair! Come discover the many groups, 

committees, and activities that bring BUC to life. Stop by the tables, meet the 

people behind the programs, and explore the many ways to learn, contribute, 

connect, and have fun together in the year ahead. 

Whether you’re new to BUC or have been part of our community for years, there’s 

a place for you. Come see what’s happening—and find a connection that feels right 

for you! 

mailto:kaseya@gmail.com
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Help us keep our BUC Member & Friend Directory up to date! Starting at the 

Homecoming Sunday Connections Fair on September 13, stop by the directory 

update table in Hodas Hall to make sure your contact information is correct, update 

any details that have changed, and take a new directory photo if you would like one. 

We hope to see you there! 

 

 

Join us Friday, September 18 from 6:00-8:00 pm in Purple Door for the next 

gathering of the One Table, Many Players Game Group—an all-ages meetup of fun, 

laughter, and connection. With rotating themes like board games, card games, 

puzzles, and pen-and-paper classics, there’s always something new to play and 

great people to play with! Whether you’re a seasoned strategist or just looking for a 

lighthearted way to connect, there’s always a place for you at the table. 

Contact: Shannon Snideman (shannon.snideman@bucmi.org) 

mailto:shannon.snideman@bucmi.org
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MAMA’s Coffeehouse 

a monthly acoustic music concert series 

 

 

Saturday, September 19, 7:30 pm 

Kitty Donohoe 
Jennifer Ashley & Joel Simpson open 

Admission: 

$20 regular 

$18 student/senior 

No advance sales; cash or check at door only 

 

Ann Arbor-based songwriter and Michigan Emmy winner Kitty Donohoe returns 

to the MAMA’s Coffeehouse stage to open our new season. DJ Rich Warren 

(WFMT-Chicago) calls Kitty “far above and beyond most singer-songwriters.” She 

writes music that has been called “earthy, luminous and compelling” (The 

Weekender) and she’s been praised in the press equally for her voice, her 

musicality, and her songwriting. Sing Out!, one of the oldest and most respected 

folk music magazines in the industry, says that Kitty is “one of the rare singer-

songwriters to sensuously weave words and melody into a strong and mesmerizing 

fabric.” 

Kitty will be accompanied by bassist/vocalist Carol Palms (and perhaps another 

guest artist or two). 

Folk duo Jennifer Ashley & Joel Simpson blend traditional songs and 

instrumentation along with beautiful vocal harmonies reminiscent of famous duos 

such as Ian & Silvia and The Everly Brothers. Both bringing a classical perspective 

to their duo, Jennifer & Joel have reached a new level with incorporating elements 

of jazz, popular music, and other modern styles in their arrangements. 

Bart Moore 

Income from MAMA’s 

Coffeehouse (after 

operating expenses) 

benefits BUC 
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Birthdays are back! Join us in Hodas Hall on Sunday, September 20 during coffee 

hour for our monthly all-ages community birthday celebration! If your birthday is in 

September, you’re invited to come forward for special recognition. There will be 

cupcakes! 

 

 

Looking for a place to get crafty and connect with others in our community? Join us 

Friday, September 25 from 6:00-8:00 pm in Green Door for the next meeting of 

the Craft and Chat group—a relaxed, all-skills-welcome group where we gather to 

make art, swap ideas, share stories, and laugh together. Whether you have a project 

in hand or simply want to soak up inspiration, you’re warmly welcome. 

Contact: Valerie Phillips (valerie.phillips@bucmi.org) 

 

 

mailto:valerie.phillips@bucmi.org
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70th Season Launch Party & Homecoming 

Saturday, September 26, 12:00 noon to 10:00 pm 

Detroit Repertory Theatre 

Join BUCers at the Theatre for this one-day event at 

the Detroit Repertory Theatre. This legendary arts 

venue in the heart of the Detroit is hosting a free, end-of-summer party right in their 

own neighborhood parking lot, under a festival tent. Enjoy a sizzling BBQ, 

beverages, beer, signature summer cocktails, and music by Gabriel Brass Band. Join 

the homecoming as all the actors and theatre artists from the theatre’s past seasons 

are invited to gather and celebrate 70 years of the Detroit Repertory Theatre. The 

highlight of the day will be the staging of a sneak peak of the four shows coming to 

their 70th season. BUCers can RSVP to the Detroit Rep at 313-868-1347. 

For more information, contact BUCers at the Theatre coordinator Maryl Kacir 

Huntington at marylk@live.com or (313) 407-4377. 

 

Euchre Showdown 
Sunday, September 27 after coffee hour (Hodas Hall) 

a Talent & Service Auction offering 

 

We’re in Michigan, so why not do what Michiganders do... play Euchre! Kathy 

DuHame and Mike Kendra will be hosting a Euchre Showdown (a late-in-the-year 

Talent & Service Auction event) in Hodas Hall after coffee hour on Sunday, 

September 27, complete with pizza, snacks, and drinks (adult and non-alcoholic). 

Any number of people can sign up (groups of four are not required; we’ll make it 

work!) 

Purchase your tickets HERE. 

For questions about the event, please contact Kathy DuHame at 

kathy.duhame@gmail.com and for questions about your ticket purchase, please 

contact Tanya Nordhaus at nordhaust@gmail.com. Come have great fun while 

supporting BUC! 

Bart Moore 

https://www.detroitreptheatre.com/
mailto:marylk@live.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYSxjD8jFHg_B2e4LIVtm1PTOBbVr6HMpCMXCwX2Ht5z4U6w/viewform
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